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7U Cr. 18 Mt!TZNER,J. 


rnoccLDiNot 


i»«Mt - MM -y Mwrt WMirii from /Inal JudasaniJi/lx/zEL. 

copies nailed to Deft, T.H.of Detention, 427 _W,St.,N,Y, .and TJ. 3 ,Atty f __ 


_PC«rNOO IIEIi. CniGTO - Piled Notice of Appeal to U.S.C.A from the final Judgment 
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_co unt s Cl) and(2) to pup concurrently. with each other - METZ NEE, J. .(copies lsoojj 
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SN:mel 

d-*5 


INDICTMENT 


II 


UNIT. ■ c.$ OF AMERICA 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW TOR* 


74 CRH. 18 


1 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


- V - 

! 'RAUL ORTEOA-ALVAREZ, a/k/a Raul 
Ortega, 

. J CIRO RODRIOUEZ-CALANA, a/k/a Clro A. 
Calana, a/k/a Clro Rodriguez, 

FRANCISCA ORTEOA-RODRIQUEZ, a/k/a 
Franolaca Rodriguez, a/k/a "Paca 

LUIS RETES-PADRON. a/k/a Lula Reyea, 

, JORGE INFIESTA, a/k/a "Huesso,” a/k/a 
"Oeorge," 

1 >JOAQUIN R. PRADA, a/k/a "El Oardego," 
a/k/a "El Oallego," 

V HECTOR ECHEVARRIA, a/k/a Liborlo 
Moralaa, a/k/a Heotor Aronld 
Echevarrla-Rlos, 

. i CHARLES BUSIOO-CIFRE, a/k/a Charley 

Clfre, a/k/a Charity Bualgo, a/k/a 
Clflre, 

DOMINOO DEL CRISTO, 

, 4 ARKANDO OARCIA-ALVAREZ, iA/i Armando 

Alvaree, a/k/a Armando Oarcla, a/k/a 
Andrea Alvaree, a/k/a Joaauln 
Gonzalez, a/k/a "El Chino," 

/ " JOHN DOE, a/k/a "Hugo El Americano," 

•A/a Hugo Contero Viera, a/k/a 
Hugo Viera, 

"* -JOSE LUIS SARRIA, a/k/a "Peplto," 
a/k/a "Pepe," aA/a Carlot 
Hernandez, 

—' JOHN DOE, a/k/a "Roberto," 

' * JOSE OTERO, a A/a "Pepe," 

— -FRANCISCO ORLANDO PEREZ, a/k/a 

Francisco Peres, a/k/a "Paco." 
a/k/a "Jose," 

^■^-ORLANDO OIL, a/k/a Joaquin Oil, 

a/k/a Orlando Joaquin Oil, a/k/a 
Joaquin Orlando Oil y Montero, 
a/k/a Luis Francisco oil, 

/• ' CIRILLO FIOUEROA, a/k/a "Lasarlto,” 
a/k/a "Lasaro," a/k/a "El 
Ouajlro," 

RIOOBERTO R03AL-RODRIQUEZ, a/k/a 
"Blanco Serra," a/k/a "Blanqulto 
Serra," a/k/a "Rlgo," a/k/a 
. . " M *° «m» 1." *A/a "Roberto," 

•■—JOSE RAMIREZ-RAMO'.. */*/. j 0ie 
Ramires, a/k/a *Chevae," 

••JOHN DOE, a/k/a Roberto Lopes. 

JOS?,ANOEL AOUILERA. a/k/a Jose 

A ^T rt S Agulleia, aA/a "El Moro," 
*AA "Nauro," a/V/a "Mobcoso," 
—-CARLOS TAPANES, a/k/a "Charlie," 

» Defendants. 


INDICTMENT 

7 A Cr. 



t m* 


V o. or 



COUNT ONE 

The Orand Jury charges: v 

1. From on or about the first day of December, 1969, 
and continuously thereafter up to and Including on or about 






12 

April 30, 1971, In the Southern District of New York sn.1 
elsewhere, 

RAUL OPTEOA-ALVAREZ, a/k/a Raul 
Ortera, 

CIRO RODRIGUEZ-CALANA, a/k/a Clro A. 

Calana, a/k/a Clro Rodriguez, 

PRANCX3CA ORTEOA-RODRIOUEZ, a/k/a 
Pranclsca Rodriguez, a/k/a "Peca," 

LUIS REYES-PADRON, a/k/a Luis Reyes, 

JORGE INPIESTA, a/k/a "Huesso," a/k/a 
"George," 

JOAOUIN R. PRADA, a/k/a H F.l Oardego," 
a/k/a "El Gallego," 

HECTOR ECHEVARRIA, a/k/a Llborlo 
Morales, a/k/a Hector Aronld 
Echevarrla-Rlos, 

CHARLES BUSIOO-CIPRE, a/k/a Charley 
Clfre, a/k/a Charley Bus1go, a/k/a 
Clflre, 

DOMINOO DEL CRISTO, 

ARMANDO UARCIA-ALVAREZ, a/k/a Armando 
Alvarec, a/k/a Armando Oarcla, a/k/a 
Andres Alvarez, a/k/a Joaquin 
Oonzalez, a/k/a "El Chino," 

JOHN DOE, a/k/a "Hugo El Americano," 
a/k/a Hugo Contero Viera, a/k/a 
Hugo Viera, 

JOSE LUIS SARRIA, a/k/a "Peplto," 
a/k/a "Pepe," a/k/a Carlos 
Hernandez, 

JOHN DOE, a/k/a "Roberto," 

JOSE OTERO, a/k/a "Pepe," 

FRANCISCO ORLANDO PEREZ, a/k/a 
Pranclaco Perez, a/k/a "Paco," 
a/k/a "Jose," 

ORLANDO OIL, a/k/a Joaquin Oil, 
a/k/a Orlando Joaquin Oil, a/k/a 
Joaquin Orlando Oil y Montero, 
a/k/a Luis Pranclsco Oil, 

CIRILLO PIOUEROA, a/k/a "Lazarlto," 
a/k/a "Lazaro," a/k/a "El 
Ouajlro," 

RIOOBERTO ROSAL-RODRIOUEZ, a/k/a 
"Blanco Serra," a/k/a "Blanqulto 
Serna,' 1 a/k/a "Rlro,' a/k/a 
"Rigo Rosal," a/k/a 'Roberto," 

JOSE RAMIREZ-RAMOS, a/k/a Jose 
Ranlrez, a/k/a "Chevas,' 

JOHN DOF, a/k/a Roberto Lopez, 

JOSE ANGEL AGUILERA, a/k/a Jose 

Alberto Aguilera, a/k/a "El Moro," 
a/k/a "Nauro, 1 a/k/a "Poscoso," 

CARLOS TAPANES, a/k/a "Charlie," 

the defendants, and Ramiro Oonzalez and Miguel Rodriguez, 

named herein as co-consplratora but not as defendants, and 

others to the Grand Jury known and unknown, unlawfully wilful’ 

intentionally and knowingly combined, conspired, confederated 

and agreed together and with each other to violate Sections 173 

and 179 of Title 21, United States Code and Sections 9701, 9703, 

9709(a), 9771(a) and 7237(a) of Title 26, United States Code. 

2. It was part of said conspiracy that the said 

defendants and co-consplrators unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly 
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would Import and bring Into the United State* large quantities 
or narcotic drugs, the exact amount and nature thereof being to 
the Orand Jury unknown In violation of Sections 173 and 17*1 of 
Title 21, United States Code, 

3. It was further part of said conspiracy that the 
said defendants and co-consplrators, unlawfully, wilfully and 
knowingly would receive, conceal, possess, buy, sell and 
facilitate the transportation, concealment and sale of large 
quantities of narcotic drugs, the exact amount and nature thereof 
being to the Orand Jury unknown, after the said narcotic drugs 
had been Imported and brought into the United States contrary 
to law, knowing that the said narcotic drugs had been Imported 
and brought Into the United States contrary to law In violation 
of Section 173 and 17k of Title 21, United States Code. 

k. It was further part of the said conspiracy that 
the said defendants snri co-consplrators unlawfully, wilfully 
and knowingly would puchase, sell, dispense and distribute a 
quantity of narcotlo drugs, the exact amount and nature thereof 
being to the Orand Jury unknown, In that the said narcotic drugs 
would not be In the original stamped package or from the original 
stamped paokage, that Is to say, that there would not be affixed 

to the container In and from which the said defendants would purehas 
sell, dispense end distribute the narcotic drugs as aforesaid 
any United States Internal Revenue Stamps as required by Section 
k703 of Title 26, United States Code, In violation of Sections 
k701, k703, k70k(a7, and 7237(a) of Title 26, United States 
Code. 

OVERT ACTS 

In pursuance of the said conspiracy and to effect the 
objects thereof, the following overt acts were committed In the 
Southern District of New York and elsewhere: 

l. In or about March, 1970, the defendant RAUL ORTv ,a- 
ALVARKZ met with co-conaplrator Ramiro Ooncalec In Miami, Florida. 

2. In or about March, 1970, the defendant RAUL 0RTE0A- 
AI.VARP.Z and co-consolrator Ramiro Oontales flew from Miami, 

Florida to Newark, New Jersey. 
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3 On or about March 12, 1970, the defendant RAUL 
ORTEQA-ALV*Hi-Z registered and stayed In the Saxony Motel, 330 
Atlantic Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey. 

4. On or about March 12, 1970, the defendant RAUL 
ORTEOA-ALVAREZ and co-consplrator Ramiro Gonzalez met with the 
defendants CIRO RODRIOUEZ-CALANA and FRANCISCA OPTEOA-RODRIOUEZ 
at 38 Rankin Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey. 

5. On or about March 12, 1970, the defendants JOROE 
INFIESTA and LUIS REYES-PADRON received approximately one kilo¬ 
gram of heroin from the defendant RAUL ORTEOA-ALVAREZ In an 
apartment at 666 W. 162nd Street, New York, New York. 

6. On or about March 13, 1970, defendant JOAQUIN 

R. PRADA and co-consplratora Ramiro Oonzalez and Miguel Rodrigues 
delivered approximately one kilogram of heroin at the C.B.C. 

Oas Station, 2120 Amsterdam Avenue, New York, New York. 

7. On or about March 13, 1970, the defendants RAUL 
ORTEQA-ALVAPEZ, JOROE INFIESTA and LUIS REYES-PADRON met In an 
apartment at 666 W. 162nd Street, New York, New York. 

8. On or about March 16, 1970, the defendant RAUL 
ORTEOA-ALVAREZ entered Lulp.i's Restaurant 1 Bar, 4199 Broadway, 
New York, New York. 

9. On or about March 31, 1970, the defendant CARLOS 
TAPANES delivered approximately one kilogram of heroin In the 
parking lot of the Hlckavllle Diner, Old Country Road and South 
Oyster Bay Road, Hlckavllle, Long Island. 

10. In or about March, 1970, the defendant RAUL ORTEOA- 
ALVAREZ delivered Approximately one kilogram of heroin to the 
defendant LUIS REYES-PADRON at 38 Rankin Street, Elizabeth, New 
Jersey. 

11. In or about March or April, 1970, the defendant 
RAUL ORTEOA-ALVAREZ delivered approximately two kilograms of 
heroin to the defendants JOROE. IIIPIESTA and LUIS REYES—PADRON 
In an apartment at 666 V. 162nd Street, New York, New York. 
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]?. Jr or about March, 1970, co-conspirators Ramiro 
Gonzalez and Miguel Rodriguez net with the defendant* FRANCISCO 
ORLANDO PEREZ and ORLANDO OIL. 

13. On or about March 2k, 1970, the defendant* FRANCISCO 
ORLANDO PEREZ and ORLANDO OIL net at 572 W. 173rd Street, New 
York, New York. 

Ik. On or about **arch ?k, 1070 the defendant rPAUCISCO 
ORLANDO PEREZ went to the Blue Mirror Bar, 33*7 Broadway, New 
York, New York. 

15. In or about March or April, 1970, the defendant 
HECTOR ECHEVARRIA received approximately 1/2 kilogram of heroin 
at 380 Audubon Avenue, New York, New York. 

16. In or about March or April, 1970, co-conaplratora 
Ramiro Oonzalez and Miguel Rodriguez had a conversation with the 
defendant CHARLES BUSIOO-CIFRE In the vicinity of the C.B.C. 

Oas Station, 2120 Amsterdam Avenue, New York, New York. 

17. In or about March or April 1970, co-consplrators 
Ramiro Oonzalez and Miguel Rodriguez delivered approximately 
1/2 kilogram of heroin for the defendant CHARLES BUSIOO-CIFRE 
to n Doe In the vicinity of the C.B.C. Oas Station 2120 
Amsterdam Avenue, New York, New York. 

18. In or about March or April, 1970, the defendant 
JOAQUIN R. PRADA received a sun of cash from the defendant 
CHARLES BUSIOO-CIFRE. 

19. In or about March or April, 1970, the defendants 
CHARLES BUSIOO-CIFRE and HECTOR ECHEVARRIA met at 380 Audubon 
Avenue, New York, New York. 

20. In or about March or April, 1970, co-consplrator 
Ramiro Oonzalez met with the defendant D0MIN0O DEL CRISTO at 
the Gallo de Maron bar, 3922 Broadway, Ne> York, New York. 

21. In or about March or April, 1970, the defendants 
ARMANDO GARCIA-ALVAEEZ and JOHN DOE, a/k/a "Hugo El Americano” 
i*-t at a bar In the Alamac Hotel, A A B Bar and Lounge, 2056 
E.'oadway, New York, New York. 




i? In op about March or April, 1970 , the defendant 
ARMANDO GARCIA-ALVAREZ raet with co-consplrator Ramiro Oontalet 
In Ml«ml, Florida. 

23. In or about March or April, 1970 , the defendant 
JOHN DOE, a/k/a "Hugo El Americano" received approximately two 
kilograms of heroin In an apartment at 80 A W. 180th Street, 

New York, Hew York. 

2». In or about March or April, 1970, the defendant 
RAUL 0RTEQA-ALVARE7 and co-consplratora Ramiro Oontalet and 
Miguel Rodrlgquet delivered one kilogram of heroin to the defendant 
ARMANDO OARCIA-ALVAREZ In the vicinity of 158th Street and 
Broadway, New York, New York. 

25. In or about March or April, 1970, the defendant! 

JOSE LUIS SARRIA and JOHN DOE, a/k/a "Roberto" received approxi¬ 
mately 1 1/2 kilograms of heroin In Hudson County, New Jersey. 

26. In or about March or April, 1970, co-consplrator 
Ramiro Oontalet met with the defendant JOSE OTERO at the Oallo 
de Maron bar, 3922 Broadway, New York, New York. 

27. In oi- about March, of April, 1970, the defendant 
JOSE OTERO received approximately one kilogram of heroin In the 
vicinity of the Cuba Bar, 1^75 St. Nicholas Avenue, New York, 

New York. 

28. In or about March or April, 1970, co-consplratora 

Ramiro Oontalet and “lguel Rodrlguet met with the defendant 
CIRILLO FIGUEROA at the 005 Bar, 3865 Broadway, New York, New 
York. . 

29. In or about March or April, 1970, co-consplrator 
Ramiro Oontalet delivered approximately one kilogram of heroin 
for the defendant CIRILLO FIGUEROA to John Doe In an apartment 
at 80k W. 180th Street, New York, New York. 

30. In or about March or April, 1970, co-consplrator 
Miguel Rodrigues delivered approximately one kilogram of heroi*- 
for the defendant CIRILLO FIOUEROA to the defendant RIOOBF.RTO 
R0SAI.-R0DRI0UEZ at the C.B.C. Oas Station, 2120 Amsterdam Avenue, 
New York, New York. 
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- 1 * 31. in or about March or April, 1970, tha <laPen¬ 

dant CARLOS TAPANES delivered ona kilogram of haroln to tha 
defenuant CIRILLO PIQUEROA In the vicinity of 145th Street 
and Broadway, New York, New York. 

32. In or about March or April, 1973, the defen¬ 
dant JOAQUIN R. PRADA handed 1 1/2 kilograms of heroin to 
the defendant CIRILLO PIOUEROA In an apartment at 790 
Rlveralde Drive, New York, New York. 

33. In or about March or April, 1970, tha defen¬ 
dant JOSE RAMIREZ-RIOS received approximately 1/2 kilogram 
of heroin at the El Bayamea Restaurant, 1279 St. Nicholas 
Avenue, New York, New York. 

34. In or about March or April, 1970, tha defen¬ 
dant JOHN DOE, a/k/a Roberto Lopes, received approximately 
1/2 kilogram of heroin at the Oallo de Maron bar, 3924 
Broadway, New York, New York. 

35. In or about March or April, 1970, the defen¬ 
dant JOSE AN0EL A0UILARA transported 1/2 kilogram of heroin 
from Elisabeth, New Jersey, to New York, New York. 

(Title 21, United States Code, Sections 173 and 174 . 
and Title 26, United 3tates Code, Sections 4701, 

4703, 4704(a), 4771(a) and 7237(a).) 

COUNT TWO 

The Grand Jury further charges: 

On or about March 12, 1970, In the Southern District 
of New York, RAUL 0RTE0A-ALVAREZ, a/k/a Raul Ortega, and 
CIRO nODRIOUEZ-CALANA , a/k/a Clro A. Calana, a/k/a Clro 
Rodrigues, the defendants, unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly 
did receive, conceal, buy, sell and facilitate the transportation, 
concealment and sale of a narcotic drug, to wit, approximately 
twenty kilograms of heroin, after the said narcotic drug 
had been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
to law, knowing that the said narcotic drug had theretofore 
been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
to law In that the Importation and bringing of any narcotic 






drug inti. • -xiiltid Slates, except such amounts of crude 
opulsi and coca leaves ae the Director of the Bureau of 
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs finds to be necessary to 
provide for medical and legitimate usea only, la prohi¬ 
bited. 

(Title 21, United States Code, Seetlona 173 and 174 
and Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.) 

COUNT THREE 

The Grand Jury further chargee: 

In or about the month of March, 1970, In the 
Southern District of New Tor*, RAUL ORTEOA-ALVAREZ, LUIS 
REYE3-PADR0N, a/k/a "Lula Reyes", and J0R0E INFIESTA, a/k/a 
"Hueaao", a/k/a "Oeorge", the defendants, unlawfully, 
wilfully and knowing did receive, conceal, buy, sell 
and facilitate the transportation, concealment and sale 
of a narcotic drug, to wit, approximately one kilogram 
of heroin, after the aald narcotic Jrug had been Imported 
and brought Into the United States contrary to law, knowing 
that the said narcotic drug had theretofore been Imported 
and brought Into the United States contrary to law In 
that the Importation and bringing of any narcotic drug 
Into the United States, except such amounts of crude opium 
and coca leaves as the Director of the Bureau of Narcotics 
and Dangerous Drugs finds to be necessary to provide for 
medical and legitimate uses only, la prohibited. 

(Title 21, United States Code, Sections 173 and 17* 

and Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.) 

. COUNT FOUR 

The Orand Jury further charges: 

In or about the month of March or April, 1970, 

In the Southern District of New York, HECTOR ECHEVARRIA, 
a/k/a Llborlo Morales, a/k/a Hector Arnold Echevarrla-Rlos, 
the defendant, unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly did 
receive, conceal, buy, sell and facilitate the transportation, 
concealswnt and sale of a narcotic drug, to wit, approxliMtely 
1/2 kllogran of heroin, after the said narcotic drug had 
been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
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to law, knowing that the said narcotic drug had theretofore 
been laported and brought Into the United Statea contrary 
to law In that the Importation and bringing of any narootlc 
drug Into the United Statea, except auch amounta of crude 
opulm and coca leaves aa the Director of the Bureau of 
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs finds to be necessary to 
provide for medical and legitimate uses only, Is prohi¬ 
bited. 

(Title 21, United States Code, Sections 173 and 17*1 
and Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.) 

COUNT FIVE 

The Orand Jury further charges: 

In or about the months of March and April, 1970, 

In the Southern District of New York, CHARLES BUSI00-C1FRE, 
a/k/a Charley Clfre, a/k/a Charley Buslgo, a/k/a Clfire, 
the defendant, unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly did 
receive, conceal, buy, sell and facilitate the transportation, 
concealment and sale of a narcotic drug, to wit, approximately 
one kilogram of heroin, after the said narcotic drug had 
been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
to law, knowing that the said narootlc drug had theretofore 
been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
to law In that the Importation and bringing of any narcotic 
drug Into the United States, except such amounts of crude 
opulm and coca leaves as the Director of the Bureau of 
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs finds to be necessary to 
provide for medical and legitimate uses only. Is prohi¬ 
bited. 4 

(Title 21, United States Code, Sections 173 and 179 
and Title 18, United Stateo Code, Section 2.) 

COUNT SIX 

The Orand Jury further charges: 

In or about the months of March and April, 1970, 

In the Southern District of New York, DOM1NOO DEL CRISTO, 
the defendant, unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly did 
receive, conceal, buy, sell and facilitate the transportation, 
concealment and sale of a narcotic drug, to wit, approximately 
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on*' kJ liv.ifir i r heroin, «rt< r •.!.< mil.! M.n-Mt 'Irur 
been Imported end brought Into the United 3totes contrary 
to lew, know«ng that the said narcotic drug had theretofore 
been Imported and brought Into the United State* contrary 
to law In that the importation and bringing of any narcotic 
drug Into the United States, except such amounts of crude 
opulm and coca leaves as the Director of the Bureau of 
Narcotics and Danreroua Drugs finds to be necessary to 
provide for medical and legitimate uses only. Is prohi¬ 
bited. 

(Title 21, United States Code, Sections 173 and 17* 
and Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.) 

COUNT 3EVEM 

The Qrand Jury further charges: 

In or about the month of March, 1970, In the 
Southern District of New York, FRANCISCO ORLANDO PEREZ, 
a/k/a Francisco Peres, a/k/a "Paco", a/k/a "Jose", and 
ORLANDO OIL, a/k/a Joaquin Oil, a/k/a Orlando Joaquin Oil, 
a/k/a Joaquin Orlando Oil y Montero, a/k/a Luis Francisco 
Oil, the defendants, unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly 
did receive, conceal, buy, sell and facilitate the tranaportatlon, 
concealment and sale of a narcotic drug, to wit, approximately 
1/* kilogram of heroin, after the said narcotic drug had 
been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
to law, knowing that the said narcotic drug had theretofore 
been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
to law In that the Importation and bringing of any narcotic 
drug Into the United States, except such amounts of crude 
opulm and coco leaves as the Director of the Bureau of 
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs finds to be necessary to 
provide for medical and legitimate uses only. Is prohi¬ 
bited. 

(Title 21, United States Code, Sections 173 and 17* 
and Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.) 
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COUNT EIGHT 21 

The Grand Jury further chargee: 

In or about the months of March and April, 1970, 
in the Southern District of New York, ARMANDO QARCIA-ALVAREZ, 
a/k/a Armando Alvarez, a/k/a Armando Oarcla, a/k/a Andrea 
Alvarez, a/k/a Joaquin Gonzalez, a/k/a "El Chino", the 
defendant, unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly did receive, 
conceal, buy, sell and facilitate the transportation, 
concealment end sale of a narcotic drug, to wit, approximately 
six kilogram of heroin, after the said narcotic drug 
had been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
t0 ltno * ,ln 8 that the aald narcotic drug had theretofore 
been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
to law In that the Importation and bringing of any narcotic 
drug Into the United States, except such amounts of crude 
opuim and coca leaves as the Director of the Bureau of 
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs finds to be necessary to 
provide for medical and legitimate uses only, is prohi¬ 
bited. 

Code . Sections 173 and 17* 
and Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.) 

COUNT NINE 

The Orand Jury further charges: 

In or about the months of March and April, 1970, 

In the Southern District of New York, JOHN DOE, a/k/a "Hugo 
El Americano", a/k/a Hugo Contero Viera, a/k/a Hugo Viera, 
the defendant, unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly did 
receive, conceal, buy, sell and facilitate the transportation, 
concealment and sale of a narcotic drug, to wit, approximately 
four kilograms of heroin, after the said narcotic drug 
had been Imported and brought Into the United Statea 
contrary to law, knowing that the said narcotic drug had 
theretofore been Imported and brought into the United 
Statea contrary to law In that the Importation and bringing 
of any narcotic drug into the United Statea, except such 
amounts of crude opuim and coca leaves as the Director 
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Of the Burttu of Narcotic. «*4 )onpcroua Drugs rind0 to 
be neccojuiy co provide for Medical and legitimate uses 
only, la prohibited. 

(Title 21, United States Code. Sections 173 and 174 
and Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.) 

COUNT TEN 

The Orand Jury further charges: 

In or about the months of March and April, 1970, 

In the Southern District of New York, JOSE LUIS SARNIA, 
a/k/a "Peplto", a/k/a "Pepe", the defendant, unlawfully, 
wilfully and knowingly did receive, conceal, buy, sell 
and facilitate the transportation, concealment and sale 
of a narcotic drug, to wit, approximately two and ona-half 
kilograms of heroin, after the said narcotic drug had 
been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
to law, knowing that the said narcotic drug had theretofore 
v been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
to law In that the Importation and bringing of any narcotic 
drug Into the United States, except such amounts of crude 
opulm and coca leaves as the Director of the Bureau of 
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs finds to be necessary to 
provide for medical and legitimate uses only. Is prohi¬ 
bited. 

(Title 21, United States Code, Sections 173 and 174 
and Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.) 

COUNT ELEVEN 

The Orand Jury further charges: 

In or about the months of March and April, 1970, 

In the Southern District of New York, CIRILLO PIOUEROA, 
a/k/a "Lnxarlto", a/k/a "Lataro", a/k/a "El Ouajlro", 
the defendant, unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly did 
receive, conceal, buy, sell and facilitate the transportation 
concealment and sale of a narcotic drug, to wit, approximately 
six and one-half kilograms of heroin, after the said narcotic 
drug had been Imported and brought Into the United States 
contrary to law, knowing that the said narcotic drug had 
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theretofore been Imported and brought Into the United 
Statee contrary to law In that the Importation and bringing 
of any narcotic drug into the United Statea, except auch 
amounta of crude opulm and coca leavea aa the Director 
of the Bureau of Narcotlca and Dangeroua Druga flnda to 
be neceaaary to provide for medical and legitimate uaea 
only, la prohibited. 


(Title 21, United Statea Code, Sectlona 173 and 17 k 
and Title 18 . United Statea Code, Section 2J 


COUNT TWELVE 

The Orand Jury further chargea: 

In or about the month of March or April, 1970, 

In the Southern Dlatriet of New York, JOAQUIN R. PRADA, 
a/k/a -El Oallego", a/k/a -El Oardego-, the defendant, 
unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly did receive, conceal, 
buy, aell and facilitate the tranaportatlon, concealment 
and aale of a narcotic drug, to wit, approximately one and 
one-half kllograma of heroin, after the aald narcotic 
drug had been Imported and brought Into tt>e United Statea 
contrary to law, knowing that the aald narcotic drug had 
theretofore been Imported and brought Into the United A 
Statea contrary to law in that the importation and bringing 
of any narcotic drug into the United Statea, except auch 
•mounta of crude opulm and coca leavea aa the Director 


of the Bureau of Narcotlca and Dangeroua Druga flnda to 
be neceaaary to provide for medical and legitimate uaea 
only, la prohibited. 

V2 lted Statea Code, Sectlona 173 and 17 A 
*nd Title 18. United State. Code, S.c?li„ 2 ?) 7 

COUNT THIRTEEN 


The Orand Jury further chargea: 

In or about the month of March or April, 1970 . 
in the Southern Dlatriet of New York, RIOOBERTO ROSAL- 
RODRIQUEZ, a/k/a -Blanco Serra", a/k/a "Blanqulto Serra" 
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a/k/a "Rigo", a/k/a "Rlgo Roaal", a/k/a "Roberto", the defendant, 

N—14 

unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly did receive, conceal, 
buy, 3ell and facilitate the tranaportatlon, concealment 
and aale of a narcotic drug, to wit, approximately one 
kilogram of heroin, after the said narcotic drug had been 
Imported and brought Into the United States contrary to ^ 

law, knowing that the said narcotic drug had theretofore 
been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
to law In that the Importation and bringing of any narcotic 
drug Into the United States, except such amounts of crude 
opulm and coca leaves aa the Director of the Bureau of 
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs finds to be necessary to 
provide for medical and legitimate uses only. Is prohi¬ 
bited. 

(Title 21, United States Code, Sections 173 and 174 
and Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.) 

COUNT FOURTEEN 

The Orand Jury further charges: 

In or about the month of March or April, 1970, 

In the Southern District of New York, JOSE OTERO, a/k/a "Pepe", 
the defendant, unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly did 
receive, conceal, buy, sell and facilitate the transportation, 
concealswnt and sale of a narcotle drug, to wit, approximately 
one kilogram of heroin, after the said narcotic drug 
had been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
to law, knowing that the said narcotic drug had theretofore 
been Imported and brought Into the United States contrary 
to law In that the Importation and bringing of any narcotic 
drug Into the United States, except such amounts of crude 
opulm and coca leayes as the Director of the Bureau of 
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs finds to be necessary to 
provide for medical and legitimate uses only, is prohi¬ 
bited. 

(Title 21, United States Code, Sections 173 and 174 
and Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.) 
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SN: ig 

g-lk The Druid Jury further charge*: . 

In or about the month of March or April, 1970, 

In the Southern District of Mew York, JOSE RAMIREZ-RAMOS, 
a/k/a Jose Ramlret, a/k/a "Chevas", the defendant, unlaw¬ 
fully, wilfully and knowingly did receive, conceal, buy, 
sell and facilitate the transportation, concealment and 
sale of a narcotic drug, to wit, approximately 1/2 kilogram 
of heroin, after the said narcotic drug had been Imported 
and brought Into the United States contrary to law, knowing 
that the said narcotic drug had theretofore been Imported 
and brought Into the United States contrary to law In 
that the Importation and bringing of any narcotic drug 
Into the United States, except such amounts of crude opulm 
and coca leaves as the Director of the Bureau of Ma» cotlea 
and Dangerous Drugs finds to be necessary to provide for 
medical and legitimate uses only, la prohibited. 

(Title 21, United States Code, Sections 173 and 17*1 
and Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.) 

COUNT SIXTEEN 

The Orand Jury further charges: 

In or about the month of March or April, 1970, 

In the Southern District of New York, JOHN DOE, a/k/a 
Roberto Lopes, the defendant, unlawfully, wilfully and 
knowingly did receive, conceal, buy, sell and facilitate 
the transportation, concealment and sale of a narcotic 
drug, to wit, approxlsiately 1/2 kilogram of heroin, after 
the said narcotic drug had been Imported and brought Into 
the United States contrary to law, knowing that the said 
narcotic drug had theretofore been Imported and brought 
Into the United States contrary to law In that the Importation 
and bringing of any narcotic drug Into the United States, 
except such axwunta of crude opulm and coca leaves as 
the Director of the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous 
Drugs finds to be necessary to provide for medical and 

/ 






(VItie _'i, United mates Code, Sections 173 and 17*» 

and Title 18, United States Code, Seotlon 2.) 

COUNT SEVENTEEN 

The Orand Jury further charges: 

In or about the month of March or April, 1970, 
in lha Southern District of New York, JOSE ANOEL AGUILERA, 
a/k/a Jose Alberto Aguilera, a/k/a "El Moro", a/k/a "Mauro", 
a/k/a "Moscoso", the defendant, unlawfully, wilfully and 
knowingly did receive, conceal, buy, sell and facilitate 
the transportation, concealment and sale of a narcotic 
drug, to wit, approximately 1/2 kilogram of heroin, after 
the said narcotic drug had been Imported and brought into 
the United States contrary to law, knowing that the said 
narcotic drug had theretofore been Imported and brought 
Into the United States contrary to law in that the importation 
and bringing of any narcotic drug into the United States, 
except such amounts of crude opulm and coca leaves as 
the Director of the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous 
Drugs finds to be necessary to provide for medical and 
legitimate uses only, Is prohibited. 

(Title 21, United States Code, Sections 173 and 17M 
and Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.) 


/ £U<. \ j:' 


United States Attorney 




femd'.m 



ORDER 


27 


J'.'.'jf- 4 . 


• 

-uyainst- 

CHARLES BUSIGO-CIFRE and 
EOMIMGO DEL CRISTO, 


>• 


S,. ' -• ‘ 

- •* 


Defendants. 


« * 
i 

V | 

I 

- - X 


W €/, \H 


1 

! .» 


- Dp ° n th * in of the jury verdict le.t 

night at %*3o*9M. t these defendants were found guilty 
of violating th. narcotic lavs. They f.o. a «a™utory 

jniniaun sentence of ten years each because they are 
'second offenders. 

I remanded both defendants without bail yndhm 

«~Pir.cy tm <to.lt with th. d..t „,_ * 

of 45 kilo, of hwroin .Aid, ». to t. ..... „ ^ ^ 

ce»t .nd 50 pur cut pur.. con..rv.tiv.ly .p..ki„g, 

•old k... . *tmt V.1„. o, o«r *».ooo.ooo. i. «„ 

th. f.ct th.t th... d.f«uU„t. , t . , ira d offmdor. UK 

“ U “‘ th * "•"d.tory rninluu. .witunc. of t« '[ 

I find both Out there i. . d.„,. r th . t of th... / 

d.f«d„t. .Ill .tf.pt to fl.o th. cou.try.tfd if of. * 
b.c.u.. of th.ir background., oight «11 cootiou. tlwir ■ ‘ 

operations in the drug traffic. *,* 

s • * 

So ordered. 

Datedi New York, s. Y. 
torch 21, 1974 


/// , 
l f /; 4 {,' • / 


U. S. D. J. 




JUDGMENT 


• •##»« »•/ lH«r 


Chari •• Clfre 


71* or. 18 


On this 30 th day of April .. Tl 

government ami the defendant ap^ared in pure..,, and' He Bmimml Petl^tui ^ 0r "* y £or «he 

b, . “» ""•»"•"* u. „n„ « . nnU . t „ f pa, 

- ‘—".I* eonblMc, 

mtid autee CodlT rs 10 Vl0lat0 ^ tio “* 173 end 171* of Title 21 / 

aK®S^ s-jtsl—* po “ cM< 


In tee or p-r!Wn P«"ioualy convicted 


charged 


i t T^Tc!u^ u ‘ J ** 

IT Is Adjudged that the defendant ia guilty aa charged and convicted. 

bu ‘S&nSUIS'S^sifj. 


It Is Adjudged that 1 


ii. 

c i 


United Status 'quSlw^JuiV^I? t^tkl ^ judgment and commitment to the 

defendant ’ n#d om “ r mnd ““L** copy serve aa the commitment of the 






1 

A1 

•••• 03 

lzjw 2 

- ^ 

2 

H I G U £ L RODRIQUEZ, called os a 


3 

witness on uehalf of the government, aeing first 


4 

duly sworn, testified as follows through the Spanish 


5 

interpreter: 


6 

THE COURT: You may proceed. 


7 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 


8 

BY MISS NEIMAN: 


9 

0 Mr. Rodriguez, please keep your voice up so 


10 

J09 

all the defendants can hear the answers in Spanish. 


11 

Mr. Rodriquez, how old are you? 


12 

A Forty-three years old. 


IS 

THE COURT You nave to keep your voice up 


14 

so the jurors can near you, Mr. Hoffman. 


1ft 

Q Have you ever been convicted of a crime? 


M 

A Yes. 


17 

0 In January of 1971, did you plead guilty to 


C “ 

several counts of an indictment charging you with con¬ 


w. " 

spiracy to distribute narcotic drugs and with the actual 


20 

distrioution of narcotic drugs? 


21 

A Yes. 


22 

Q Were you sentenced in February 1971 oy a federal 


23 

judge in Jiis courthouse in connection with those cnaraon? 


M 

A Yes. 


26 

Q And what was tne sentence wnicn you received? 
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A2 

lzjw 3 a. Kodriguez - direct 

0 

A Ton years. 

Q And are you now serving tnat sentence? 

A Yes. 

U For now long have you ueon in jail? 

A Thirty-seven months. 

* 

0 Do you hnve any motion pending to reduce tnat 
sentence? 

A Wo. 

Q Do you have any plans in connection with any 
attemnts to get that sentence reduced? 

WK. MlTCilKUu: Objection, your donor. 

TillJ ddUiVT. Overruled. 

a Yes. 

Q What are those plans? 

A 1 plan in a snort time to submit an appeal to 
the judge or mayoe ask for a presidential pardon. 

Q do you have any understanding with the govern¬ 
ment that tiie government will make any statement in con¬ 

nection with eitner of tiiose tilings which you have just 
described? 

A Yes. 

0 And what is that understanding ? 

A 1 hope that whatever I attempt to do, the govern 

ment will let them know, tae parties interested, of uaat 
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1 

lzjw 4 rf. Rodriguez - direct 85 


. 

2 

Z have done for the government. 


a 

Q fir. Rodriguez, do you know Ramiro Gonzalez? 


4 

A Yea. 


* 

Q When did you first meet him? 


6 

A I knew him oy sight since 19C4. 


7 

0 And when didyou actually meet aim and speak 


8 

with him? 


9 

A Jiy 1968. 


10 

0 Directing your attention to March of 1970, 


11 

did there come a time when you had a conversation with 


12 

Mr. Gonzalez about distributing drugs? 


18 

' A YoS 


14 

a Will you tell U3 whero that conversation too; 


16 

place? 


16 

A At my home. 


17 

Q And where was your home at that time? 


r 18 

A In Westbury, Long Island. 


19 

Q Approximately when, if you recall, did this 


20 

conversation take place? 


21 

A About March 10th, more or less. 


22 

Q Will you tell us what Mr. Gonzalez said to 


28 

you and what you said to Mr. Gonzalez? 


24 

A At that time Ramiro Gonzalez came to my home 


26 

and he told me they had just arrived from Florida — 
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1 

O i" 

lzjw 5 M. Rodriguez - direct 


2 

MR. MICHELMAN: Objection. Move to strike tne 


3 

hearsay. 


4 

THE COURT: Wait. 


5 

MR. MICHELMAN: Objection. I move to strike on 


6 

the grounds of hearsay. 


7 

THE COURT: Mr. Gonzalez is going to be a wit¬ 


8 

ness in this trial. 


9 

MISS NEIMAN: Yes, ire will, your Honor. 



THE COURT: All right. I'll accept it. 


11 

Q Will you continue with your answer please, Mr. 


12 

Rodriguez. You were telling us — 


13 

A And he told me that they had arrived froi. Florida 


14 

and that they had Drought 45 kilos of heroin. And that , 


15 

he was suggesting to me to look around for customers to 


IB 

sell that material. 


17 

0 And what did you say to Mr. Gonzalez? 


18 

A I accepted his request. 


19 

<j At that time did you know Raul Ortega? 


20 

A Yes. 


21 

0 When did you first meet him? 


22 

A In 1969. 


23 

0 And where was that? 


24 

A In Plorida. 


25 

Q Through whom had you met Mr. Ortega? 
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AS 


1 

Izjw 6 M. Uodriguez - direct u7 


2 

A Reuniro Gonzalez. 


3 

0 Will you nlease identify Mr. Ortega? 


4 

MISS NEIMAN: May tile record reflect the proper 


5 

identification of Mr. Ortega. 


6 

T1IE COURT: Mr. Michclman? 


7 

MR. MIClIEiJlAU: I must respectfully ooject 


8 

for the record since this is not a proper identification — 


9 

THE COURT: I am merely asking do you concede 


10 

tiie identification? 


11 

MR. MICHELMAN: It is Mr. Ortega who is seated 


12 

to my right, sir. 


U 

THE COURT: You may proceed. 


14 

U At that time, fir. Uodriguez, did Mr. Gonzalez 


15 

tell you anything about the quality of the heroin? 


18 

A He told me we would have no trouble in selling 


17 

that heroin because it was completely pure and it was 


18 

* 

going to oe easy to sell it in the market. 


19 

0 Did you speak to anyone el3e that day aoout 


20 

this 45 kilo shipment of heroin? 


21 

A Later on that day I spoke with a man by tne 


22 

name of Sifiori. 


23 

Q Mr. Uodriguez, would you spell Sifiori for 


at 

us? 


25 

A As far as I can tell that would bo S-i-f-o-r-o. 
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lzjtf 6a ,4. kodriguez - direct 

'•i Where did you .sneak to ilr. Sifiori? 

^ front of tile house of an uncle of kamiro 

Gonzalez. 









lzrl M. Rodriouez-direct 

Q Where was that, in what part of New York? 

A In Westburv. 

O What did vou tell Mr. Sifiori? 

A That day he came to us and asked us whether we 
could sell him some heroin. Ramiro and I told him that 
by chance Ramiro had arrived that day and that he had 
brought heroin from Miami. 

MR. MICHELMAN: Your Honor, there are two 

conversationalists. Can wo have that broken down to 
who said what? 

THE COURT: Separate them, if vou can, please. 

Miss Neiman. 

0 If you can, please indicate who said what. 

And if you recall what you said and what Mr. Gonzalez 
said, try to tell us which of you said it. 

Do you remember whether or not vou said that 
to Mr. Sifiori or to Mr. Gonzalez? 

A We both told him together that we would sell 
him material. 

Q And did you agree to meet his customers? 

A He told me that he had some Italian friends 
of his that were interested in buvina heroin. 

MR. MICHELMAN: May I respectfullv make 

a standing objection at this point as to all hearsay 
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Al 

M.Rodriquez-direct 



statements. I don’t want to bother the Court ciettino 
up each and every time and I would like it standino for 
the record. 

MR. FRANKEL: That's for all counsel. 

THE COURT: Same rulinq for all counsel. 

MR. MICHELMAN: Thank you. 

MISSNEIMAN: Would you read back the last 

part of tie answer so I know where we left off. 

MRS. SOLLEDER: I have an Objection to that 

question, leading. 

THE COUPT: Overruled. 

(Record read) 

Q Did you eventually meet those Italian 
friends? 

A Yes. 

0 Did you ultimately learn several months later 
that they were federal aqents action in an undercover 
capacity? 

A Yes. 

Q When did you first meet one of those Italian 
customers that Mr. Sifiori told you about? 

A Around March the 12th. 

Q And who was with vou, if anybody? 

MR. BLACKETT: If it please the Court, what 
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lxr3 M.Rodriouos-direct 90 

year was that? 

THE COURT: 1970. 

A Mr. Sifiori was with me and with 
Joamiin Prada. 

MISS NEXMAN: Mr. Interpreter, I have given 

the reporter* a list so unless they ask you to snell 
something or counsel asks — 

THE COURT: I would like to hear it. I want 

to make sure my notes are correct. 

MISS NEIMAN: Your Honor, I have an extra 

list if that will help. 

THE COURT: It will. 

You may proceed. 

Q For how long have you known Joaquin Prada? 

A Since 1969. 

0 Will you tell us where you were when you and 

Prada met with Mr. Sifiori? 

MRS. SOLLEDER: Objection. What are vou 

talking about, '69? 

THE COURT: No, 1970. Listen to the 
question, Mrs. Solleder. 

Where were you with Sifiori and Prada, not 
just Prada alone. 

A In St. Nicholas Avenue and 189th Street, 
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186th Street. 

Q Would you tell ue whet hanpened there? 

A Through Mr. Sifiori and Mr. Prada actino 
as an interpreter, we mot the two Italians who identified 
themselves as Prankie and Tommy. 

MR. MICHELMAN: I am sorrv, I didn’t hear 

the last one. 

THE WITNESS: Tommy. 

Q Would you tell us what name Mr. Prada used? 

A El Gallego. 

Q Did you use Micuel Rodricruez as your name, 

Mr. Rodriguez? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you have a conversation with Prankie 
and Tommy? 

A Yes. 

0 Would you tell us what that conversation was, 

indicating where you can who said what? 

A Thev told me they were interated in buving 

heroin. 

MR. JACOBS: Your Honor, I ohlect. Is 

this supposedly a transaction in furtherance of the 
conspiracy in this case? 

THE COURT: I understand it is. 
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pgr M. Rodriquez-direct 05 

A The very same night I was-arrested, when I 
was in aplace where they took me to, I don't know where 
that is, Frankie came and he told me his name was — 

MR. JACOBS: Ob jet*.ion as to what he told 

him. 

A Frank Tumillo and that he was a federal agent. 

Q Did you also meet Thomas Angioletti’’ Was 
he the Tommy you are talking about? 

A Yes. 

Q Going back to vour conversation with the two 

agents with Mr. Prada and you, would y>u tell us what the” 

said and what you said to them? » 

A Z told them through Prada that I could sell 
them a kilo of heroin for $25,000. 

They told me that they were interested in 
receiving a sample of the material. I agreed with them 
after X gave them the address of Prada*s gas station, 
that thev should oo by the oas station and I would deliver 
them t.he sample. 

Q Where was Mr. Prada's gas station? 

A Amsterdam Avenue and 16*;th. 

Q Do you know who owned the gas station at that 

time? 

A Zt belonged to Prada and a man by the name of 

MUTMCON DUTMCT COUNT NBMNTMS. US. COUHTHOUM 

rot.iv $ quasi. vonk. n.v. co i-mm 
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1 

pgr M.Rodriguez-direct 06 


2 

Delgado. 


3 

Q Do you know who ownod the eras station before 


4 

Prada? 


6 

A Yea. 


6 

0 Who was that? 


7 

A Charles Cusigo. 


8 

Q Do you see Mr. Cusigo in the courtroom todav? 


9 

A Yes. 


10 

0 Will you identify him, olease. Indicate 


11 

what he is wearing, olease. 


12 

A The red tie, the qlasses. 


13 

THE COURT: Miss Perlmutter? 


14 

MS. PERLMUTTER: The defendant sittino next 


15 

to me is Busigo-Cifre. 


16 

Q Do you know this gentleman as Mr. Charles 


17 

Cusigo as opposed to Mr. Busigo? 


18 

A . Yes. 


19 

0 After the meeting between you, Mr. Prado, 


20 

Tommy and Frankie, did you see anyone else that dav in 


21 

connection with this shipment of heroin? 


22 

A Yes. 


23 

0 Who else? 


24 

A I had anappointment made for that day with 


26 

Raul Ortega and Rasdres Gonzales in a Chinese restaurant 
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at Broadway and 173rd Street. 

0 Did you no to that appointment? 

A Yes. 

Q Whom did you meet there? 

A Ortega, Ramirez, and a man that Ortega intro¬ 

duced to me as his brother-in-law by the name of Ciro 
Rodriguez. 


Q You told us you met Mr. Ortega in 1969. Had 
you ever met Ciro Rodriguez before? 

A No. 

0 Will you identify him, please? 

A (Indicating). 

0 Describe what he's wearing? 

A The man sitting between the two ladies. 

THE COURT: Mr. Reid? 

MR. REID: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Do you concede the identifi¬ 


cation? 

MR. REID: Yes, your Honor. 

0 Would you tell what the conversation was at 
lunch indicating who said what? 


A I told Ramirez that I had had an apnointment 
with an Italian friend of Sifori and that I needed a 
sample of heroin to show it to the clients. 











A14 


pgr M.Rodriguez-direct 

Q What did anybody at the table aav, Dlease? 

A Ortega told me that there would bo no oroblem, 

that he would give me the sample later on. 

0 Did you go anvwhere after lunch? 

A Yes. 

Q Where didyou cro? 

A We went to an anartment at 16?nd Street. 

0 Do you recall anything else about the address 

of that apartment? 

A Yes. It was 666 162nd Street. 

Q Can you recall on what floor the apartment was? 
A The second floor. 

Q What happened in that apartment? 

A Ortega came with us to this address trvinn to 
locate that friend of his, Jorge Infiesta. 

0 What haooened? 

A Infiesta was not at hit anartment. 

0 Did you no anvwhere? 

A Prom there we went to the 005 Bar. 

0 Did jpu moot anyone at the 00S Bar? 

A There Ortega located Infiesta. 

0 Had you met Mr. INfiesta before that? 

A No. 

Q Would you identify him, please? 
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2 

A (Indicating) 


3 

0 Describe what he's wearing. 


4 

THE COURT; Mr. O'Connor? 


6 

MR. O'CONNOR: Yes. 1 concede the identifi¬ 


6 

cation. 


7 

MR. BLACKETT: May it please the Court, is 


8 

the witness reading from something"* 


9 

THE COURT: No, he's not. 



MR. BLACKETT: Thank you. 


11 

THE COURT: Proceed. 


12 

Q Mould you tell us where the 005 Bar is or was 


18 

in 1970? 


14 

A Broadway and 161st Street or close to it. 


18 

0 How far from Mr. Infiesta's apartment was 


18 

that? 


17 

A About two and a half blocks. 



Q Were you introduced to Mr. Infiesta? 


W 

A Yes. 


20 

0 Incidentally, Mr. Rodricues, do vou recall 


21 

what car you were in when vou went to Mr. Infiesta's 


23 

apartment from lunch? 


23 

A Yes. 


M 

0 What car was that? Will vou describe that? 


26 

A It was a blue Chevrolet, and Ciro Rodrigues 
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of heroin? 


*i. Rodriguez - direct 


A I came hack to the 005 Bar with Ramirez and 
I told Ortega that I needed a kilo of heroin for tne 
Italians. 

0 Tell us who wa3 present that day at 005 Bar 
with you during that conversation? 

A Ortega, Ciro, Ramirez, Infiesta and myself. 

0 Will you continue with the conversation. 

A Ortega told me to wait in Infiesta's apartment, 
that he would bring the heroin to Ramirez and myself. 

Q Did you go to Infiesta's apartment later that 

uay? 


Q At aoout what time? 

A About 7:00 o'clock in the evening. 

0 When you got there, who wa 3 tnere? 

A Infiesta and his wife. 

Q Did anyone else arrive? 

A Around 8:00 in tne ovening Ortega arrived, ilo 
told Ramirez, "Here are the keys to the car, my sister's 
car. It is parked downstairs. Under t<»e seat you will 
find a kilo of neroin." 

Ramirez and I left, Ramirez told me to drive 
and I drove to the gas station. 
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A At the 005 Bar. 

9 Do you recall wno had introduced you to Mr. 

Reyes? 

A Jose Otero. 

Q Please identify Hr. Otero. 

A (Indicating) 

O Describe what he is wearing. 

MR. STONE: The identification is stipulated, 
your Honor. 

A The man with his hand to his face. 

THE COURT: The identification is conceded. 

Q Tell us w.iat you did in Mr. Infiesta's nouse. 

A Well, we counted the money again. Ortega told 

us that he will take $18,000 of that’ money and Ramirez 
and I took the balance of that money. 

Q Did there come a time when you left Hr. Infiesta's 
house that day? 

A Yes. 

0 Whore did you sleen that evening? 

A At homo. 

Q Did anybody go home with you? 

A Ramirez Gonzalez. 

0 Going back for a moment to the distribution 

of the money, did Mr. Ortega indicate wno would receive 
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tiie nrocecds of the $1U,000? 

a he told me that ao would receive $18,000 for 
each kilo of heroin; that ne had the heroin stashed at 
the nouse of his brother-in-law, and that from that money 
lie would take care of paying them. 

0 After the sale of this kilogram to the federal 
agents, did you continue to distribute this shipment of 
heroin over the next few nonths? 

MR. MICilEUlAN: May it pleaisc the Court, I 
respectfully urge that Miss Neiman has been leading this 
witness for the last number of questionsand I would most 
rrsooctfully urge — 

THE COURT: I don't know asout t.io last nur.uar, 
out certain the last one. 

MK.MICHELMA.J: Tnank you, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Ueframe your question. 

Q What did you do with the shipment of heroin ! 

ter the sale of the first kilo to the federal agents? 

A After the sale was made to the two Italians, 
Uamirez and I started looking for people whom we could 
sell the material to. 

Q From approximately when to wnen did you distribute 
heroin from this shipment? 

A March, April. 
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a. Rodriguez - direct 


113 



‘ l ° went upstairs or downstairs. 

J And wnere was this location? 

A I tliink tnat it may nave ween 20, 25 jIockj 
away. I don't have an exact figure nut it wasn't too 
far fjtom tno other nousu. 

0 Was it in blizaneth, dew Jersey, if you know? 

A Yes. 

0 on this occasion wnen you were with Mr. Ortega 
and Mr. Gonzalez at Giro and Francisca Galana's nouse, 
did you do anything to increase the quantity of tne neroin? 

A Yes. 

MR. FPJUMCIi,: A* tiiis tine I as: tiie Court 
again to please caution the District Attornev not only 
on leading questions nut tne re were some otiiers wo navo 
not oojected to because the/ seem innocuous nut tnis onu 
certainly was leading. I will ask your honor to please 
ask counsel — 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

0 Mr. Roariguez, would you tell us wnat you did 
after *ir. Ortega lowered tno nlinds? 

A Well, as I said oefore, he nrougnt in tne suit¬ 
case. he returned to tne small room off the living room 
and iie nrougnt a scale — oil, ne nrougnt a swopping nag, 
he orought in a snooping nag. Inside no nad a scale, 
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a sealer. Ynere was sugar to cut the noroin wita, tauro 
wore -alastic nag3, tne re were strainers. The equipment 
necessary tc mix and cut tne neroin. 

Q Would you tell us waat you did tnere? 

A Well, Ortega decided to add 9 ounces of 3 ugar 
to eucu kilo of neroin — 

.»it. . HTCHLIn,: Oujection, your honor. 

Yiid CuURT; Sustained. You can't tell us ....at 
was decided. Tell us wnat .lr. Ortega did. 

A Well tne reason I referred to it taat ./ay was 
at tnat time I nad no idea how thi 3 was done — 

MR.MITCHELL: Ohioction, your Honor, 
lid. COURT Wait, wait. Mr. Rodriguez, merely 
describe to us what Mr. Mt-toga did. 

A Well, ne added J ounces of sugar to oacu kilo 


of noroin. 


And what was the purnose of that? 

MR. MICHELMAW: Objection. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

The objective was to mix tno neroin witn tne 


sugar. 


Q Mr. Rodriguez, during the next few months, 
did you mix herein on more than one occasion? 

TliE COURT: Wait a second. Wno was present 
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each kilogram to your customers? 

MR. JACOBS: Oujection. 

7IIE COURT: Sustained. Let's have specifics. 

J Did iir. Ortega ever mention where ne had 
gotten the 45 kilos? 

A On several occasions he mentioned that ne nad 
a connection with some Argentinians wuo were the ones 
who goc tiie heroin for him. 

0 iiid he ever say anything to you aoout whore 
ne delivered the money tnat you turned over to him? 

A In one occasion he told us that ne would keep 
tiie money at the nousc of a person that ne used to call 
LI Padrino. 

0 »ir. Rodriguez, wnen you agreed to sell neroin 
to a customer, where did you get the neroin from? 

iiR. JACOB.j: oujection. Again it is a general 

question. 

Tlk. COURT: Why don't you come down to specifics, 

please? 

tllSS WEIMAR: Very well, your honor. 

0 Mr. Rodriguez, wuere did Mr. Gonzalez stay 
during thi3 time period? 

A There were times wnen ne slept at my uomo. At 
the Paramount hotel in Wew York, at tne house of an aunt 

•OUTNIftM DISTRICT COURT RSRORTMB. US. COURTMOUM 
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Q Did you speak to anyone there? 

A Yes. 

Q To whom? 

A With Fioueroa. 

Q Would vnu identify Mr.Figueroa? 

A The one who’s scratching his head. 

MR. STONE: I'll stipulate he has identified 

the defendnt Figueroa. 

0 Mr. Rodricruez, do you know Mr. Fjoueroa bv 
any othername? 

A Yes. 

0 And what is that? 

A Lazarito. 

0 Did you have a conversation with Mr. Fioueroa 

at the 005 Bar? 

% 

A Yes. 

Q What was thatconversation? 

A I told him that we were havino a transaction 

with some Italians but that I had noticed that several 
cars were following us, that I had been at Infiesta's 
apartment and that I hod the eertaintv that some of those 
cars belonaed to federal aoents or to the nolice. "I 
wantwu to do me the favor to oo to Infiesta's apartment 
and tell him that if there is anything wrono inside the 

SOUTMSRM DISTRICT COURT RKPORTERS, U4. COURTHOUSI 
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k Yea. 


0 Wuero did you spoaK to oooplc? 

A I spoke to Piquoroa at the DJi ear, witn Joaquin 

I'racia at tno qaa station. 

0 cid you sr>eak to anyone else during tue first 
few uays following the sale to the agents? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you li3t all tile people during tnosu first 

few days? 

A I snoke witn Paco l’ercz, denovarria, euarlies 
ussigo, Jose Ramiro, Armando dl Cnino. 

0 directing your attention to the uay after tue 
sale to tue federal ageiits, do you recall waere you were 
on tuat day? 

A Would you please repeat tue question? 

0 directing your attention to tnc day following 
tue sale of tne first kilo to the federal agents, uo you 
recall waere you were tuat day? 

A >s. 

Q Wncre wore you? 

A I remeiuuur taut tuat noon 1 had lunen wits) 
Ortega, Ciro, Ramiro, and nyself at tuo Cuinose restaurant 
at 173rd and Droadway. 

0 Is that tue same restaurant tuat you nave already 
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date? 


.* Would you tell us wnat the discussion was? 

A 1 remember t.iat I nad gone to tne aotul to 

look for urtoga and Kamiro, Uamxro and urtoga told me 
tuat Kaye3 had invited tnern to luncn. I waited at t-ie 
*■ lo jj/ in the notcl and all of us went to tne aforeiicntioneu 
restaurant. 

0 And what was tne conversation at tne restaurant? 

A During that conversation I reioenuer uiat Ortega 
asked Duis Reyea that he needed promoter payments from 


0 Incidentally, .lr. Uodriguez, wnat notcl were 
you just referring to, the name of tne notel? 

A Paramount hotel. 

<J Hr. Kodriguez, when did you first uect Charles 
Dusigo-Cxfro? 

a I knew aim around 1969. 

0 Wiero diu you meet aim? 

A At tac gas station at lo_>t.» htreet and Amster¬ 


dam Avenue. 


13 tuat wnat you refer to as Prada's gas station? 


Did tne re come a time wnen you 3ooke to .lr. Cifrc 
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auout tais snipment of heroin? 

A Yea. 

Q Aoproximately waen was tais in relation to ti»e 
aalo of the first kilo to federal agents? 

A Six days later. 

U hnore did you sneak to dr. Cifre? 

A At Prada's gas stati.on. 

U Unat did iir. Cifre say to you and wnat did you 
aay to aim? 

A Cifre told me tnat he was interested in auyino 
iieroin from us. ilo aad purcaased aeroin from Prada and 
tnoy had aad some differences aaout it. And he preferred 
to auy from Ramiro and myself directly wit>iout any inter¬ 
mediaries. 

0 Had you sold any of this aeroin to Prada? 

A Yes. 

0 How much of it? 

A »ialf a kilo of aeroin. 

And did dr. Praua tell you wnat he nad uonc 
wita taat naif kilo? 

rtd. PdHUlUVTL’i:: Oojoction, your Honor. 

VUL COURT; day? 

• Id. PEKhHUTTCR; I suumit, your aonor, it's 
aearsay on aearsay want ;tr. Prada nad done wita aeroin 
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taat ue received. 

ViLL COURT; Overruled. 

HISS iJEIHAW: Hr. Reporter, would you please 

read teat question oack. 

(Question read) 

A Yes. 

Q Wnat did he tell you? 

A When we made the deal wherooy I would deliver 
aalf a Kilo of aeroin to aim, he referred to tue fact 
taat ae aad two customers. Caarles busigo aau an ,viuericaa 
alack. 

Q aid Hr. Prada tell you now muca of taat aeroin 
ae had sold to Hr. Cifre? 

A lie told me he sold to aim a quarter of a kilo. 
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0 Did he t«l T vou anythin*} else about that sa’p’ 

A Prada told me that ha had some differences 
with Charles because of the price and that he would rather 
that I sell directly to Charles because Charles was very 
hard. 

Q What did you tell Mr. Cifre when he told vou 
that he wanted to deal directly with you? 

A I remember that I told him when vou finish 
this transaction with Prada, Ramiro and I will sell 
heroin to you. 

0 And did you talk to Mr. Cifre naain? 

A Yes. 

Q Where were you when you spoke to him aaain? 

A I remember we were at the aas station. We 

went to a bar rioht in the comer above the oaraoe and 
there we discussed the possibility of Beilina him 
heroin. 

0 And who was present? 

A Mr. Ramiro, mvself, Charlie, ri Calleno came 

on several occasions to have a drink with us while we 
were there. Right now I don't remember anybody else 
coming there. 

0 Will you tell us what vou discussed with 

Mr. Cifre? 

i 
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A We agreed to sell him half a kilo of material. 

0 Did you aaree upon a once? 

A Yes. 

0 And what waa that nrice? 

A $0500 for that half a kilo. 

Q And did you make anv arrangement* to deliver 
the half kilo? 

A Yes. 

Q What were those arrangements? 

A Charles told me that towards evening, let's 
say 7 in the evening, he was goino to introduce me to 
somebody and ha wanted me to deliver the material to that 
person for that person worked for him. 

Q And did you meet with Mr. Ci*re at about 

that time? 

A Yes. 

O And what happened? 

A We met at Prada's eras station and he introduced 

somebody to me and told me to deliver the half kilo to 

that person. X met that person, I told him that half 
an hour later he should wait for me at 740 150th Street and 
that X should deli/er the heroin there. 

0 Do you know that peraon's name? 

A No. 


* 

•l' 
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Q What was at 790 West 158th Street? 

A There is an apartment house where Prada lives. 
0 And whv did vou arrange to meet there? 

MR. JACOBS: Ohlection as to whv. f 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

n Where was the heroin that vou were ooinrr to 
deliver to this gentleman? 

A In Prada's apartment. 

Q Would vou tell us what happened after vou 
arranged to meet him in front of Mr. Prada's house? 

A I picked up Prada at the gas station, I 

went up to his apartment. He gave me the half kilo of 
hatoin. I came down to the street, went to the 
opposite sidewalk and gave the heroin Vo the Person. 

Q Did vou ever sell anv more heroin to Mr. Prada 
from this shipment of heroin in addition to the half 
kilo you have already told us about? 

A Yes. 

0 How much more? 

A Half a kilo more. 

Q Did Mr. Cifre pay the S9509 for his half 

kilo? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you tell us how he me da thatoavment? 

mwtmm omtmct count mi foot cm. ho. - f ln r 
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A He made it through Prada. 

0 Did he pay all the money at once? 

A No. In several installments. 

Q Were the payments made before veu delivered the 
heroin or after you delivered the heroin? 

A After we dflivered the heroin to him. 

THE COURT* Is this a good time to ston? 

MISS NEIMAN: Yes, it is, vour Honor. 

THE COURT* We will adjourn until 10 o'clock 
tomorrow morning. Will all the jurors please be here 
promptly so we can start on time. 

(The jury left the courtroom) 

THE COURT: Yesterday afternoon Miss Neiman 

delivered to me some Dages of 3500 material which she had 
turned over to counsel but which contained blank soaces 
that was material th*t'she had esoeroted from those 
particular pages on the basis that they should not be 
properly turned over as 3500 material. In addition, she 
gave me the complete record so that I could see the 
portions that had been excerpted. I have read those 
documents and I find that I have to talk to Miss Neiman 
about them. Obviously, if I were to do it in the Presence 
of counsel, thev would then know what we are talking 
about so I am going to ask Miss Neiman to anoear in mv 
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A Vos. 

■j On apnroximately aow many occasions did you 

Keep noroin at Mr. l’rada's apartment? 

A In thraa or four occasions. 

'•* Did Mr. Prada store heroin for you anywnere 
else apart from his apartment? 

A At tne gas station. 

Q did you see rfnero Mr. Iraua Kept the heroin 
in tuie gas station? 

t* da used a casn register tnat no xept at t-ic 
ga3 station, tiie daati, and no also used a neati.a pine, 

o Voll us now no used tne .mating pine? 

A The tune was asout this xai.icter (indicating) , 
and aoout halfway lie used to separate tneu oy exerting 
pressure, and tnen he would -introduce tne nexoin inside 
the nipe and close it un afterwards. 

O Mr. Rodriguez, were Ur. Gonzalez anil Mr. Ortega 
in Mew York througuout this time period? 

/i Mo. V.ioy traveled to Miami. 

M On more than one occasion? 

t\ Yqs . 

v* oo you xnow ..actor Ucaovarria, Mr. .todriguez? 

A Yes. 

0 Milan did you first meet aim? 

aowTiwm otcrmcT count mpooVum. us. count noum 
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A i net doctor Ecnevarria around l:‘u2, 1J63, in 
Miami, Florida. 

0 «’ill you identify dim, please? 

A (Indicating) 


V*ii. COURT: For the record, no a identifying 
Mr. Hector Echevarria. 

J uid there come a time wnon you talncd to aim 
a~>out this aninment of drugs? 

.» /C3. 

'J Aooroximately ^ien was that? 

A I think it mut>t nave jeen tux roe or four or five 
^7'' after tux first sale to i..e federal agents. 

0 did you got in touuxi witn .lr. i'c-xovarria cr 
did ne get in touch with you? 

A ho. I rememner tnat one afternoon at Prada's 
gau station Ua.ino oel Cristo told x.xo tnat na nad uoen at 
Ucncvarria' a sunormarkot and txxat Ecnevarria was inter¬ 
ested in sucing me. 

d Identify xlr. mil Criato, nloaso. 

A The one seated witn glasses. 

xlIUS ddlrimi: .lay tlxe record reflect tne iden¬ 
tification. 

XiiE COURT: xir. Richmond? Identification? 

MR. RICilMUld: I definitely concede tnu iocn- 


BPMTCM. XIa. 
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tification. 


0 >*aere was Hr. Llchovarria’a supermarket? 

■A At 184th Street and Audueon Avenue, 
u aid you go to see Hr. Kcaevarria? 

A Yes. 

U Diu you nave a conversation wita aim? 

A Yea. 


208 


f J Veil us what that conversation ..as. 
a ae told me taat no aad aearu taat I aau ..eroJ.ii 
and ae was interested in my selling aim some material. 

I tola aim taat I would sell him one kilo of aeroin for 

*> 21 , 000 . 


he told me ae was interestou in euying aalf a 
kilo of horoin from me. 

I told him I aad a partner in tae eusincss ay 
ti»o name of harairo Gonzalez; that I was going to try to 
mt them in touch and let aim *r •» U f aia request. 

U aid you speak to hr. Conzalez aaout Hr. 
tcaevarria? 

A Yes. 

0 hid you nut nr. Gonzalez in touca wita hr. 
dcaevarria? 

A Yoa. 

3 


hid you agree to delivor «ny aeroin to Hr. 
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Ecuovarria? 

A Yea. 

0 .Vi 11 you tell us wuetner or. not you diu deliver 
anything? 

A Yes. 

\i v/here did you pick that heroin up? 

A haul Ortega gave it to roe at Infiesta's apart¬ 

ment and Ramiro and myself delivered it to Echevarria at 
the supermarket. 

THE COURT: How much was it? 

THE COURT: Half a kilo of aeroin. 

'.) Did Ecnevarria nay for this naif kilogram of 

heroin? 

A Yea. 

Q Would you tell us in what manner ne paid for 

it? 

A That would ue a long story. 

Q Tell us wnotiic r you aad any proolcms collecting 

money. 

I1R. MITCHELL: ODjecticn. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

0 Tell us what happened in your attempts to collec 
tae money. 

MR. MITCHELL: objection, your Honor, as to tne 
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word attemots. 

Till: COURT: Wnat did he do to collect tho money. 

MR. MITCIIELn: All right. 

A 

Q What did you do to collect tne money, Mr. 
Rodriguez? 

A Well, after naving delivered tne aeroin I 
started to return to tuo grocery, to tao supermarket, 
trying to locate Mr. Ecnevarria out it was impossible 
to locate him. I would joeak to his wife l3auel and I 
would leave messages for him. 

MR. MITCHELL: I will adject to tnat, your 

J!oncr. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

A (Continuing) I would leave messages with .ior 
asking aim to get in touch with me to cay. 

MR. MITCHELL: I will Object on too ground tnat 
wuoever he left a message wiv is not a party — 

THE COURT: lie'3 saying waat ne 3aid. over¬ 
ruled. 

A (Continuing) By taat time I told Ramiro waat 
was going on. ho started coming frequently to tae super¬ 
market as well to locate Echevarria, tie even used Vino 
and El Guajiro to exert pressure on aim. It was all to 
no avail. 
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In one of the last occasions Mrs. Isabel told 

me — 

HR. HITCHEU.: I'll object to tnat. 

Tin: COURT: Sustained. 

<J iui a result of what sne told you, tell us wnat 
you did. 

A doll, I tried to locate Cnarlic Cuuiyo tnat 

./as going to make himself responsible for the payment of 
tiiis dent. 

MS. tERLMUTTEK: Objection. 

TIIE COURT: .no told you .lr. Cusigo was going 
to jo rc3pon3iolr* for t :is doot? 

THE COURT. Ira. Ecnevarria. 

TIIE COURT: I'll strike tne testimony. 

Q Did you speak to Ir. Cuaigo-Cifra? 

A I rememner tnat tnat afternoon at El Gallo Do 
Maron, Ortega, Ramiro, myself, we span? wit.: Cusigo. 

He told us tnat no agreed to nay v2,0J0 to tnat 
account out tnat no would not nay for tne oalance of 
v 1.500. 

After tnat we continued naving problems until 
ono day wnen I left a meeting at the supermarket tnat 
i was going to take over tnat account and tnat denovarria 
would pay mo whenever ho could. 
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U In .'-larch or' 1J70 now long uad you known Cirillo 
Figueroa? 

A I know aim since 11G8. 

d Would you identify aim again, nleaae, .lr. 
Rodrigues? 

x’iid COURT: de has already identified aim. 

U Where did you nave a conversation with aim 
aoout this heroin? 

A Well, tne first conversation wita hazarito 
was at the 005 dar. 

*> hazarito, do you mean Cirillo Figueroa? 

ti /es. 

> Will you tell u-5 ./. t at tnat conversation .:n;. 

A I was together with Ramiro and I renei.iocr tnat 
was the sane day when we delivered aeroin to Chavoco, 
Lazarito told us tnat ae waa interested in ou/ing nuroin 
directly from us oecausc tic uad oeen ouying from t^uis 
Reyes and Jorge Infiesta. 

MR. STORK: Oujeetion and move tnat tiiat -»o 

stricken. 

Ttdi COURT: Stating what .lr. Figueroa said to 

hin. 

JiJ Hr. Figueroa tell tnis to you? 

THE WITNESS: Yos. 

MUTNtM otrratcr count mnootsm. ua, count moum 
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Hit. CTOdU: L witudraw tuo oojoction. 

<j Continue, iix. Rodriquez. 

A (Continuing) Co v;o agree a to sell him heroin 
directly. 

0 ilow rauen heroin aid you agree to ..oil to .ir. 
Figuoroa? 

A dell, tne first order he placed was for one /.ilo 
of heroin. 

>.) old you aareo unon a price? 

A V03. 

•j Jo you recall want tne price was? 

4k $19 13 JO • 

0 uid you make any arrangements for tne uuiivery 

of that one kilogram? 

I 

A Yea. 

0 dnat were those arrangements? 

A Z remember now tnat he introduced me to a fellow 
who lived at 175th Street returning from the Floriua 
oar and no told me tnat wmmovor I aad tho neroin rcauy 
to deliver it to tnat person at the apartment. 

<j Wne re was that apartment? 

A At 175th Jtreet and Broadway. 
j on what floor, if you can recall? 

A on tne ground floor. 
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THE COURT: How much heroin did vou sell him, 

altogether? 

THE WITNESS: Five and a half kilos. 

0 Would you tell us about your second trans¬ 
action with Mr. Figueroa? Where did vou speak to him? 

A Well, almost all of the conversations with 
Figueroa were at the 005 Bar. Occasionally I saw him 
sometimes at the La Vertientes Restaurant, hut it was 
normal for us to meet at the 005 Bar. 

Q In your second transaction with Mr. Figueroa, 
how much heroin did he nurchase from you? 

One kilo pior'». 

Q Andvtiere did vou deliver that heroin? 

A At the 005 Bar. 

Q And to whom did you deliver it? 

A To himself. 

Q Did Nr. Figuroa pav for this kilo? 

A Yes. 

O Did you speak to him again about the purchase 
of more heroin? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you tell uswhat vour conversation was 
with him on that occasion? 

A Nell, on that occasion he told sm that he 
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needed one kilo of heroin hut thathe wanted it delivered 
to Blanquito Serra. 

Q Will you please identify Blanouito Serra? 

A (Indicating). 

NR. BLACKETT: My client is one he referred 


to. 


Q Do you know Mr. Blanouito Serra's true name? 

A No. 

Q Had vou met him before March 1970? 

A Yes. 

0 When had you first met him? 

A I met him around 1.9*9 at the ons Par. 

0 Who introduced you to him? 

A By that time Pepe Otero introduced him to me. 

Q Will you tell us what arrangements were 

made for delivery of this third kilooram? 

A Well, I told him to wait tor help at the 
Prada's Gas Station around 7:30, 8 in the evening, and 
there I delivered the kilo of heroin to Blanouito Serra. 

Q When you sav you told him, who are you 
referring to? 

A Cirillo Pioueroa. 

Q Did you go to the Prada Gas Station? 

A Yes. 
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2 

A Yes. 


3 

0 Do you recall whether anyone was with vou 


4 

at this particular conversation, apart from Mr. Figueroa? 


ft 

A I don't remember right now. 


6 

Q What did Mr. Figueroa say to vou? 


7 

A He spoke to me again about the fact that he 


8 

wanted to buy sane more heroin. 


9 

Q Did you arrange to deliver any heroin to him? 


10 

A Yes. 


11 

0 What were those arrangements? 


12 

A Well, I remember that T had left at Prada's 


13 

house or, that is to say, I had given frada the Vevs to 


14 

my car that I had Darked in front of the building where he 


IS 

lived and I had told him that I had six and a half kilos 


18 

of heroin in the car and X needed it to be stashed in 


17 

his apartment. 


18 

After he carried out that operation, X told 


19 

him that there were several customers who were going to 


20 

purchase that heroin and that they would net in touen with 


21 

him for that. 


22 

0 Did you tell anything to Mr. Fioueroa about 


23 

picking up his kilo of heroin? 


91 

S 

A Yea. 

0 What did you tell him? 
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Nr. Viera about this shipment of heroin? 

A Yes. 

0 Would you tell us how that came about? 

A Well, on one occasion Z arrived at the Rrada's 

Gas Station and Prada told me that Armando El ChiAo, 
from Puerto Rico — he had arrived from Puerto Rico, he 
told me from Puerto Rico — was trying to locate Ramiro 
Gonzales. 

Later on, I let Ramiro know about Prada's 
message. Z came back again to the gas station and 
Prada told me that Armando had been there together with 
Hugo and B1 Mima, tryinq to talk to Ramiro Gonzalez, 
whom he said he knew from Puerto Rico. 

We made an appointment at the bar in New 
York, El Alamac Bar, and Ramiro and myself went to that 
appointment. 

Q Who made that appointment? 

A Well, they left a message to see them at 
that place. 

THE COURT: Who was at this place? 

THE WITNESS> El Alamac Ear. 

THE COURT: Who was there? 

THE WITNESS: Armando Chino and Hugo El 

Mima. 


NUV 


m couhtmou— 
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Q Nr. Rodriguez, when Mr. Prada gave vou the 
message that Armando El Chino had been looking for Ramiro 
Gonzalez, had you ever met Armando El Utino? 

A No. 

Q Did y>u meet him at the Alamac Bar? 

A Yes. 

Q Hill you identify him, please? 

A The first one in the row — 

MR. FRANKEL: The identification is con¬ 

ceded. 

Q Do you know what his true name is? 

A Iknew him as Armando Chino. 

MR. FRANKEL: I will concede — 

MR. JACOBS: Can we fix a time, your Honor? 

THE COURT: He said soamtime in March. 

Q Who wasat the Alamac Bar? 

A Armando, Hugo Mima, Ramiro Gonzalez, and my¬ 

self. 

Q Did you ever speak to Armando El Chino aaain 
after that- meeting? 

A Yes. 

0 Where did you see him again? 

A At the Prada's Gas Station. 

Who was present, apart from you and Armando 

•OUTNONN OIOTNICT COUNT NO NONTOM U.S. COUNTMOUM 
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Port Washinqton. 

0 Did you ao there? 

A Yes. 

0 Will you tell us what hanoened? 

A Well, 1 came to that intersection, I oarked 

the car, 1 got off, I waited for about two or three 
minutes, perhaps. Armando showed up and I told him "I 
have the heroin in the ear." 

He got intide the car with me, we went 
around the neighborhood, and I delivered the heroin to 
him. Ho left and so did I. 

0 Do you know whore Huqo Viera lived at this 

time? 

A Yes. 

0 Where? 

A Perhaps ~ I am not to sure — but about 

half a block from the address where I met hilt. 

MR. JACOBS: Met who? 

THE COURTi Met El Mirno. 

0 Do vou recall Mr. Viera's precise 

address? 

A No. 

Q Do you know whether Armando El Chino lived in 

New York or somewhere else? 
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U Veil U3 wnat uanneneu Juen you coilocteu tnat 
314,333 at tnat apartment. 

“ One nlg.>t around 3:00 o'clock in tue evening 
I was witil namiro at 111 Gallo be Aaron and .ie cj»keu i>ie 
ao.: iauc.i nad Anaando paid, so I told aim that ae had 
delivered 34,0000 and no told mo "'Aiat's very little 
money. I'm going to call Aiami, Armando's souse, anu I 
snail speak to him anout it." 

no bent to a public pnonc and called. 

Wo came uack to w.iere I was drinking aid .10 
told mo, "Look, go to this address and tnoy will give 
you 314,033.' 

w did you go to t-.at audross? 

A Yes. 

'J .1 .ior.i did you see tnere? 

doll, I wont to tnat anartment. X rang tao 
doorbell of the address, a woman came out, and X told 
tnat Armando Cnino had sent iuo to pic., up sonetniug s.*e 
nau tnere and a i.ian came out. lie told me nis name v/as 
Willie, he asked mo to cone in. 

I went tnrougn, let's say, tao living room 
arid I wsnt tnrougn anot.ior room. Jcveral men anu women 
wore tnere, among tiwi Hugo Americano, and tauy gave ue 
a oarwr nag with V14,J00. 
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•J W.io are you referring to sy "t-isy"? 

A Well, tne money was given to me -j/ tnat woman. 

.) aid you nave a conversation wita Hugo Americano 
at that tine? 

A Well, at tnat tine no told ;ie tuat ne was tired 
of txie fact that haniro did not trust .lira and ne cau.m 
witn me to tne Gallo We ilaron. When 1 cauno each to tne 

I 

Gallo Oo ilaron Ortega had arrived, llamiro spoke to nin 
and they spoke there. 

0 uid you agree to deliver any more heroin to 
Armando L'l Chino? 

/' Yes. 

‘j Wnou did you sneak to aoout tnat? 

<» Haniro told rae to got in touen wita Armandoto 
givo him a kilo and a naif of neroin. 

Q Did you get in touch witn Armando? 

A Yes, at Prada's gas station 

0 Veil us want conversation you nad. 

A I wanted to deliver the neroin to aim at tnat 
nlaco out everybody was afraid of tiwit nlaco, so ho tola 
mo tnat at Broadway and lSatn Street tnoro ./as a flower 
snoo; that no was going to wuy some flowers for tno saints 
and tnat he would meet ne there. 
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A In fact I Knew Paco oy signt jo on one occasion 
Kaini.ro told mo tnat Paco would got in touen witn no and 
tuat I mould give ulm «i {uartor of a Kilo of uoroxn tuat 
I nave s tamed at tne anartmont of Cirillo Figueroa's 
friends. 

is tuat tuo quarter of a /.ilo you nave alreauy 
told u3 snout? 

a Yo3 . 

■j oid you see Paco Perez? 

A You. 

ij W.lere was that? 

<- .toll, I saw uii i at i*raua's gas u tat ton. i :.au.: 
an appointment witn nim at IVjta street .tu tnu street 
he low uroadway. 

0 did you go to that appointment? 

A Yes. 

0 Would you toll us wnat happened tnere? 

A dell, I nicked up tne noroin tuat Figueroa 

nad assigned to rae at the apartment. I waited at tua 
war. When I came out to tne street I did not see Paco's 
car on tno struct at the ooint wnurc wo nau made an .irmoint 
went. I wont into tno oar. .wout fiv-- Minutes inter io 
turned west at Broadway and 175tli. I caw out. I got 
into ny car. I parked neaiues nis and i passed tne quarter 

•out mimm oirrmcT coumt mimomtimi, us. coumtmoum 
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0 Arc tno3e tac two neople wao woat witn hr. 
Gonzalez to .Ir. tcaevarria's aunermaraet? 

A You . 

w ion dr. Ortega and ilr. Gonzalea want to rior. ua 

tUu they leave you witu any aoroin? 

A Yea. 

U On more tuan one occasion? 

A Yes. 

'j da at was the largest amount taat taov over loft 

you -Juan they went to floriua? 

A oix and a half uilou. 

•' Will you toll ui ./ayro you niu. ;u u.* t.iat 
aoroin? 

A At Giro Rodriguez' enactment. 

<J >tu at did you do with tuat six and a naif xilou? 

A 1 utasned tneu in i’rada's anartuent. 

J hid you doliver tuoue six and a aalf nilou to 

your customers? 

a I delivered six nilo.t and one juartor. 

j To Wiioi.i did you deliver tuoue six ami a quarter 

..ilou? hist tno peonlo. 

A Figueroa -- 

Vilh COURT: la taiu renetitioua to waat no a as 


already testified to? 
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.U...J dJlI.lAd: to, your donor. «o aro not going 
to no tnround any transactions again. I want niw to list ' 
tne poonle tnat got tnat amount. ditn tne exception of 
Ur. iiquoroa tnoy are different people. 

/\ Pane Otero, Jose Kanirez, Koaerto Lopez, Jo.-.e 
Lam a, and someoody ay tne name of Paquete. 

0 ./died deliveries to .lr. Figueroa came out of 
tnis six and a quarter kilo aiaount? 

A J'rada gave aim a nilo and a iialf. 

UK. JTOiJL: Objection. 

ViU. COU'.iT; In tnis in addition to tnat wait.-.. 

-as testified to? 

.11JJ JLI.iAd; X asked uiu w.iic.t uolivoriea aero 
made out of this nix anu a quarter. 

THE COURT: lie nas testified to one and a ..-If. 

UR. ST0.1E: lie is not aaying Prada gave it to 

nirx. 

iliSL .JEIilAU: lie has testified to tnat. 

.11'.. LTOWE: It's confusing. 

W nuicn other transactions wore tncru? 

A I also gave uiia an additional Kilo from cnat 

same noroin. 

v? dnicu transaction tliAt you nave told us an out 
is this one you just Mentioned? 
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s 

A At tae Gallo oe daron. 


s 

'j did you deliver it tnere? 

1 


4 

A Yes . 


s 

0 jo you roneuaer waere you delivered it at tuo 


• 

war? 


7 

A I made three jonaratc deliveries to aim. 


8 

'J do you reiaomhor w.iorc you nado tno first delivery 

I 

* 

9 

A In tite kitchen at tea oar, and tne men's room. 


10 

ana tau otiter one tnrouqu l’rada at tne oar. 


11 

d now muon aeroin on eacn occasion did you deliver 


IS 

to .lr. dopes? 


u 

.. naif a kilo of nuroin on <_uon occasion. 


14 

f> has anyone else present unen you made any of 


16 

taeae tnroc delivaries to dr. Lopez? 


M 

A l’rada was present on one occasion. 


17 

0 oo you recall wnetiior anyoody clue «aw ever 


18 

nresent? 


c 



19 

A I don't ruioeiiwer. 


20 

Q You mentioned .lr. naniroz w.tota you rofcrreu to 


SI 

as Cuevas. 


ss 

•l.ien .tad you first met *lr. dai.d.roz? 


28 

4 % .around 1J6 J. 


* 

0 linen did you first speak to aim aaout tnis 


SB 

iaiouent of auroin? 



tOUTMlMN OMTNICT COUNT MPONT MS. US. COUNTMC UM 



TOi.1T tOMAM, MO TOOK. N.V. CO >-«M 











AM 

nojw M. Rodriguez-direct 2G1 

Q Mr. Rodriguez, do you know someone wy the name 
of El i- loro? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you identify him, nlease? 

A Tne last one on the oench. 

MISS MLIMAN: May the record reflect the iden¬ 
tification of Jose Angel Aguilera. 

MhS. SOLLEDEK: Ye:*, your donor. 

Uo you l.now wnonc names is Jose Angel Aguilera? 

MRS. SOLLEUER: I oujoct, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

*. Uo. 

? When had you first not E) -loro? 

A I saw him for the first time in Florida, for 
tne first time in 1969. 

0 Who introduced you to him? 

A Ortega. 

o uid there come a tine when you 3 nol:» to Li 
.torro twout this u.iioment of heroin? 

A Jo. 

«U:S. NOLLE OCR: I ohjoct, your donor. Yuore 
.as not iieen any testimony nnout El ..oro and heroin right 
now. 

THE COURT: That's not oujectiona->le. 
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TlfK COUIVV: Ortega is a defendant in this law¬ 
suit. 'Ejection overruled. 

(> aid you go anywhere from tae 005 liar? 

A I remember that that night I wont to Mew Jersey 

to Ciro'n anartmrnt and that w.ion I arrived there LI 
Moro wan tnere. 

° bid you have a conversation a^out heroin? 

A I remember Ortega asked me to give Ll .loro a 
drive back to hew York. 

MRS. SUULEOEK: I object unless it ia in the 
oreaenca of LI .loro. 

ViiL COURT: Overruled. Tain in a conspiracy 

count. 

0 Continue please. 

A I tried to bring nim back to how York. 

El Moro told me that he was considering taking 

I 

that heroin to Chicago where he had 3ome custoi e-s. That's 
what Z remember. More or less we spoke about ueroin on 
the way. 

Q bid he tell you how muen heroin he had received 
from Ortega? 


A half a kilr 

Q bid you drive aim back to New York? 
A Yes. 
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2 

A 

Yes. In two additional locations. 


3 

Q 

Would vou tell us what the arranoements were 

•V 


4 

for the second transaction, the one after the quarter of a 


S 

kilo? 



6 

A 

We made an appointment at the restaurant. 


7 

Rergenline 

Avenue. 


6 

0 

Whom did you make that appointment with? 


9 

A 

With him. 


10 

O 

By him you mean with Mr. Sarria? 


11 

A 

We were speaking about him. 


12 

o 

Did you qo to the restaurant c*n Serqenline 


13 

Avenue? 

- 


14 

A 

Yes. 


16 

0 

Did you qo anywhere before that? 


16 

A 

I went to the lechonera there. 


17 

0 

Where had you qotten heroin on this occasion? 

« 


18 

A 

Prom Ciro Rodriguez's apartment. 


19 

0 

From whom had you ootten the heroin? 


20 

A 

Ortega had given it to me. 


21 

0 

Did you see Jose Sarria? 


a 

A 

Yes. 


a 

Q 

Did you deliver the kilo and a quarter? 


24 

A 

Yes. 


a 

Q 

Tell us what your conversation was. 
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t 

A 

Ws lx, bv that time Ramiro and Orteca were dealinn 


s 

directly with him. 


4 

3 

0 

Sarria? 

Did you ever deliver any more heroin to Mr. 


• 

A 

No. Not me. 


7 

Q 

Do you know anyone by the name of Pirollo? 


• 

A 

Yea. 


• 

0 

Do you know him by any other name? 


10 

A 

Carlos Fernandez. 


11 

0 

Approximately when did you first meet Pirollo? 


12 

A 

Around March, 1?70. 


U 

O 

Who had introduced vou to him? 


14 

A 

Echevarria. 


15 

Q 

Did there come a time when you spoke with 


M 

Pirollo 

about this ahipattnt of heroin? 


17 

A 

Yes. 


18 

Q 

Will you tell us who was present? 


19 

A 

Prada, Ramiro, Pirollo and mvself. 


20 

Q 

Where was this conversation? 


21 

A 

At Prado's apartment. 

* 


22 

Q 

Tell us what the conversation was? 


21 

A 

Well, I had made a delivery to that aoartmcnt 


M 

to give 

him a kilo and a half of heroin. 


25 

Q 

To give whom? 

■OUTNSRR BMTIMCT COURT RCRORTCRS. UJ. COURTROOM 
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Q r)j<: you participate in tie sale of every one 
of the 45 kilograms? 

A No. 

Q Approximately how many kilograms did ^ou 
participate in selling? 

A I think about 20 kilos. 

0 Did vou ever have an accounting with Ramiro 
Gonzalez and Raul Orteqa? 

A Yes. 

0 Do you recall where this was? 

A At the aoartment in Elizabeth. 

r Do you recall approximately when durino this 

time period this took place? 

THE COURT 1 When you say the apartment in 

Elizabeth, do you mean the apartment of tho defendant 
Ciro Rodriouez-Calana? 

THE WITNESS• Yes. 

(Ouestion read) 

A I don't rememher. That was af the verv end 
when we ran out of heroin. 

° What was the conversation? 

A We tried to settle our accounts. 

0 Tell us as best as vou can recall what 

every body said. 
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A W 4 II, in fact, there was a problem when we 
met because the heroin that was taken from each nackaoe, 
from each kilo, nine ounces were taken out were sunoosed 
to be profit for Raniro, myself, and Ortega. Throucrh 
some explainable way that heroin did not show up. 

o By not show up, you mean in the aocountino? 

.A No, no. The heroin didn't show up. • 

') Do you mean vou didn't see it? Is that 
what vou are saying? 

A Let's assume that that — 

MR. MICHELMAN: Objection, "our «onor. 

THE COURTt v ou can't sav the word assume. 

What do vou mean when vou sav the ounces 
didn't show up? They didn't have them? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. Thev disappeared. 

0 Did vou see them disappear? 

THE COURT: You don't see them disappear. 

Mr. Rodriguez, who took the nine ounces out 
of each kilo? 

THEWITNESS: Ortena. 

THE COURT: Did he keep the nine ounces from 

each kilo? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COURT: When it came to vour aocountinci 
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» • • # 

hoa-direct 

y At this time were you also introduced to a man 
named liovsep Caramian? 

A Yes. 

THE COURT: How do you spell it? 

TUL WITNESS: C-a-r-a-m-i-a-n. 

THE COURT: Tuis morning I nad tne interpreter 
stand uack oecause waen you stand next to the witness 
no has a personal conversation with you. We nave to 
have all the defendants nere. 

Q During this time when you were involved witn 
heroin, where were you living? 

A In iliami, Florida. 

w Where were all your neroin dealings? 

A In Hew York. 

0 Anout now often would you come to hew York 
during tnis time? 

A Almost every month. 

0 How would you know that it was time to come 

to hew York? 

A I would ue told ny Segunodo Coronel. 

U How would you come to hew York? 

A Hy car. 

y uuring this period, how many apartments did 

you have in hew York? 


•OUTRKRH DISTRICT COURT RCPORTBRS. US. COURTROOM 
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A I used to have nine to ten during tnat whole 
period. Three during one single trip. 

Q Would you use these apartments to store aoroin? 
MR. JACOBS: I object, leading. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

iiR. KAUFMAN: It is still basically the back¬ 


ground r your Honor. 

THE COURT: Oh, no. It is not. 

Q Mr. Noa, to wnat use did you put some of tnese 
apartments in connection with the heroin business? 

MR. JACOBS: I have an objection as being 
outside tuie scope of tue conspiracy. No were tola tais 
case involved one snipmeat and the distribution of one 
shipment of heroin. We are talking about 1968 and 1969. 
waich aas nothing to do with it. 


THE COURT: I will allow it as background 


material. 


A I used to stash tac neroin in taem and dis¬ 
tribute seme of it. 

0 How many of tnese apartments did you use as 
stash apartments? 

A Three. 

0 Uo you recall what apartments they were? 

A one on 49th Street between dta and 9th; anotaer 


•OUTMCMH OMTMCT COUNT MNONTKM. US. COUNTHOUM 


PU 





1 

AI2 
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2 

one on 

47tii Street between Jta and 10th in Manhattan; 


3 

and another one at 171st Street and Auduaon Avenue. 


4 

U 

Mr. Woa, until what date were you involved 


5 

in the 

heroin business? 


6 

A 

Until December 2, 1970. 


7 

W 

•J.iat happened on that date? 


8 

A 

X wan arrested. 


9 

U 

1 

On v/nat charge were you arrested? 


10 

A 

Five charges. 


11 

Q 

What were the nature of tae charges? 


12 

A 

Transportation, smuggling of, possession, sale 


13 

and introduction to this country of aeroin. 


14 

U 

Were you convicted on those caarges? 


15 

A 

Yes, sir. 


16 

U 

W here did this occur? 


17 

A 

Xn Miami, Florida. 


18 

0 

Was this in federal court? 


19 

A 

Yes, sir. 


20 

0 

have you ween sentenced on that? 


21 

A 

Yos, sir. 


22 

U 

What is your sentence? 


23 

A 

Seventeen years. 


24 

U 

Are you still in jail? 


25 

A 

Yes, sir. 
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(j uo you currently have a motion pending in 
Florida to reduce that sentence? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 Is it your understanding that tne government 

will malc.e the fact of your cooperation known to tne 
sentencing judge? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Directing your attention to late January of 

1970, did someone tell you to coroe to Hew York for a 
shipment of heroin? 

MR. STONE: Objection, certainly a leading 

juestion -- already given the answer. 

THE COURT; Overruled. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Who told you to come to Hcv/ York? 
a Segunodo Coronel. 

Q Did he tell you in person or over tne phone? 

A Personally. 

Q Where did this occur? 

A In a restaurant of his ownersnip in Miami. 

0 Do you reraemoer the name of this restaurant? 

A La Oriaa Del Cacanual. 

0 Did he toll you way you should go to Hew York? 

A Yos. 

INTNIM DISTRICT COUNT RCPORTSRS. U4. COURTROOM 
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0 Wnat did he tell you? 

A lie told me to come because a snipment of 
neroin was expected. 

Q Did he tell you whom to contact in Now York? 

A Yes. 

0 Who did he tell you to contact? 

A With Mr. Arenas. 

0 Did you go to Wow York? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you rememoor when you arrived in Mew York? 

A On February 2, 1970. 

■j how did you come to Mew Yor>:? 

A by car. 

Q Where did you go when you got to Mew York? 

A First of all to the apartment on 49tn Street 

between 8th and 9th, and afterwards to see .'lr. Arenas. 

Q Maere did you go when you went to see Mr. 

Arenas? 

A To a snoe store in 91st Street and Amsterdam 

Q Was this tile sane shoe 3tore that Mr. Arenas 
had wnen you first met him a few years earlier? 

A Wnen 1 first met him it did not used to jc a 
shoe store. It used to oe a herbal store and it wasn't 
of his ownership, did not nelong to him. 
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U Who told you to escort Mr. Caramian ? 

A Mr. Arenas. 

0 And what happened then? 

A Mr. Cararaian got inside my car and hs told me 
to go to tiie International Airport, to Kennedy Internation 
Airport. 

U hid you go to Kennedy International Airport? 

A And I went to tue airport and tie snowed me 

wnere to go — to the International parking lot. ne 
snowed me the way until he told me to "Stop nere." He 
got off the car. So did I. He tried to open a car tnat 
was narked tiiere and nr wasn't aole to nccausu it was 
too cola, so I nelpen him open the trunk. Hu told mo 
to open the trunk in ray car and we switched tnree suit¬ 
cases from that car of nis to my car. './non no finisneu 
t>ie transferring of the suitcases, he told me "nere are 
SO kilos. And good luck.” 

d llow many suitcases were there, do you recall? 

A Vhree suitcases. 

U Can you dascrioe tue suitcases? 

A Yhey were Samsonite, grey. 

0 dhat Happened after the suitcases were trans¬ 

ferred into your car? 

"toll, lie stayed there and 1 came nack to 
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Manhattan. 

H 

U What did you do waon you returned to dannattan? 

A I nut two suitcases in an apartment tnat I 
wad on 43 tn dtreat. I took anotner suitcase to tne apart¬ 
ment I had on 47th Street and I put ray car away. 

Q Did you open the suitcases wnen you wroug.it 
tne in up to your apartment? 

A After I came oack to the apartment I opened 
the suitcase to try the neroin and to stun it. 

Q iiow many packages wore taere inside the 
suitcases? 

A One nundred twenty packanes of naif a .%ilo 

eacn. 

Q What did you do with the heroin after you 
opened the suitcases? 

A I tried it. I tested it. 

Q Iiow did you test it? 

A With an oil tireruometer of 300 degrees to 
see the temnerature at wnicn it ourned. 

0 ‘What did your tent indicate to you? 

A i'iiat tnis was A-l. 

0 Was all tno neroin the sane or were there 
different types of heroin? 

A There were tnree types of three different 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COUNT HI PORT IRS. UJ. COURT MOWS* 
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in front of nis apartment. Twenty minute* later, 
annroximatcly, 1 arrived tnere. He was waiting for me. 

And I told aim I liad the heroin on me and 1 wanted him 
to pick it up because I didn't want to lose it or 
arrested. 

So he told me tnat he had no place to ta/te 
it to, but anyway he climued up on ray car and ne told 
me, "Come with me." 

I went down on 187tn to Auduoon Avenue, tie 
told me to turn right at anout halfway througn tne ulock 
he told me to "Stop nere." He told me, "bet's take out 
tne suitcases." I picked ur> two suitcases and ae picked 
up one. tie went to an apartment on tne second floor in 
a uuilding there. He rang tne uell. They opened tne 
door and 1 deposited my two suitcases and he deposited 
nis in the middle of the living room, and I told aim, 
"Well, Z wish you luck necause I'm leaving," and tnat 
is where tne 60 kilo trip ends. 

Q Has this apartment in wnicn you dropped off 
tile suitcases a different apartment than tne one on ld7tn 
Street wnere Arenas lived? 

A Yea, this was a different type and a uifferent 
address . 

Q When you dropped the suitcases off at this 

•ourMIMH OMYMCT COUNT MCMONTSM. US. COUNTHOUCI 
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aoartment, now many kilos were in tne suitcases? 

A Fifty-five kilos. 

THE COURT: no I gather tni 3 apartment was 
on Audunon Avenue between 187tn and lUVtn Streets? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

U bid you then return to Florida? 

A Anout two or tnree days later. 

Q After retuminq to Florida, did you nave a 
conversation with Segunodo Coronal? 

A About a month and a naif after 1 returned to 
Florida. 

u Toll us wnat you said and tell us ./.tat <tu 

said. 

A tie asked me to come and see aim because 1 
owed him some money and I aad to pay hin, so 1 gave aim 
an appointment at tne bank, which is in 12tn Street ana 
First Avenue Northwest, and tne name of tne bank is 
Riverside ban*. He was writing for me at D:Od, 9:30 
in tne morning. So I askod aim, now did the business end. 
he told me that they diun't come out too well; that tacy 
nad taken Hr. — taken wita aim — 

AA. STONE: Objection. We are now giving 
hearsay prior to the conspiracy. 

THE COURT: llow is this admissible? 

% 
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MU. KAUFMAN: Xais is a conversation oetween 
Mr. Noa and Mr. Coronal. Coronal is namad as a co-con¬ 
spirator. 

AJt. STONE i it is considerawly prior to tae 
conspiracy, certainly. 

THE COURT: Consideraoly later. This is some¬ 
time at the end of March, tine beginning of April. 

Isn't taat correct? 

THE WITNESS: That is correct. 

MR. STONE: It was later. 

THE COURT: During the conspiracy, during the 
times alleged. The objection is overruled. Oo anead. 

A lie said that tnu uusinoss did not end up — 
did not come out too well Decause he nad taken Mr. Ortega 
wita uiu> to help aim Decause his religion did not allow 
him to touch heroin during those days. 

THE COURT: Whose religion didn't allow aim 
to touch heroin during tnose days? 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Segunodo Coronol's 

religion. 

THE COURT: During waat days? 

THE WITNESS: It must nave ueen during tnose 
days in the monta of May. He told um during tnose 
days and I did not ask aim what days. 
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0 Would you see him at any otiier places? 

A Sometimes at some wars like the 005, El 

Torero and si Gallo Ue iiaron. 

Q Oo you know a man named Charles Busigo-Cifre? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Since wnen have you known him? 

A 1969. He used to have a gas station and .1 
used to go there to ouy gas and nave my car renaired. 

0 Do you recall wnere that gas station was? 

A 165th Street and Amsterdam Avenue. 

Q Do you see Cnarles Busigo-Cifre in the court¬ 
room today? 

A Yes. 

U Will you please indicate wno he is? 

A Tne second one in that row (indicating). 

i-iS. PERLHUTTER: Your Honor, indicating ray 

defendant. 

Do you know a man named nomingo Del Cristo? 

1 know >tim very little. I nave suen aim very 
I am not sure wnetner 1 snail ue aule to recognize 

uince wnen have you known aim? 

2lu. UICiiMAW: I ouject to this entire line of 
questioning. In his answer he says he wouldn't recognize 


t) 

A 

little. 

aim. 
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Q What kind of 3tore did you open? 

A A store for religious articles. 

Q What is your roliqious background? 

A African. 

MR. JACOBS: Objection. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

Q Are you a minister in this religion? 

A I am a bablau, high priest of the Yoruba cult. 
MR. REID: I object to this testimony with 
respect to his religion. I think it is totally irrelevant. 
THE COURT: Overruled. 

Q !)o you know a man named Sogunolc* Coronel.' 

A Angel :.egunodo Coronel. 

Q How long have you known him? 

A Since If<S7. 

Q What is your relationship with Mr. Coronel? 

A He is my godson. 


religion? 


When you say godson, do you mean within your 


THE COURT: Wait. You can ask him what he 


means by qoduon, but let him answer. 

O What do you mean by godson, Mr. Arenas? 

A I am his religious godfather because he be¬ 

longs to my cult, and that is the relationship we used to 


SOUTNCRN DISTRICT COURT RCSORTCRS. U.S. COURTROOM 
SOCCT SOU ARC. MCW YORK. R.V. CO T-mm 











ncjw 2 




A72 

Arenas-diroct 

have. 

') Did this store that vou opened always remain 
a store which sold religious items? 

A No. 

> When did you change it? 

•\ Towards the end of 1969, beginning of 1979. 

0 What kind of store did it become? 

A A shoe store. 

Q Was selling shoes the way you earned a living? 
A Selling shoes, selling women's clothing, gifts 
from my godsons, and I got involved in the drug business. 

MU. JACOBS: Could the witness bo told to 
sneak a little louder? We really can't hoar. 

Q When did you become involved in the narcotics 

business? 

A Towards the end of 1968. 

Q What drugs were you involved in? 

A Heroin. 

Q Who started you in the heroin business? 

A Angel Segunodo Coronel. 

Q How long did you continue being involved with 

heroin? 

A Until 1970, December of 1979. 

What happened in 1970 to cause you to stop 
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knwn the fact of your cooperation to the sentencing judge? 

A I hope so. 

Q Are there any investigations currently out¬ 

standing against you? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What investigation is that? 

A The Internal Revenue Service. 

Q Have any promises been made to you in connectior 

with this investigation? 

A None whatsoever. 

a Directing your attention to January 1970, do 

you recall a shipment of heroin that came into fhc United 

States at that time? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q How did you first hear about it? 

A At the beginning of 1970, around January, Mr. 
Caramian interviewed Mr. Angel Segunodo Coronel while I 
was present in my shoe store. 

0 Was there a conversation amonq the three of 

you? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What was said by yourself, Mr. Coronel and 
Mr. Caramian? 

A Mr. Caramian was offering 60 kilos of heroin. 
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U Who was Caramian? 

A Caramian is the one who used to transport the 
heroin from South America. 

Q When did you first meet hin? 

A Towards the middle of 1969. 

Q Did you and Coronel eventually agree to take 
delivery of this 60 kilo shipment? 

A First there is a story I should tell. 

THE COURT: No. You are asked questions and 

you give answers. 

Q Can you answer that ^bestion yes or no, Mr. 
Arenas? 

A Yes. Yes. 

Q Do you remember when you agreed to take the 

60 kilogram shipment? 

A Possibly, probably towards tho end of January, 

beginning of February. 
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A Manuel Noa, together with Caramian. 

Q How do vou know thev went out there? 

A Because they anreed in nv store about the 

» 

date at which thav would meet to oo together to the airnort 
to nick uo the heroin. 

o Did they meet nrenaratorv to no to the airnort 

to nick up tbo heroin? 

A Yen, nir. 

Q Where did thov meet? 

A In mv store on Amsterdam Avenue. 

0 What happened at that meetino'’ 

A Thev went to the airnort to Dick un the 

merchandise so that Noa would stash it. 

0 Do you know whether Noa actuallv nicked tin 

the heroin at the airnort? 

A As soon as he came back he told me so. 

O I'ow 1 io did Noa have the heroin? 

A hbout two weeks or 13 davs or nomethinn like 

that. Two weeks apnroximatelv. 

0 Did anvtl.ino hatnon after Noa had the heroin 

for thin oeriod of time? 

A Yen, sir. 

0 What haooened? 

« 

A Noa came to mv home and he told me tnat he had 
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certain tracks in tho kovhole, that he didn't have anv 
safety there to keen that merchandise, that ho had to 
leave for Miami, and ho wanted me to stash that merchandise 

0 Where was this meetino when Voa told 'mu this - ’ 

A At an aoartnent at 515 We3t l P 7th, anartmen* 

*Jo. 63. 

O Was this vour anartmnt? 

A Mv anartmont. 

O What happened a F ter Non told von this"* 

A Well, we aretied for a lone whi 1 a shout the 

merchandise and then I decided since he insisted so to 
stash it in the anartmont where the mother ot mv two sons 

lives which is in Audubon Avenue corner of 199th Street. 

0 Did there come a time when Noa turned the 

heroin over to vou? 

A Automat i os11'* he hrounht two suitcases to the 

apartment And I put then inside a closet and t-hat's where 
the** stayed. 

o Can vou describe the suitcases? 

A These wore lame Samsonite suitcases. 

0 no vou know what was inside the suitcases? 

A Since he told mo it was heroin an’ T knew 

he had cone to nick ud heroin it was heroin. 

Q What did vou do after vou received this heroin? 
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A Antonat.ical 1 v I called r.r.ourvV* f'ornni'l in 

Miani and T told hin ho had to nick un that inorchandiso 
fast and ho told no that oreciselv then ho was in 
conference with Raul Orteqa. 

MR. MICHRLMAM: Objection. 

TJ'E COURT* On what orounds? 

MR. MICHKLMAtl* Double honrsa •. This nan 
is pot a named defendant hero, the nan who supnnsodlv toi 
h in. 

THE COUPS'- Isn't On rone 1 named as a nv 

conspirator? 

f’o. MICHEL?'*,’* As "ar as I '.now he's no- 

coine to be a witness hero. 

Q Continue with your answer as to what Coronel 
told you on the telephone. 

A That he would send Raul Orteaa awav to nick 
un the nerchandiso. 

o Did von know who Raul Orton.i was? 

A Yes. 

o When had vou first mot him? 

A About October 

o VTho had introduced vou to Orteaa? 

A Seaundo Coronel and Umberto Coronel. 

o Was Orteaa involved in vour rellaion’ 
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THE COURT: Co ahead. 

o Did Ortooa tell vou where he was eoino to take 

the heroin? 

A He told me he wan eoin« to oo with the heroin 

to the house of his brother-in-law Ciro. 

o Did he sav where this house wan? 

A He told me thatthat was in Elisabeth. 

Previously I had known where that house wan. I had been 
there ones with him. 

o Did Ortean leave with the heroin? 

h Yes, sir. 

o Did vou have c;ov further invr Ivement wit*' 

this oarticular shioment of heroin? 

A Yes, sir. 

o Tell us about that. 

A While he had the heroin and since Seoundo 

was not here in New York On ranian needed the monev. 

\ dav erne when he said he needed to nick u»> " > h kilos 
of the heroin he had left. 

o Who said that? 

A Caramian. 

o What did vou do when Caramian told vou that? 

A I told that to Seeundo. 

O What hanooned? 
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2 

A 

Sooundo told me to eive him as much as he 


3 

wanted. 



4 

O 

What, did you do after Sogundo told von that"* 


5 

A 

He called P.aul Orteoa. 


6 

n 

where did vou call him? 


J 

A 

I called him at I’lizabeth where he was stavinn 


6 

at the house of his brothftr-in-law. 


9 

Q 

What did vou tell him? 


10 

A 

He came to see me. 


11 

Q 

Where did he come to see vou? 


12 

A 

To 515 West l°7th. 


13 

.> 

Hid vou have a conversation with i m‘ > 


14 


A That's correct. 


15 

o 

What did you sav and what did he sav? 


16 

A 

I told him that Caramian wanted ?fl kilos 


17 

*->ack because a long time had elapsed and ho needed to col lec 

t 

18 

"•onev f ast 

from that merchandise. 


19 


Ho Orteoa told me that he was not noinn to co 


20 

up and down 

with the merchandiser that he was a] read*/ 


21 

making arrangements for the sale of that heroin, but. 


22 

novertholass, he agreed to brine the heroin. 


23 

O 

Did there cone a t imo when he brounht. the ">0 


24 

kilos of heroin? 


25 

A 

Refore he brounht it I made arranoements "ith 




• 
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him, with Carmian, about the tine we would meet In the 
apartment on Audubon Avenue so that Onranian would oict 
un the heroin that Orteoa was brinoino in. 

Q Could vou recall approximately when this moeTinn 
was set up for? 

A It was about the following dav, the dav 
after Orteoa was at nv home. 

o What haopened the next dav? 

A Well, at the aareed hour Caramian was with 
me waiting for Ortega to arrive. » >T hen Orteoa arrived — 
THE COURT: Wait, wait. 

I gather the assistant was trvino to *ix the 
date that Orteoa came to the witness' hone alono to 

discuss whether he should oive anv of this heroin. 

y 

MR. KAUFMAN: That's correct, vov~ Honor. 

THE COURT: What day was that? 

What day did Mr. Orteoa come to vour home in 
response to vour telenhone call? 

THE WITNESS: Aporoximatelv hv then it must 

have been tho 20th or the 21st of February. It was a 
continuous process. 

O Was it the very next dav that Orteoa and 
Caramian and vourself met. in vour apartment? 

A Yes, sir. 
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° What happened that dav? 

A Ortega hrouoht a suitcase with ?.r> kilos. 

He discussed with Caramian the same thino he had discussed 


with me, thathe was not coinn to be stashino and 

delivr«rino merchandise. He had accented that merchandise 

for sale. 

* 

So Caramian decided to take ten kilos with the 
understanding, witht ho proposition, that he would sell the 
balance fast, so Caramian had with him a briefcase. 

He out the ten kilos inside. The other ten kilos remained 
inside the suitcase with Rani Orteoa and automaticallv 
wc 'Voided to come down from *-he aoartment. 

° All three of vou left the aoartment? 

A The three of us left the aoartment. 

° Was this the Audubon Avenue aoartment? 

A Audubon, almost on the comer with l°Rt.h 
Street. 

0 What haooenod when vou left the aoartment? 

In front o* the aoartment ther*' was a 
blue Chevrolet with his brother-in-law Ciro inside and he 
nicked up the suitcase and went towards tho car. and f 
escorted Caramian to St. lieholas Avenue to take a taxi. 

n fto vou remoter what tvoe o' license elates 
were on the blue Chevrolet vou saw? 


tOUTMCMM OISTSICT COUNT MNOSTKM. U.t. COUDTHOUU 
*OCKY SOU ASK. MO VOSS. M.V. CO MM 


— 



1 


[ 

I 

AI3 



1 

nrrrio 

Arenas-direct 747 



2 

A 

Those were Now Jersey nl.ites but T do not 



3 

romontier tho number. 



4 

0 

When had vou first net Tiro? 



5 

A 

About nix or seven months before I saw him in 



6 

f ront of mv 

aoartment. 



7 

o 

Who introduced vou to Ciro? 


[ 

8 

A 

Raul Orteqa. 



9 

0 

no vou see Ciro here in the courtroom toda-'? 


1 ■ 






10 

A 

I've seen him twice. I don't know. I think 



11 

it's that man with the shirt with the two-tone tie. 



12 


MR. RICHMAN: Me? 



• 13 






A 

No. 

I 


14 

O 

What color shi< t in he wearinn? 



16 

A 

White. 



16 


THE COURT? How many seats in. starting with 



17 

tho nan in 

the blue jacket? 


c 

18 

A 

The third *rom the wall. 



19 

1 

THE COURT- To vour left? 



20 


THE WITNEY Yen. 



21 


THE COURT• Mr. r>nid? 



22 







Me. PRIDr f i -oncede th<» i*nt i f i rat ion. 



23 

n 

Did Orteqa then beejin to sell the heroin? 



24 


MR. MICHELMAN: Objection. lie's leadine 



26 

the witness 

• 
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THE COURT: Sustained. 

O After you turned the heroin over to Hr. Ort<»na, 
flid vou have any further meet i nns with Mr.Orteoa'’ 

A Manv. 

'• What hapnened at' these meotinos'* 

A He would hrinn me none”, ?h, *70,hnn un tij the 
moment cane when Caramian continued to insist ho wanted the 
noney. I informed Segundo of the problem that was 
taV.ino place about Caramian and the monev. nv then 
Orteoa had oiven me about $ 100 , 000 . 

Seoundo came from Miami to •},-««. Yorh and he 
ordered no to give the $ 100,010 to marnnfar. Caramian 

! 

was not satisfied with that monev so * aul hurried no and 
hrouoht $40,000 more. Caramian wan sunoosed to leave 
for Los Angeles, so I gave him the $]on,ono first and 
the $40,000 at the airport together with Soeundo on the 
third day. 

Three days after oivino him the Sloo,onn j 
cave him $ 40 , 000 . 

n This monev that Orteoa turned over to vou, 

did he say ’./hat the monev was from? 

A From the sale because he was selling it 

*nst. 

0 Do you know if Orteoa collected more monev 
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MISS WEIMAN: Yes. 

MM. STONE; Uow aaout 4 ami j7 
MXSi» NEIMAN: 4 ami l> arc otaer inmates. 1 

aaven’t tae foggiest idea wao tiiey are. 

HR. STOWE: Arc 4 and 5 al3o recorded witnout 

taeir knowledge? 

MISS REIMAN: Yes. Z don't see way taat is 

relevant, out yet. Tne Correction officer was wearing 
a tape recorder and whoever happened to ao in ais way or 
in ais patn got recorded. 

ViiE COURT: Bring tne jury in. 

(Jury present) 

THE COURT: Call your witness. 

MISS REIMAN: The government calls Ramiro 



Gonzalez. 

RAMIRO GONZALEZ INFANTE, 

called as a witness on Dehalf of tne government, 
after having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MISB NEIMAN: 

0 Mr. Gonzalez, hew old aro you? 



Tnirty-two years old. 

Have you ovor aeon convicted of a crime? 


> 
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A *es. 

U In June of i960 did you nlead guilty in Puerto 

Kico to po33easion of a gun? 

A Yes. 

U did you fail to appear for sentence on that 

charge? 

A Ho. 

0 You did not aopear; is tnat what you are saying? 

-1R. STONE: Objection. 

MS. PERLMUTTER: Objection, your Honor. 

A Jo. 

MR. STOWE: Sue got one answer and tnon — 

THE COURT: It is perfectly clear tnere was a 
raisconception an the part of the witness, ;ir. Stone. 

All right. 

Q In October, 1970, were you arrested on an 

indictment wnich charged you with con3oiracv to distribute 

narcotic drugs and with the actual distribution of narcotic 
drugs to two federal undercover agonts? 

A Yg3 . 

y bid you thoroaftor jumn nail on tnat case? 

A Yes. 

Q In February of 1972 were you again arrested in 

connection with that drug case? 
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A Yes. 

Q And in May of 1972 did you plead guilty to two 
counts charging you with conspiracy to distribute drugs 
and tne actual distribution of neroin? 

A Yes. 

MR. STOWE: Tne defendants nave indicated 

they are naving trouble nearing the witness. 

THE COURT: Please keep your voice up. 

MK. HOFFMAN: I told the witness to keep nis 

voice up and he said that since he doesn't know what tne 
attorney is sayina no is talking thii './ay. 

THE COURT: Tell him to keen ais voice up so 

the defendants can near him. 

0 Mr. Gonzalez, while you were in jail awaiting 

sentence after your guilty plea, did you speak to a jail 
guard about attempting to escape from jail? 

A Yes. 

0 In October 1972 were you sentenced by a federal 

judge. Judge Mansfield, in this courthouse in connection 
with your guilty plea? 

A Yes. 

0 What sentence did you received? 

A Ten years for each count running all together. 

Q Prior to receiving that sentence and after tnat 
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sentence, did you cooperate witn tne government xn con¬ 
nection witn violations of the narcotics lawn? 

I1R. itaCHELMA.4: Objection ns to tno conclusion. 

VliE COURT: Overruled. 


A 

0 

a motion 

A 

U 

A 


Yes. 

Did tiiere come a time when your attorney filed 
to reduce your ten year sentence? 

Yes. 

In Wovember 1J73 was that sentence reuuceu? 

Yes. 

What was it reducea to? 


A bix years. 

U Did tne government, to your knowledge, submit 

any papers in connection witn your motion to reduce? 

A At that time, no. Tne government made a 

report to tne judge snout my cooperation. 

0 Was tnat the understanding tnat you nad nad 
wit.i tne government? 

4\ Yes. 

j Hr. Gonzalez, are you now nerving tnat sentence? 


<t Yen. 

U lind for now Iona nave you ueen in jail? 

A About 2'j months. 

Q fir. Gonzalez, do you know Raul urtega? 
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A Yos. 

u Would you identify him, please? 

riU. HICiiKLi 1A1«: Counsel will concede tnat 

tno gentleman sitting in front of me is tne defendant itaul 
ortega. 

TIIK CUUUV: Vo ..'.ton tlte witness nointed. 

AR. .‘HCtliiU'lAiJ • Yes • 

'< ten did you first i.teet haul Ortega? 

iw Around 1961. 

u dr. Gonzalez, wnere were you worn? 

.. In Puerto Padre uriente, duoa. 

u n'nen did you first conte to tne united dtates? 

A Around March, 1969, February or darcli. 

o Where did you fir3t live? 

A In Vexas. 

U Ater that? 

A here in Westoury, long Island. 

0 Did titore come a time when you moved to Floriua? 

n Yes. 

•j Approximately wnen was that? 

A Towards the enu of 1963, ooginning of JJ6J. 

•j Directing your attention to March 1970, aid 

you nave a conversation with haul Ortega aoout a shipment 
of neroin? 
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A Jot one, out many. 

U Would you tell us .Men, approximately, tne 
fi~st conversation took place? 

A X am not sure wnetner it was tne 10tn or tne 
11 tii of March, lS7u. 

w Where did that conversation take place? 

A In Flagler street oetween Tenth and Eleventh 
/.venues in Miami, Florida. 

Q Could you indicate in front of where tnat 
conversation took place? 

A In front of a jewelry store oclonging to 
Guillermo Taurauri. 

Q This is in Florida, Mr. Gonzalez? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you tell us what Mr. Ortega said to you 
and wuat you said to Mr. Ortega? 

A With pleasure, he told toe that ne wad the 
heroin acre in Wow York; if I nad clients wnom I could 
•Jfcll the heroin to and whether I was willing to snare 
with him the 3ale of that heroin and the participation 
would he 50/50 in that business. 

U What did you say to Mr. Ortega? 

A I told him yes. 

0 At tnat time did ne tell you now much neroin 
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lie had? 

A Yes. 

0 What did he tell you? 

A That he had 45 kilos of pure heroin. 

Q Did ne agree to go anywnere witn Mr. Ortega 
during that conversation? 

A Yes. 

0 Would you tell us vmat you agreed to do? 

A First of all, he gave roe $300 to nuy a scaling 
machine to seal the plastic eag3 and to buy tue airplane 
ticket to come to howark. 

Q Did you buy a sealing machine and plastic 

oags? 

A Ye3. 

0 Did you go to the airport that day? 

A Yes. 

U Did you meet Mr. Ortega? 

A Yes. 

Q Where did you fly to? 

A hewark, hew Jersey. 

0 Did you nave a conversation on tne plane witn 
Mr. Ortega regarding the 45 kilo shinment of neroin? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you tell us what he told you? 
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A »ie told me tnat the day before ne sad ueon nere 
in Mew Jersey and in New York and tiiat previously ne .tau 
already sold three kilos to .4ossrs. Luis Reyes and Jorge 
Infiesta. 


0 Do you know who Mr. Infie3ta was? 

A Yes. 

0 Would you idontify him, olease? 

A Yes, the gentleman in tne glasses wno just 

stood up. 


MR. O'CONNOR: I concede the identification. 

i'liE COURT: Go anead. 

0 Did you know who Mr. Reye3 was at tiiat time? 

A Yes. 

Q When had you first met Mr. Inficsta? 

A At about tiie same time I mat Mr. Ortega for 

tne first time, in 1961. 

0 When had you first met Mr Luis Reyes? 

A About a year prior to tiiat here in Mew York. 

0 Who had introduced you to Mr. Reyes? 

A I knew him from 1961, since 1961, out Haul 
urtega took me to his home when we arrived nere in Mew 
York. 


U Were you speaking aoout fir. Infiesta or Mr. 
Reyes wnen you just answered tiiat question? 
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morning? 

A Yes. 

U Where did you go? 

A We went to the house of the sister and nrotner- 

in-law. 

U Where was that nouse located? 

A At 38 Rankin Street, Elizabeth, Jew Jersey. 

0 had you ever oeen to that nouse eefore? 

a Wo, sir. 

0 Wno was there when you arrived? 

;* his sister, ms urotner-ia-law anu ueir 
a girl wno was their daugnter. 

(j Had you ever met Ur.. Ortega*s sister uefore? 

A Ho, sir. 

Q had you over met Hr. Ortega's urotnor uefore? 

a Wo, sir. 

U Will you tell us what their names are, please? 

A l Anew them as Giro Rodriguez and sne as 

Francisca Rodriguez, nut she was called l’aca. 

Q Would you please identify Francrsca, Paca? 

A Yes, tne lady on the right with the flowered 
print dress next to the — 

UK. REID: Vue identification is conceded. 

U Will you please identify Ur. Rodriguez? 
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i'i»e third loan from tnc rignt. 
ili<. IliJIL: I concede tne identification, 
nescrine tne nou30 at 3U Uankin Gtreet, please? 

Yes. 

Would you do taat? 

It i3 a two-3tory nign house. The entrance 
to tnat nouse was on the oack and as you enter tne nouse 
tne first thing wa3 a small corridor, then a kitenon, 
then tnere was a dining room. Tnere was a taole tnere. 

I assume it was tne dining room. To tne left tnere was 
a door taking you to a «acnroom and to doth sides of t..at 
door tnere was a room, in front tne dining room was tau 

living and to the left tnere was a door leading to a small 

« 

corridor with a very large^loset, almost a small room. 
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n Did Mr. Orteoa show anvthine to via♦ 

Rankin Street on this dav? 

A Yes. 

0 Tell us what he did. 

A He took out two dark siut^ses. He ooeno' 1 

them. He showed me a eertnin amount of heroin and. he 
asked me whether, had T ever seen in m' life such a lame 
arount of heroin. 

<”> Inhere were those two suiteases? 

A In the closet. 

' Here either Francises Ortons or rjro 

Rodrieuez with vou when Orteoa was showinovou the two 

suitcases? 

A Ciro was there and Frarcisoa was in the 

kitchen makinc coffee or somethine li>e *- l, at. 

D Did Mr. Ortena tell vou whether or not. the 

entire 45 kilos was in those two suitcases'* 

A No. 

n What did he tell vou, if .in at.oi t 

that? 

A Ho told no that *.irt o r the heroin was in 

another address close hv. 

0 Did there cone a time that dav when vou lo f t. 

IS ®.ink in Street? 
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Yes. 

Where did 'jou eo? 

Hero to Now York. 

Who wont with vou? 

Raul nrtooa. 

What did vou do whan '/ou not to Nov York? 

First of all wo wont to nv aunt's house. 

Where was that? 

615 West 13*th Street, noartmont Mo. 6. 

Did vou no anvwhoro after vou lo^t vour aunt's 


A Yes. 

0 Whore didvou <ro? 

A v’e went to Joroe Tnfiesta's house. 

Q Tell us where that house was, Mr. donzalez. 

A 666 Host 162nd Street. The anartment 

was D2 or D something hut. I remember it was on the 
second floor. 

0 Did vou soo Mr. ln f iesta there? 

A Yes. 

0 Was Mr. Orteoa also there”* 

A Yes. 

Q Did vou have a conversation with Mr. 

Infiesta? 
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A Yon. 

o Toll us what, ho said to vou and v/hat 'mu said 

to him. 

A We spoke almut. the heroin. Durino a short 

aside he nooke to mo so that I would intercede with **r, 

I 

Ortoqa and trv to influence him so that Mr. Ortona would 
oivo him a lower orico and hotter oualitv. 

o What did you say to Mr. Infiesta’ 

A That I was <oino to trv hut that Pau] was the 

owner. 

0 Hid vou co nn’cvhrre a't.er vou wore at ”r. 

Infiesta’s house? 

A Yes. 

O Where did vou co? 

A Wo went to two or three bars and we wen 
• Mr. Joaquin Prada’s eras station. 

0 Did vou ao anywhere a^ter that? 

A After that we went to the Par r.l Torero, 

o After that did vou ao anvwhere - * 

A Yer. 

0 Where? 

A After that tour I went to V’estburv, bona 

Island. 

0 Where did vou ao in Westbury, hone Island? 
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A To Miouel tv>drinuez' s house. 

0 . How lonq at that time had vou known Miouel 

\ 

Pndrinuez? 

A About five or six vears. 

Q Did you see Mr. Rodriquez? 

A Yes. 

Q Would vou tell us what vou said to him and 

what ho said to vou? 

A Yes. 

o Please tell us. 

A T snokc to M r. Podriouoz about ">e amount n f 

heroin we had. M touel told me that a 'ow (lavs before he 
had had a conversation with Mike SaMori or Si Mori — 

I don't know how to pronounce it. 

0 What did he tell vou about the conversation? 

A He told me that the Italian was interested in 

buvino heroin from him. 

O What did vou tell Mr. Podrtmjpz‘> 

A To not in touch with the Italian man and that 

we thouqht there would l>o no problem with that Italian man 
because we knew him for a year or lonqer. 

O Bv that Italian man vou moan Mr. Si Mori or 
Safiori? 

Yes. 
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A Yes. 

0 Do you recall approximately when that was? 

A I cannot say exactly. I think it was approxi¬ 
mately a few days later, out I cannot say what the date 
was. 

Q After you delivered the second kilogram to 
Frank and Tommy, did you meet with them any more? 

A Yes. 

U And on now many occasions, if you recall? 
a I cannot siy witn any degree of exactitude, 

/ 

hut three or four time. 

Q bid you deliver any more .uroin Lo tne..? 

A do. de only sold them two ..ilos. 

U Hr. Gonzalez, during what time period did you 

distribute tne 45 kilogram shipment of heroin? 

MR. MICHEhMAH: Objection. There is no testi¬ 

mony nere that he distributed 45 kilograms. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

Q did you distribute tne 45 Kilograms of neroin? 

MR. lllChEbMAd: uujection. he is loading tne 

witness. 

VI'’5 dlTdESH: Overruled. 

w hid you distribute or participate in distribut¬ 
ing a 45 kilogram shipment of heroin that you have bean 
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i 


2 

testifying about? 


3 

A Jot ail of it, but in its great majority, most 


4 

ail of it. 


5 

(J From i«ien to when did you distribute tne 3 e 


« 

drugs? 


7 

A between March, April and May,more or less tnat 


8 

time. I cannot say witn precision when was the last time 


9 

I distributed neroin. 


10 

'j Did you collect money from tne 3ale of this 


11 

noroin? 


-12 

A Yes. 


13 

j Do you recall wnen tne last tine was tnat you 


14 

collected any money? 


15 

A I rememoer tnat about tne 19th and 21st of 


M 

July, the last collection took nlace. 


17 

MK. SVOdiii Objection, outside the i>criod of 


18 

tne conspiracy. 


19 

THE COUKT: Denied. 


20 

Q Til is is 1970, is tnat correct? 


21 

A Yes. 


22 

0 Were you in Jew York during tnis entire time 


23 

•xsriod, Marcn 11 until July 20, 1970? 


24 

a We made several trips to Miami. 


26 

0 And by "we", wno do you moan ? 
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A I don't remoi.kjcr tne tii..es of uay exactly, 

jut L roMeiubcr .laving taken tne money with aim. 

0 dill you tell us what happened? 

A He and I took the money to an address around 

lS7th Street. We used to park the car in front of the 
wuilding. lie would go in3ide by himself to deliver 
tae money. 

Q Did he ever tell you 'to whom he was delivering 
tile money? 

A Yes. 

0 What did ho say? 

A lie told me that ho was delivering Lac money 
to idr. Kojerto Arenas. 

0 Did you ever meet Roberto Arenas during ta* 3 

time period? 

A Wo. 

Q Mr. Gonzalez, going back to tne first weak 

after March 12, 1970, could you tell us wno you spoke 
to during this week about this shipment of neroin? 

A One nf the first noople 1 spoke with was iir. 
(diaries Uusigo, with Mr. Domingo Del Cristo and later 
on 1 sooke again with tne man I .;now as Lazarito. I 
also sooke with Jose Otero, Pepe Otero. 

0 Mr. Gonzales, uefore you mentioned that you 
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THE COURT: How many kilos? 

THE WITNESS: beven kilos, your Honor. 

THE COURT: How did it get taere? 

THE WITNESS: Ortega and I Drought it there. 

MS. PERLMUTTER: I didn't get the date. 

MR. FRANKEd: Tne 13th. 

THE COURT: Early in the morning of March 13tn. 

0 Wno was present at Mr. Infiesta's apartment 
»/nen you orought that heroin there? 

A Jorqe Infiesta, Raul and myself, and a few 
minutes later Luis Reyes arrived and after that Miguel 
Rodriguez arrived. 

Q Would you tell us what you aid in nr. Infiesta's 
apartment? 

A We mixed the heroin and out of the s^.-ven Kilos 
we made eiqnt kilos and about nine ounces. 

Q Will you toll us what haopened to tnose 
eight kilos and nine ounces? 

A Raul Ortega took 3even kilos witn him and 
told me that ne had tc deliver them to Mr. Rooerto /arenas. 
Vae next kilo was sold right there to Mr. Jorge Infiesta 
and Mr. Reyes, and in order not to keep it in tne house 
they put it in a black car that was narked in front of 
Jorge's nouse. Tne remaining ounces Raul took them oack 
witn him to New Jersey. 
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o 

Do ”ou remember how much monev vou collected 


from 

**r. Pevos altocethor dnrino thin time nnriod? 



A 

NO. 



Q 

Mr. Gonzalez, do vou know Hector Echevarria’ 



A 

Yes. 



o 

Wouldyou id.ontifv him, Dlease? 



A 

The man with the glasses sittinq over there. 




MR. MITCHELL: Indicatinq the defendant 


Echevarria. 




0 

Did there come a time when vou snoke to M r. 


Miquel Rodriouez about Mr. Echevarria’ 



A 

Yes. 



O 

Do vou remember when that first was? 



A 

Yes. 



O 

When was that? 



A 

On March 11, in the morninn. 



0 

What did Mr. Rodrieuez tell vou’ 



A 

That ho had sooken with Mr. Echevarria 


and 

that Mr 

. Echevarria told him he had monev to *m«> 


half 

a kilo 

of heroin for cash. 



Q 

Did there come a time when vou went with 


Mr. 

Rodricruez to deliver thin half kilo of heroin? 



A 

Yes, sir. 



0 

Do you remember when that was? 


i 
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A It was the same dav, March 11, at nioht. 

n Was that before or after the sale of the one 

j'tilo to Frankie and Tommy? 


A Afterwards. 

° Will you tell how that delivery wan made? 

A Yes. 


Miguel and I went by car. We took the half 
a kilo with us. We wont to an address at l?*th and 
Audubon Avenue. Me narked our car in front of a su"er- 
nark.ot. Miguel not out of the car with half a kilo in a 
paper bar and went inside the supermarket. T saw Mr. 
r ehevsrrin come out of the suoermarket, that 1 this 
time inside the car. 

After a half an hour or <15 minutes when T 
didn’t see rir. Echevarria return or "icruel come out, I 
wont insido the supermarket. Miouol told mo that 
Hector had told him chat ho would bo bark in four or fivo 
minutes with the money; that he had cone to his homo and ho 
lived vorv clone bv and Hector had no*- returned. 

Me waited *or a while lonnor and ho did no t 

return. 


j he next time I saw Mr. Hector Echevarria 
was about a week later. 

Mr. (lusioo introduced me to him. We ran 
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into him and spoke ahout the payments and how the 
navments were ooinq to he made. 

0 Tell me where you, Mr. Echevarria, and M r . 
Cusiqo met? 

A Yes. 

We ran into each other at the bar of the 

''.alio de Maron. We sat at a table. 

MS. PERLMUTTER: Mav we have the date and 

time? 

THE COURT: He said about a week later. 

MS. PERLMUTS’ER: The time'* 

ho /ou recall the time of d nv , '*r. Con™ 

'lo, I know it was at niqht hut I cannot nay 
or commit myself to a time. 

° Tell us what the conversation was. 

A Charlia told me that Mr. Fchevarria had worked 
f ° r him for a lono time sellina druqs and thathe had 
made a lot of money with Mr. Echevarria. 

MR. MITCHELL: I will obiect to this, votir 

Honor. It's not relevant to this conspiracy. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

A And Charlie to)«l me that the nronort.v and * he 

papers of the supermarket f or Mr. Echevarria v re in 
Charlie's oossession and he asked me to nivc Mr. n#*hrvarria 


O 

A 
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a chance to pav his account and thathe would assune the 
rosoonsibilitv in case Mr. Echevarria should rot n,v- 
his debt v 1 would nav it. to ne. 

O Please identi p v the oc son vou refer re ns 

Charlie Cusiao. 

MR. PERMUTTrP : I had conceded, 

o Did there cone a tine v^en Mr. Echevarria 

cave vou anv nonev? 

A Vos. 

0 Tell us what hamened that dav. rirst 

trv to pin a tine down on that. 

\ I caii jot. sav with anv cer*vi f ••! •*- V~ •> *• 

was hut it was seven or *h’it da vs, a hoet *’ r> • Vi*- 

conversation. 

Q A r ter the conversation at the Hallo do Mnron 

Bar”* 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Would vou tell us where vou went and what 
hannened? 

A T had another conversation with M r. Cin1ir 

and I tried to tell h i r that ho had told no, T told 'i>n, 
that lie had -- 

MR. PnP.LMl'TTm; Mav we have a date and tine 

on that? 
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THE COURT Mu ssiH about .1 v.’oek later. 

. IMMU.MIH'TUI*: The titr», vour Honor, 

o Dn»u know what timo of dav this conversetion 

took nlocp that von «r" narratinn? 

A Wo. Put it. war, at nioht. 

0 Would vou continue tel 1 ino us v»hat vou said 
to Mr. Cusicio? 

Incidentally, do vou know his ^ul 1 n»ne‘» 

A I know hin as Charlie Ousioo-Cifre. 
o You were tellinq us what vou said to **r. Ci*re 
about the debt. Continue. 

h I told bin that he has assume*' « ho r^nnonni - 

hi 1 itv to nav the nonev that Mr. rc'uwan in ■ 

He tried to find some excused to eive re to 
understand that by this time he was nor ready to oav 
for this money. 

MS. PERLMUTFUR: 1 object to this. Those 

are not statements but conclusions. 

THE COURT: To the best o f vour ability 

ern "ou tell us *vhat he said exactly - ’ 

A He told me I'xncHv what I said before •'ncause 

h" hir**olf was not nrnoisi*, he was not ravin* that in nnv 
nreoise way. He was trvinq to insinuate, to let me 
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MS. PRPTjMUTTKR: I object. T don't thin'' it's 

resnonsivo. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

A That he was not roadv to assume responsi¬ 

bility for that debt, but he did aaree to ao together with 
me to the suoermarket to see Mr.Echevarria. 

O Did vou no there? 

A Yes. 

n Would you tell us what happened? 

A Hector Echevarria was there with his wi^e. 

w e spoke about the debt and Mr. Echevarria's wife said 
she could fo out and look for some r^no" and she could be 
back in f our or five minutes. 

She came back in the time she mentioned. 

She did it verv fast. She brought back a naner bag 
full of money, bills. I told her that with that wo 
were more or less even because there was a huno and 
exaoqerated amount of bills in that oackage. 

C Was Mr. Echevarria also present on this 
occasion? 

A Of course. 

0 where did vou ro after you le*t tbe supermarket? 

A To the Bar El Torero. 

0 With whom did vou no? 

SOUTMchN DISTRICT COURT RtPORTIRt, U4. COURTMOUM 
ROL1Y •QUARK. MIR VORR. R.V. CO T-4MR 
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A With Mr. Charlie Cusicro. 

0 What happened at that bar? 

A I oave the money to be counted to a ouv bv 
the name of Manola Caballito. Whe- he counted the monev 
Charlie and I were sittino at a table havino a drink 
and the ouv came to us laiicjhina savinn what we have not 
in that K«n was just narbaoe. 

There were about 12^0 to 1300 dollars 
all in one dollar bills. 

0 Mr. Gonzalez, did vou ever receive anv more 
monev from Hector Echevarria? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did vou ever speak to Mr. Echevarria about an’' 
payments he made in connection with the half kiln o* 
heroin? 

A Yes. 

0 Would vou tnll us what he said to vou'* 

MR. MITCHFT.T.: When? Your Honor — 

THE COURT- We will pick it up. t* she 
tries to do it the other wav vou sav she is leading. 

We’ll no through this wav and when we’re all t.hrouoh with 
the discussion and wn have not had the date and time we’ll 
net it f nr vou. 

MISS NEIMAN: Mav wn annroach the side htr 
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1 

|j nurJ? Con^aloT 'dirort 


2 

as to the time and nlaro In connection with these answers. 


3 

in connection with the convorstaion he's about to oive 


4 

us, vour Honor? 


5 

! THE COURT: All riqht. 


6 

(At the side bar) 


7 

MISS NEIMAN: I'm sorrv *or the interruption. 


8 

This conversation took place between M r. 


9 

Echevarria and Mr. Gonzales in West Street, and T don't 


10 

want to elicit — 


11 

MR. MITCHELL: When was the time? 


12 

MISS NEIMAN: He will tell vou when the time 


13 

was. 


14 

THE COURT: Are vou qoinc to insist on 


15 

where? 


15 

MR. MITCHELL: No, vour Honor. 


17 

MR. STONE: He continually answers these 


18 

nuestions "No, sir" and I think some o^the nentlemen — 


19 

THE COURT: Tt happened vostorda” with 


20 

Arenas answcrinq her questions. 


21 



22 



23 
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25 

souths an Burster count at hosts**, ui. countnouss 
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tiie re3t out if ne admits a statement — 

MR. MITCIIlii.ilx iie is not going to admit it. 

MlbS WEIMAR : it is offered as an admission 
against Ecnevarria. 

MR. MIiCHELL: You can do it 3 imply oy asking 
nim wasn't it in 1972, out you know as a fact — 

MISS UEIMAM: It doesn't matter. 

MR. MITCHELL: I think it does matter. 

THE COURT: I will assume it was in 1972, 
for tne record, and tnat tno defendant Ecnevarria admitteu 
t:ie witness on tne stand tnat ne paid~off - ni3~oill rf Jy ——*■ 
putting up tiie oail for Tapanes. 

t4R. MITCHELL: Just to protect tno record, 
would your Honor instruct the jury it is not winding 
on anyoody else? 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MR. MITCHELL: I want to limit it for a reason. 

(In open court) 

THE COURT: wadies and gentlemen of tne jury, 
taia last statement wiiica you tieard to the effect taut 
tne witness testified tnat Mr. Ecnevarria told Rim Last 
ne naa paid off nis wills wy putting up the wail for 
tapanes is only winding on Mr. Ecnevarria and none of 
the otlior defendants in the lawsuit. 


to 
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Q When did you first speak to Mr. Cuarles 
busigo-Cifre about this shipment of aeroin? 

A Or March 12th, la70. 

* 

<j oo you recall ./here you were wnen you firdt 
sooke wita aim? 

A Yes. 

U Wnere? 

A At Joaquin Praha's gas station. 

\j i.ill you tell us what the conversation was, 

please? 

a i told aim I aad the heroin; taut I knew .*e 
./as in tiie drug ausiness and that I could give aim a 
reasonable price and perhaps a net ter quality taan w.iat 
he woiid as sole to get. 

0 What did he say to you, -f any tiling? 

A he told me tnat we would meet later on at tae 

aar, IS 1 Gallo be rtaron, but in taat first conversation 
ae didn’t make any decisions, ho uiun't say yes or no. 

Q uid you see **r. Cifre again? 

MS. PEKLMUTTUU: May we havo tae time of tao 

day? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

0 Do you recall what time of day it was that 
you attt with Mr. Cifre at Frada's ga station? 












A114 


me jw 


Gonzalez-direct 


uid you see him again? 


J Where did you see him again? 

A Afr’Xha oar, £1 Gallo Oe Maron. 

• THE COURT: Tha6\saroe day? 

/ 

f THE WITNESS: Yes. \ 

P uo you recall what yj>ur discussion was wita 

' j 

aim a^ taat time? t 

\ / 

A \ Yes. Wo spoke adopt the heroin. We spoise 

about t.ie'Vrico, the 'malyty. -He told mat ae could 

get it for a leaser price, he told me toat if I v/ould 

sell it to him at. $18,000 a kilo he was willing to ouy 

from me. I agreed tc the prire thinking that ne was 

going feo buy a really substantial amount. 

U bid you agree to see Mr. Cifre again? 


Q- First tell us waen. 

A First of all, he told me the amount of aeroin 

he wanted to purchase. 

Q What was that amount? 

A Half a kilo. 

0 When did you see him after your conversation 
at tne El Gallo Oe Maron Bar? 


SOUTNSRN DISTRICT CO Vr.~ REPORTS**. UJ. COURT* 
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A We agreed to meet the following day and ne 
was qoinq to show us a man wno was tho man wno would 
later on pick up the half a kilo. 

0 Did you see Mr. Cifre the following day, March 
13, 1J70? 

A Yes. 

Q First, would you tell vis where you saw aim? 

A At the bar tnat is across from Prada's gas 

station, across the street to the left. 

Q Do you recall what time of day this was? 

A It was in the afternoon, nut I do not recall 

tiie time exactly. 

<j Was it before or after the sale of tne one 
kilo to the federal agents, Frankie and Tommy? 

A Afterwards, 

q Would you tell us who was present? 

A Yes, Miguel, Mr. Charles Busigo, Joaquin 

Prada was present and myself. 

q Would you tall us what the conversation was 

at that time? 

A The only thing we spoke about was tnat tno 
jar aad a glass front, a large window, and he showed us 
on the sidewalk tne man wno was supposed to nick up tnc 
heroin. He also spoke how how payments would me effected 

SOUTMERM DISTRICT COURT RC ROUTERS* U*S* COURT MOUSE 
ROkBT SQUARE. ME* TOR*. M.V. CO MM 
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Q Did there come a time when you delivered a 
half a kilo of heroin to that person who was across tne 
street? 

A Yes. t 

Q When was that? 

A That same day, after we made the sale to tne 

two Italians. 

U Where was that? 

A We delivered it. Wnen you turn the corner 

from Prada's gas station there is a street and in the 
corner «— 

MS. PLRLMUTTlilC lie said "we." I would li/ie 
to know who "we" is. 

THECOURT: "There is a street and in tne 

cornei" is the last thing I heard. 

MS. PERLMUTTER: I heard "We delivered it," 

your Honor. 

THE COURT: Wo, he hasn't gotten them yet. 

MR. HOFPPAW t Would you repeat tne question, 

please? 

U Who delivered this naif kilo of neroin? 

A Miguel and I and I was the one who consignee 
the package. 

By "consigned," do you mean handed it over? 

southern district court report cm. us. court moum 
roctT couarc. mmm took. r.t. co 
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A Yes. 

U And wnere was this done? 

A Wnen you return in the corner on the streat — 
it is around 165th, but I'm not sure. 

Q Around the comer from tne gas station? 

A Yea, in the corner of the gas station. 

V Would you tell us whether this delivery was 
made before cr after you went from tiie gas station oack 
to Ar. Infiesta's apartment to distribute tne money from 
tne sale to the agents? 

A Tnis was after mat. 

<J At that time, did you know the nan a of me 
person to whom you delivered the half kilc? 

A No. 

0 Did you see that person after tnat day? 

A Yes. 

Q bid there come a time when you learned tnat 
person's name? 

A Yes. 

U What was tnat person's name? 

A Oasis Valido. 

U bid ilr. Cifre pay for this naif kilogram of 

heroin? 

Yes. 

muthsnn oatrmcT count ncnontbm. us. countnouk 
rocav •ou*m. saw vonk, h.y. co r-mm 
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in what manner did he make tnose payments? 
In two installments. 

Would you tell us now ne paid tnose two 


installments? 

A For about two days I did not see aim. I told 
Joaquin Prada, since ne used to frequent tne gas station, 
toll him that he snould try to see tne to pay me tne 
money or ne snould leave tne money with uim. 

Q Did you ever get any money from Mr. Prada? 

A No. Jo, I received the money from Miguel, 
iliguel gave me — Miquol told me that Prada aad given 
$3,000 to him and Miguel gave it to me. 

Q What about the other $6,000? 

A Ine following day Mr. Charles ttusigo gave tnern 
to me at tile bar, El Gallo Do Maron. 

<J bid you ever spoaJ; to Mr. Cifre again aaout 
buvino more heroin? 

A Yes. 

0 Do you recall when in time you spokw to him? 

A I don't remeranor the time of day or tne day, 

but it was around those days. 

Q Where did you first soeak to him? 

A After that, wo used to speak anout it con¬ 


tinuously, almost every day in all those bars. 


V v A 
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0 Did there come a time when you reacued an 
agreement or arrangement with Mr. Cifre? 

A Yes. 

U Would you tell us where you reached such an 
agreement and when? 

A Yes. In his own house we reached an agreement 
and he gave me 87,000. I told him that I neeued that 
money to give it to Raul oecause haul aad to complete 
a certain sum of money and ho gave me 87,000. 

You mean he gave it to you in advance; is that 
wnat you art- laying? 

A Yes. 

0 how much neroin did you agree to sell to 

Ax. Cifre? 

A At that time half a kilo more . 

Q Did you make arrangements regarding tne 

delivery of tnat half a kilo? 

A We made arrangements out they did not ta*e 
part in the delivery. An agreement was made — 

Q Please keep your voice up. Ax. Gonzalez, so 
everyone can hear you. 

A The agreement was made that they did not 
take part in tne delivery of the heroin. The heroin 
was delivered oy Miguel. 
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Tllli WITUESSi Vue time around March wncn 
we are discussing this heroin. 

Q Will you identify him, please? 

A Yes (indicating). The man witn the aand in 
nis mouth. 

MR. RICHMAM: 1 concede the identification. 

Q Did there come a time when you discussed tnis 
shipment of heroin witn uccningo Del Cristo? 

A Yes. 

W Would you tell us when thi3 was? 

A It was in .lares 12 th in thu jac<: of tsu nark¬ 

ing lot at Joaquin Praha's gas station. 

Q Would you tell us if you recall what time of 
day this was? 

A I do not remember the time. 

r J Who else was present? 

A Tuere was a man there by the name of Jose 

Delgado, nimself and myself. Miguel was at a snort 
distance from u3 and it seems tnat prior to that Miguel 
.tad spoke with aim about it. 

HR. RICHHAM: 1 ooject to What Miguel may 

nave said to Mr. Del Cristo. 

TiiE COURT: He didn't say wnat ne said. 

MR. K1CUMAM- He said prior to that tliguel nad 
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spoken to him. 

THE COURT: Your objection was as to ^uat ae 
said to him. lie didn't say wnat ae said to him. 

0 Did Mr. Del Criato tell you tnat ae nad spoken 
to Miguel or did Miguel tell you tnat he nad spoke to 
Mr. uel Cristo? 

A Wo, Miguel told me that ae had spoken wita 
Domingo Del Cristo. 

0 Incidentally, Mr. Gonzalez, what connection 
did Mr. Delgado nave with the gas station? 

A ho said tnat part of the gas station wolomjod 
to aim and part to Joaquin I’rada. 

Q Will you tell us what the conversation was 
netween you, Mr. Del Cristo and Delgado with respect to 
this saipment of heroin? 

A Mr. Delgado took no part in tne conversation 
aoout ,le roin. Mr. Del Cristo and 1 did speak ahout it 
and tnere c.*me a moment when Miguel joined us. 

Q Wh.t was the conversation? 

A Miguel was the one who told me that Domingo 
Del Cristo was interested in buying half a kilo of 
heroin and I told him tnat if ne nad the money tnat 
would oe all right. Miguel told me that tnat was not 
the case; that he would have to give him tne heroin and 
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wait for two days for the payment but tnat ne didn't 
think there would do any problem with it. 

0 Did you make any arrangements during this 

conversation for the delivery of any neroin? 

A Yes. 

\ 

MR. RICHMAN: Your Honor, I object to this 

entire line of questioning insofar as it refers to tike 
defendant Del Cristo on the grounds that it is pure 
aearsay and that he is referring to a Miguel who I assume 
will ue identified later as having allegedly handlod tne 
transaction with defendant Del Cristo. 

How, unless he can tell us that he had nandlcd 
the transaction directly with Del Cristo, 1 maintain that 
anything else is certainly not binding on my client, pure 
hearsay and ought tobe stricken from the record, if it 
please the Court. 

She can ask him "bid you 3ell him?" It is 
as simple as that. And "Did he pay?" 

THE COURT: ' I'm sorry. The government is 
not limited to just asking that question. As you well 
know, hearsay statements come in in a conspiracy case 
in certain situations. Both Miguel wnom everybody 
knows is Rodrigues, Mr. Richman, and the witness and 
your client are named as co-conspirators. 

•OUTMCNM OUT me T COUNT MMRTKM, US. COUNTMOUM 
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i IK. UICHMAM: I snore date that, your honor, 
out we would like to get tne story from tnis witness: 
did ne sell any heroin to Del Cristo. 

THE COURT: You can ask him that on cross- 

examination, if you wisn. 

MR. RICiiMAW: Certainly he knows oest. lie 

was tnerc. I wasn't. 

i'llE COURT: You can't tell the assistant now 

3ne should ask her questions. 

MR. uiCHMAU: I don't propose to do that. 

x'iUJ COURT; You certainly no and I am over¬ 
ruling your objection. 

MR. RICHMAN: Exception. 

0 Mr. Gonzalez, nave you in tne last few tainutes 
neen relating a conversation between you and Mr. Rodriguez 
and Mr. del Cristo in tho ^arkinn lot of Joaquin Prada's 
gas station? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you, iir. del Cristo and Mr. Rodriguez 
arrange for tne delivery of half a kilogram of neroin? 

A Yes. 

0 What were those arrangements? 

A We agreed to deliver it the following day. 

We made all the arrangements for tne delivery of naif a 

SOUTMCRM DISTRICT COURT REPORT CRt, US. COURT Mouse 
rOCST SOU AMS. HIS YORK. R.T. CO T-4SSS 











1 

2 

8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 


18 


19 

20 


21 

22 

23 

21 

25 




A128 

mcjw Gonzalez-direct 8'Ju 

kilo and we coordinated every tiling bo tnat witnin two or 
tnree minutes we would make noth deliveries, tnat is, 
tiie neroin that we had sold to Mr. dusigo and the neroin 
tiiat we would sell to Mr. uel Cristo. 

Q On tiie following day, Marcn 13tn, did you 

deliver a half a kilogram of heroin to Mr. del Cristo? 

A Yes. 

0 Mould you tell us how that delivery took place? 

A Yes. First of all, we delivered ualf a kilo 

of heroin to tne man tiiat now I know ny tne name of 
Oasis Valido. Vhat was in the oorner on the street.to 
tile side of Prada's gas station. Me went into tne oar*inq 
lot of the gas station and we parked in front of a drive¬ 
way tiiat leads to the nack of the gas station. Miguel 
got off tne car and gave the package to oomingo del 
Cristo in the driveway. 

U Can you tell us when in relation to this 
delivery was the delivery made to Mr. ilchevarria in tne 
grocery store? 

A From there we went directly to Mr. henevarria*s 
supermarket. 
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° there rono n time whnr *i r . Del Cristo 

naiH f or this naif kilo of heroin’ 

A Yes. 

Mi)) vou tell ns in what manner he maid"* 

A Mr. Dominoo Del Cristo ‘’ad rwnv erohlens 

to nav as, but he would make snoradlc navments to Mined, 
$600 one dav, $700 another day, until the time came when 
his debt was $1800. i sooke with him and I told him 
that it had taken him a long time and I needed that 
money because the monev was not mine. That conversation 
ton'- nlnce at the bar, ri Csllo de Maron. and o.av.i 
Ortega was there, Roberto Ty>no7 was there. Minuet , 
mvself. 

0 Was Mr. Del Cristo there? 

A Yes. 

n Would vou tell us whta the rest of the 
conversation was? 

A Mr. Del Cristo was tryino to obtain an 

additional half kilo of heroin but I did not want to — 

0 What was the conversation? 

A So Miguel sonko to Raul. 

Raul called rw» aside to the men's room end lie 
told me that Dominoo Del Cristo was a friend of his for 
many years and that they had dealinns on other occasions 

tOUTMCRR DISTRICT COURT RORORTSRf, UJ. COURTROOM 
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and Mr. Pel Cristo had paid his share, so since Raul was 
the owner, he authorized Miguel to giv<, Pel Cristo a half 
kilo of heroin. 

0 Was any money oaid to vou at that meetino at 
the Gallo de Maron Bar? 

A YEs,sir. 

° Tell us who naid thatmonev to vou. 

A Mr. Roherto boooz and Dominoo Del Cristo u«ed 

to work as partners sometimes. Roberto called me and 

told me ao there would be no more talkino about the monev 
that he himself from his own oersonal monev was oolno to 
otve me the $1800. 

He went into a email office in the hack of the 
bar with the owner of the bar. He came back with the 
money and gave it to me in tront of evervhodv else. 

MR. RICHMA'J: Yojr Honor, who is the "he" 

referred to in the last answer? 

THE COURT: T,ooe*. 

MR. RICKMAN- Thank vou. 

o Do vou know whether or not Mr. Oodriouo~ 
delivered the second half kilo to Dofiinoo Pel rristo? 

A Yes. 

A 

0 How do vou know whether he did or not? 

A Because Mimtel told me so and Raul told n*>. 














<^ir3 


A128 

Gonzalez-direct 


roo 


Mr. Gonzalez, Ho vou know an Individual hv 
the name of Armando PI Chino? 

A Yes. 

° Do vou know that person*s true or full name? 
A No. 

0 Would vou identic him, olease? 

A v e9 . 

MR. FRAriKrj,: Irtentifirst-ion is con¬ 

certo'! . 


° Tell us how »ou met Armanrto PI Chino -5 

A For '-he first tine? 

' 

D Yes. 


Huoo Americano introduced him to me. 
Please identifv Hugo Americano. 


MR. JACOBS: 

your Honor. 


I concede the identifies*lo». 


0 When was Mr. n rhino introduced to vou by 
livoo Americano? 

A I don't remember exactlv the date but it was 
about one or two days after we made the *irst Heal inns. 

Q Do you mean the March 12 anrt March l* deals? 

A Those traneactions that took nlacc on March 

n. 

M R. TRANKPL: Not "ifh tM* defendant? 
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A To Mr. Arrando E] Chino and Nik'o Americano. 

° 00 v °u reran whether this wns in the davtimo 

or afternoon or evenino? 

A nv nifjht. 

° Will vou tell us what the convorsat-ion was"* 

A We snoke about heroin , that thev were interested) 
in buvinq heroin. They inquired about the eualitv. 

MR. JACOBS • Could we 6.nd out who said 
what and not "they said"? 

THE COURT• Yes. 

Mr. r !onrnie‘», as best as vou "an . indicate 
who said what, durinrr this conversation. 

A Armando Chino asked »e wh" the nuaJitv o* 
the heroin was and what nrice could I oM or them. 

Q What did vou tell him? 

A I told him $?0,mn a kilo. 

° vou make anv arrangements that dav to 

doliverv any heroin? 

A Yes. 

0 Where were those arrangements made? Were 

thev made at. the Alamac liar? 

MR. MICHELMAW: Objection. She is aekine 

ouestions and aivino him the answers? 

THE COURT: Sustained. 
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n Where were the arrangements made? 

A At the bar at the Hotel Alamac. 

O V7hav. wore the arrangements? 

MR. JACOBS- Can we find out who was 
present when the arrangements were made? 

0 Who was present, Mr. Gonzalez? 

A Armando Chino, Hugo Americano, Miouel 

Rodriguez and myself. 

Q What were the arrangements? 

A We aereed to sell them one- kilo of heroin f or 

a 

s?o.non. 

MR. JACOBS: Anain, vour Honor, M Wo 

acrreed to sell them." 

THE COURT: I think it's oerfeetlv obvious: 
Rodriguez and he agreed to sell El Chino and Viera 
$ 20 , 000 . 

MR. JACOBS: Somebody spoke. V’e are entitled 
to the conversation. 

THE COURT: So far he said E! Chino asked 

what the price would be and the witness said he piloted 
$20,000 a kilo. 

MR. JACOBS: Who said what? 

Q What arrangements were made .or delivering 
that one kilo and try to tell us who said what. 

•MTMSM DMTSICT CM«1 HNOTtW, U4. COUMTMOUM 
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2 

no need for that man to coue. lie told rac tuat. tn«s man 




3 

worked for 

him and tuat iie nad to give aim a kilo of 




4 

that heroin. 


1 


6 

u 

Did you deliver tua heroin, tuo two kiloa. 




6 

to anyone? 


s 


7 

A 

Yea. 


1 


0 

Q 

To whom? 



9 

A 

To £1 Cnino. 




10 

Q 

Where wan Mr. hugo the Americano waen you 




11 

mada tuat 

delivery? 


■ 


12 

A 

digat tan re in tne living room in tne uouso. 




13 

U 

Incidentally, did anyone clue come to tuat 


* 


14 

apartment 

on that some day? 




10 

A 

Yes. 


* 


16 

Q 

Who waa that? 




17 

A 

Luis Oespaines. 



• 

18 

0 

What waa he doing there on that day? 




19 

A 

He came to pick up a kilo of heroin tuat 1 


* 


20 

v/as going 

to give to aim, hut ae did not got to t te 




21 

apartment. 

i gave it to aim at the door. 




22 

U 

dad you uold tuat kilogram to anyone? 




28 

A 

Yea. 




21 

U 

To wnom? 


* 


26 

A 

To Lasarito. 


, i 

J_ 
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Gonzalez-di:act 


-U8 

Q Will you identify Lazarito, please? 

A The gentleman with the red jacket, that guy 
(indicating). 

MR. STQtfh: Stipulated. 

Q After the delivery of the two kilograms of 
heroin, did you speak to hi Chino again aoout any other 
deliveries of heroin? 

A Yes. 

0 do you recall wnen tnis was in rolation to 
the two kilo deliveries? 

. A Yes. 

Q When was that in relation to that? 

A I can't fix the exact date wnen it was, nut 
it was about seven or eight days later. 

Q Wnere did you speak to Armando hi Cuino? 

A He would take money to my aunt's house con¬ 

tinuously and there we would have a chance to talk. 

Q Will you tell us what your conversation 

with Armando El Chino was in connection wild* anotncr 
purchase of heroin? 

A Yea. He spoke to me again, that ho needed 
another kilo right then. I told him okay. Wo agreed 
to make the delivery in the same way at Hugo tne American': 


house 
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l1 w Gonzalez-uirect j 4 u 

I suumit tiie jury snould jc instructed tnis 
i3 the same transaction and not another one. 

MR. FRAWK: And renetitious. 

ilISS MEIMAN: It is the same transaction. 

We were talking about Armando bl Cnino and Mr. Gonzalez 
indicated tnat he had given one of the tnree kilogram-; 
away. Tula deals witn Figueroa now. no gave one to 
eespaines oefore. 


THE COURT: I'll let it in. 

Did you personally collect any money from 

Yes. 

■Vnere did you coiloct tiie money? 

At the 005 Bar. 

Do you know an individual ay tiie name of Jose 

Yes. 

Do you know aim oy any other name? 

Yes. 

When did you first meet Mr. Otero? 

Towards tiie end of 1968, beginning of *eJ. 
HISS MSIMANi Your Honor, I don't recall if 
tne witness lias as yet identified Hr. Otero. 

I 

Mr.I Gonxaxes, identify hin. 


•OUT Ml MM BMTHICT CMWT Ml 

»«*.■» «<mam. mi rm 


Dazarito? 

A 

0 

A 

0 

Otero? 

A 

O 

A 

0 

a 


Q 
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qjw Gon-aloz-diroct 

<j Hr. GonzaLez, identify tne defendant Otero. 

MR. STOUEs Stipulated. 

U aid tiiere come a time when you had a aiscusaion 
with Mr. Otero auout this shiDioent? 

A Yes. 

Q When was this conversation,if you can recall? 

A It was during March hut I don't rememoer tne 

date. 

0 Wnere was tne conversation? 

A At the uar El Gallo L>e Maron. 

0 do you recall wnetner anybody else was present? 

A Vos. 

0 Wno else /as oresent? 

A Miguel Rodriguez and myself and — 

* 

MR. STOWE: Objection, your tionor. Tne re is 
no question. 

MISS MiilMAM: US is finisninq tne answer as 
to wno was there. 

A And anotiier man, a fat man uy tne names of 
Garcia. 

0 Tell us wnat tiie conversation was, please? 

A Tnat ne knew I nad iieroin and he wanted use 

to furaisn him some and i told aim yes. 

uid »ou mike any arrangements to deliver neroin 

aovTNSM aMtmcr cawav momtsm, ua cowmtnowm 
fM«iawM.«nnM.ii.v. cof-mm 
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to him during tnis conversation? 

A Yes. 

0 hhat were tnoso arrangements? 

A To sell him a kilo of heroin for a special 
price, yl7,G00) that we would deliver it tne following 

day at night in front of tne Cuua Bar on the corner, he 

would douoie park at the corner and .ligual would deliver 
tite package to him. 

Q oid you go to tno dowa Bar the following day? 

A he went. I went with him. 

0 hno went? 

l'eoe Otero onu rr./self. 

>J here you Inside the Cuba ear? 

A Yes. 

U has anyone else with you at that time? 

A Yes. Raul Crteoa. 

U bo you rememoer w.iat time of day that was? 

A It was at nignt, out I don't rememoer wuat 

happened. 

u huat happened at that war? 

A Yes. 

he had agreed on the precise time when aiguel 
would arrive with the package. 

rtr. Ortaro nad another man inside tne car. 

MWTHIM (NTMCT COUNT NCNONTMC. US. COUNTWOUM 
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gjw Gonzalez-direct J-ij 

haul ortega, Mr. Otero and myself had a drink waiting 
for tiio tii.ie to come. Afterwards Mr. Otero wont out 
and according to that Miguel told me ne went around tne 
clock, double parked again, and Miguel passed him the 
package through the car window. 

0 Wero you sole to see tne car, Mr. Otero's 
car, at any point during tnis time? 

A Yes. 

Q What did you see wnen you were in tne Cuna 

dar? 

A 1 saw the car. 

0 old you s jg .Ur. jiodrigucz or Mr. ilouriguoz* 

car? 

* Yes. And aftorwards Miguel cane inaiuo tne 
car and joined us. 

j 

U oid you collect any money from Mr. Otero? 

A Yes. 

0 bo you recall wnere you collected that money? 

A Yes. 

0 Tell us wnere. 

A He gave ma personally at my aunt's nouse *lJ,00o, 

with Ur. Garcia,the nan wno nad participated in the con¬ 
versation at tne oar Gallo Jo tiaron. He sent me tne re¬ 
maining 57,000 to iii-uni. 
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U uo you renemoer when Mr. Garcia orougnt you 
taat *7,000? 

A A few days later hut I don’t rememwer exactly. 
MR. BTOME: I move tiiat we stricken. Vaoro 

i3 no Mr. Garcia, a eo-conupirator. 

T»lt COURT; overruled. 

0 Did tiiere ever come a time in Marcn of April 
of 1970 Wiien you went to the Mew Jersey Motor Vehicle 
Bureau? 

A Yes. I went to tne Motor Vehicle Bureau in 
Elizabeth, Mew Jersey. 

Q Do you re emaer waat that was? 

J Mo. 

U Who else was with you, if anyone? 

THE COURT; tot’s get an approximate tine. 

He could have gone in December. 

Q Did you go during March of April? 

A March or April out I cannot say exactly w.iicn 
of the two months. 

Q vino went to the Motor Vehicle Bureau witn 

you? 

A Miguel Rodriguez, Raul Ortega, and myself. 

waat did 'ou do A the Motor V- hide Bureau? 

A We registered two cars. 
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A That was about close to 110 th Street and broau- 
way. Z do not remember now exactly wnere it wa3. 

Q Uid you go in a car? 

A Yes. 

0 What happened wnen you got to that location? 

A Raul told me tnat he was going to pic* un 
some money there, lie got out of the car alone and went 
inside and came back with a package. 

HR. REIJ: .lay we fix a time? 

0 bo you recallthe time, Mr. Gonzalez? 

A ho. 

u wo you Knew wiiica month it was? 

A I think it was around iha middle of Marcs, 
raayoe tne 20th or 25ta of March. I'm not sure. X don't 
rememwer tne date. 

0 bo you rer.temuer wuether it was in the morning, 
afternoon or evening? 

A Wo. I do not reroeuuer. I romeuwer it was 
during the daytime but Z don't rememuer the time. 

Q bo you know someone uy the name of Jo3e Sarria? 

A Yes. 

<J bo you know him by any other name? 

A Yes. 

0 bid tiiere come a time when you spoko to aim 


WUTMCMI WTHICT COURT RBRORTIM. U4 COURTROOM 
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auout tiiis shipment of noroin? 

A Yea. 

U bo you remember when tni.a was? 

THE COURT: Wno i3 this? 

MISS MEIMAM: Jose Sarria. He's one of tne 

defendants who is not on trial. 

TUE COURT: You knew him. Whether he knew 

him uy another name and you left it there. 

MISS MEIM.U4: I'm 3 orry. 

'J What is tnat other name? 

A Popito. 

MISS .JEIMAM: Thank you, your honor. 

'j Jo you ronooucr wnen you mot aim? I won't 

rememoer wuat your answer was. 

A I met him two or three years oefore tnat 


occasion. 


Q 

A 

0 

uout this 
A 
0 
A 


Uo you recall who had introduced you to him? 
We just introduced ourselves to each other. 
Do you recall wnen you first spoke to him 
shipment of heroin? 

Yes. 

When was that? 

burinq tn-s month of March at tuo 00!> bar out 


i 


I do not romerawer tho day or the time. 



mwtnsnn •mtmict count mnontmm. «j. count 
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<J Uo y° u recall wao was present during tnis 
conversation? 

► 

^ Miguel and myself. 

Tell us what tile conversation was. 

We spoke auout the heroin, the price, tne 


0 

A 


quality. 

Q Did Mr. Sarria agree to buy any heroin or 
ask you for any heroin? 

A Yes. 

W How much did he agree to purchase? 

A A quarter of a kilo. 

Were arra jgcmunts made for delivery oi tiiat 
quarter of a kilogram? 

A Yes. 

0 What were those arrangements? 

A To deliver the heroin the following day in 

a place close to Union City or West Wew York. 

U Did you go the following day to deliver tnat 
quarter of a kilo? 




wo. 


W Did anyoody toll you wnetncr or not tiiat 

delivery nad oeen made? 

A Ye3. 

U Who told you? 4 
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Gonzalez-direct 

A N °- We nover ‘' ad appointments. „e used to 

come all the time. 

<J °° y ° U knOW some °ne hy the name of Rigouerto 
Montero 7 


A 

U 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

0 


Yes. 


Do you know who that person is? 

Yes. 

»o you know whether he's related to hr. Ortega 
Yes. 

how is he related to Mr. urtega? 

I understand ne is the urother-in-law. 

Uid thGre COno * tiln ° "non you saw aim i„ 
connection with a shipment of heroin? 

A Yes. 

Do you renenuer where that was? 

Ye3. 

Where was it? 

The first day we saw eaai other aere in iiew 

York. 


U 

A 

0 

A 


0 Uo you re ”»r When tliat was? 

A That was daring March but I don't remoter 

tiie day exactly. 

0 bid you have a conversation with Mr. Rigooerto 
Montero? 


SOUTHERN DISTHICT court reporters, u.s. courthouse 
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Gcnzalez-direct J63 

2 

A 

Yes. 

3 

U 

Who else was present if anyone, at that con- 

4 

versation? 


5 

A 

Only he and I spoke. Raul was tnere necause 

6 

this took 

place in a bar nut only he and I spoke auout 

7 

this. 


8 

Q 

uo you rememoer wnat b;..r this was? 

9 

A 

I don't rememuer exactly wuether it was at 

10 

tiie 005 Bar or some otner oar, nut I know it was one of 

11 

those nearby bars. 

12 

Q 

bid you have a conversation witii i>lr. Montero 

13 

a^out tnis 

shipment? 

14 


US. PJERhil JTTuR : My client indicates to me 

15 

ne cannot 

near the witness. 

16 


T11E COURT: Keep your voice up. 

17 

0 

bid you nave a conversation witii Mr, .iontcro 

. 18 

auout tnis 

unipment of ueroin? 

19 

A 

Yes. 

20 

Q 

Wiiat did iie say to you? 

21 

A 

lie told me ne had come from Miami to nere 

22 

with instructions from Raul Ortega to take a kilo of 

23 

heroin from here to Miami to ue delivered to Mr. Auturo 

24 

oantana wno wa3 the owenr of a car dealing agency, ne was a 

26 

car ue ler 

• 

l 

! 

| 
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f -' that a car dealer agency in Florida? 

A Yes. 

\) After tnat conversation, aid you see dr. .xontero 
anywnere else? 

A Several times, yes, in Miami. 

0 i/ere you ever present when no received a ivilo 
of neroin? 

A Yes. 

0 .mere was tnat? 

A At Giro Rodriguez 1 nouse. 

Q Jo you recall wno gave Aim tnat kilo? 

A i.aul Ortega gave it to Aim. 

U Did you e/er see Mr. Ortega togotner witn nr. 

Arturo Santana during tnis time period? 

A During one of the trips that Raul Ortega and 
X took to Miami, we went to the dealers and while 1 
stayed inside the car Raul got off I assume to spea* to 
tnat man. 

MR. MICHEij.Li.Js Objection as to wnat ne assumes. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

U I take it you 3tayod in tne car; is that 
correct? 

A Yes. 

0 did Mr. ortega tell you anything anout wnat ne 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS. U.S. COURTHOUSE 
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had gone ;n > do? 


Lopez? 


uid he tell you anything vriicn ne came out? 


Do you know an individual uy the name of hooorto 


Yes. 

Do you know him oy any other name? 

Yes. 

Wnat is that other name? 

Cara o. Lata. 

Did you over uiroctly soil any neroin no .*r. 


nonez from tais shinnent? 


Q Did you ever sneak to anyone else aaout wuetner 
or not he had purcuased any heroin from this snipment? 


Yes. 


d To whom did you sneak? 

A With Miguel and haul. 

U Tell us first wnat iliguol Rodriguez told you. 

Tnat iie had made arrangements with Kooerto Lopez 
to sell him a kilo and a naif of heroin. 

G What did Mr. Ortega say to you aoout Mr. Lopez, 


if anytning? 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS, U.l. COURTHOUSE 
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A vuat was a transaction tiiat was carried out 
oy Haul ortega Und Miguel. I practically had no part in 
it until the very end. 

0 rfhat part did you have at the very end? 

A Towards tne enu it consisted in collecting 
oart of the money he owed and since he nad no money to 
nay he gave me a coat, a mink coat, with an estimateu 

value of $5,000, and I gave it to Mr. Maul Ortega in 
Miami. 


0 

Perez? 


A 


Q 


A 

0 

A 

W 

Francisco 

A 

Q 

A 

exactly. 

U 

A 


Mo you know someone hy the name of Francisco 

Yes. 

uo you know uiiu ay any otner name? 

Yes. 

^hat is tiiat other name? 

Paco. 

hid there come a time wnen you spoke to 
Perez aoout tni3 shipment of aeroin? 

Yes. 

Mo you recall approximately when this was? 
haring March, jut I don't rememoer the date 


How long have you know Paco Perez? 

1 cannot say exactly hut aoout several years 


southern district count reporters, u.s. courthouse 
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Q Wile re did you first speak to aim auout tne 
shipment of heroin? 

^ front of Joaquin Prada's gas station. 

U iell us wnat the conversation was, please. 

A he arrived with another man. 

U Do you know who tiiat other person was? 

A Ye3. 

U Who was t iat? 

A I know him as Joaquin Gil. 

Q did you have a conversation? 

A Yes. 

% 

'j >fna t was cnat conversation? 

ne told mu he wanted iau to help uiiu; tnat he 
was in a very oad situation. I put my hand in my pocket 
and pulled out a vlOd hill and I was auout to give it 
to him, and ne told me no, tiiat was not the kind of help 
ae wanted, he told me he knew 1 had heroin anu ne wanted 

me to give him a certain amount of heroin so he would oe 
able to sell it. 

Q What did you say to him? 

A I told him yes. 

Q how much aeroin did you agree to sell to hr. 
Perez? 

A A quarter of a *ilo. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS. U.S. COURTHOUSE 
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JOJ 


a customer of his, ho was a good customer, ae uad a lot 
of money, who was interested in buying two or three Kilos 
of heroin and that he nad case to pay for it out Ihad 
noticed quite a delay from him in paying for that quarter 
of a Kilo so I would tell nim to give a sample, I would 
see you tomorrow. I'll see you later, and I kept him Uko 
that until I finally said no. 

Q Did you deliver any further heroin to Perez 
or Gil? 

A No. 

U Do you know someone by the name of El Moro? 

A Ye 3. 

U ./lien had /ou first met El .loro? 

(Mr. Mitchell enters the courtroom) 

A I met him in Miami, but I cannot say exactly 
w.ien. Four or five months prior to tnat. 

0 Would you identify him, please? 

A Yes. That man there (indicating). 

0 Describe what the person i 3 wearing. 

A Viie man sitting behind the man standing right 

now. 

MISS NEIMAN: Will you concede the identity 
of Mr. Jose Aguilera? 

MRS. SOLLEDER: Yes. 









1 

2 

3 


t 



f 

A149 

gjw Gonzalez-direct i>7j 

Q bid there come a time when you were present 
at a conversation where El Moro wa3 Dresent,about tnis 
saipment of heroin? 

MRS. SOLLEDER: May we have a place, your 

Honor? 

THE COURT: We can't do it all in one question. 

Piece by piece comes in. First did you, and then wnere. 

A Yes. 

0 Where was that conversation? 

A At my aunt's home. 

Q Do you remember when that conversation occurred? 

A It wa3 duirnq .larch., out I don't remember tae 

date. 

Q Who wa3 present at your aunt's nouse? 

A Raul Ortega, Miguel Rodriguez, El Moro, and 
museIf. 

Q Will you tell us what the conversation wa3? 

A El Moro practically was a good friend of Raul 
not of mine. Althougn we had neon together in Miami 
several times at the oars. 

MR. SOLLEOER: I object to that answer. It 
is not responsive. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

0 Will you give us tne conversation? 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS. US. COURTHOUSE 
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2 

A El Moro in my presence and in Miguel's presence 


3 

le t us know that he was going to Chicago, he was telling 


4 

that to haul; that he had his customers in Chicago, and 


5 

that he needed half a kilo of heroin to take with him. 


6 

y Were any arrangements made for El iloro to get 


7 

tnat naif kilo of heroin? 


8 

MRS. SOLLEOER: Objection. 


9 

THE COURT: Overruled. 


10 

MRS. SOLLEOER: I don't know wnat it means.. 


11 

THE COURT: Proceed. 


12 

A Yes. Right there. 


13 

Q Wnat were tnose arrangements? ' • ■ 


14 

A At tnat time there was only one car Which 


15 

was Miguel's car. I stayed at my aunt's none and tne 


16 

three of tnem went to Elizabeth to pick up a half a kilo 


17 

of heroin. 


18 

When I saw Miguel again, and I don’t remeianor 


19 

wnetner it was that 3amo night or the following day, and 


20 

ne told me that he had nrought hack El Moro with the naif 


21 

kilo and ne had dropoed him at an address around 50-somethii 

g 

22 

Street hero in Manhattan. 


23 

0 Did you ever speak to Mr. Ortega anout whether 

a 


at 

or not El Moro paid for this half kilo of neroin? 


25 

A Wo. 

i 

tOUTMCNN DISTRICT COURT RKRORTBRS. U.S. COURTMOUSC 
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Do you know someone by the name of Jose Kamos 

I Know him hut not by tnat name. 

What name do you know that person uy? 

. i 

Quevas. 

When did you first meet Quevas? 

I met him around 1969. 

Did you ever nave a conversation with aim 
about this shipment of neroin? 

A I've never snoken to him anout this neroin. 

Q Did anyone ever speak to you about Quevas 

in connection witn tiis anioment of neroin? > 

A Yqs . 

Q Who was tnat? 

A During the time wnen we were distriouting tais 

neroin we had a little tiff uetween Raul, Miguel and 
myself about the I 033 of three kilos of heroin. Miguel 

said tnat Raul naa taken them and Raul said tnat Miguel 
had taken them. 

At that time 1 decided that I did not want 
any further participation with Miguel, out Miguel would 
100 * now aoout all tnc businesses no transacted. 

A time ca:ne wuen Miguel let me know tnat no 
had sold one kilo and a half of neroin to Mr. Quevas, 

•OUTNIRN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS. U.S. COURTHOUSE 
rOLKY SQUARE, RE* YORK, H.Y. CO T-4SE0 
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Ramirez? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
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that Haul aad consigned it directly to him. Taose 
were ju3t conversations aetween Miguel and myself. I 
cann't guarantee any thing aoout that. 

Q Do you know someone by the name of Pirollo? 

A Yes. 

0 Did there come a time when you 3 aw aim in 
connection with this shipment of heroin? 

A Yes. 

0 DO you know what Pirollo*s full name is? 


0 Where did you see him? 





I used to see aim several times at tno jar 


D1 Torrero. 


0 Did you 3ee him at a particular time when you 
discussed a shipment of nerion as opposed to generally? 

A Yes. 

0 Where was that? 

A At Joaquin l’rada *3 house. 

U Jo you recall when in time this occurred? 

A It wa3 at night but I'm not sure of tue uate 
and neither am I sure wacther this was during idaren or 
April. 

U Wno was present at Mr. Prada's nouse? 

A When I arrived Pirollo was there, Prada, and 
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2 

uowever, I will state that in the event that Mr. 

3 

Orteqa is found guilty by the jury, I will entertain an 

4 

application to hold an evidentiary hearing before sentence. 

5 

if I an then persuaded there is a legal basis for such a 

6 

procedure. 

7 

MH. MICIIEL’IAW: May I take a general exception? 

8 

THE COURT: You do not have to make exceptions 

9 

in the Federal Court. 

10 

/ 

MR. MICHELMah: I don't practice much in the 

11 

Federal Courts. 

12 

THE COURT: Miss Perlmutter, you are next. 

13 

MIS. PERLMUTTER: At this tine on behalf of the 

14 

defendant Cifre, T novo under Rule 2? for a directed verdic t 

15 

of acquittal. 

16 

The first point that the defendant had made in hi a 

1 17 

brief submitted to the Court was that the participation of 

18 

| 

the defendant Cifre with the distributing co-conspiiators, 

19 

that is Rodriguez and Oonzalez, was not continuing or intimate 

20 

nor was it in pursuit of a common scheme or plan for which 

21 

he could be held as a conspirator, and I sinqle out 

* 22 

conspirator. 

23 

The defendant bases his argument on the Aviles 

24 

case and the IVymim case. The specific verbiage in thebynum 

25 

case, your Honor, is that the participation must be continuinr , 
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P'trn, 

1 /<.') 

intoimato, .mu pursuant to a common scheme or plan. 

Vhe defendant in this case is charged by these 
two witnesses, Gonzales and Rodriguez, in having purchased 
two separate one-half kilos of heroin. There is not only a 

confusion in the testimony, there is a conflict in the 
testimony, your Honor. 

It would appear that from the testimony of 
Kodrinuez that the first time he ever spoke to Cifrc con- 
corninq the heroin that he was attempting to distribute was 
approximately six days after the sale to the aqonts. It was 
then he said that he met the defendant cifre toqether with 
Gonzalez in a bar across the street from the Prada Oar’qo. 

'a a result of that meetino, cifre pointed out a man to 
Rodriquez and as a result of that pointinq out of that 
separate man, there was a delivery in front of Prada’s house. 

Ramiro Gonzales testified as to that same meotinq 
but that meotinq havinq taken place on the 13th and not the 
six days later, and havinq resulted in a transfer on the niqhi 

ot the 13th, to which the witness Miquel Rodriquez never 
testified to. 

It would appear, if your Honor pleases, that from 
the testimony of these two witnesses and the conflict and 

confusion in their testimony, that it is altogether possible 
that there was only one transfer. 
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If that be so, your Honor, I would rely upon the 
Aviles case and submit to the Court that one transfer is not 
sufficient to hold this defendant in a conspiracy. 


I would further submit to the Court that the 
participation of the defendant Cifre was not one of a 
participant in a conspiracy: rather by the Government's own 
definition the defendant Cifre was simply a buyer, There wan 
no showing that the defendant Cifre had any interest or 
dependence as a buyer in the success of this whole operation. 
lie could not care less whether Miguel Rodriguez or Ramiro 
Gonzales or Raul Ortega ever made any money out of their 
distribution of drugs. Indeed, all he would be interested in 
was a simple purchase. A simple purchaser is not a partici¬ 
pant in a conspiracy. A conspiracy is an extension of our 
law of contracts, and I would submit to your Honor that there 
is no interest shown by the evidence in this case which would 
make this defendant part of that whole conspiracy if there be 


one single conspiracy. 

I think collateral to this is my motion which had 
been made to this Court as to count five in the indictment 
against the defendant. That was based upon duplicity. Count 
five speaks of the defendant having transferred or concealed 
one kilo of heroin. The testimony at best here, your Honor, 
is two separate transfers of one-half kilo of heroin, one-hal 
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kilo was testified to by the witness Rodriguez, another half 
kilo was testified to by the witness Gonzales. I had sub¬ 
mitted to the Court that from the testimony as we heard it 
m this court, we would never know if this defendant were 
found guilty whether the jury believed Rodriguez and dis¬ 
believed Gonzales or believed Gonzales and disbelieved 
Rodriguez. 

I would submit, your Honor, that under Rule 8 of 
t.ie Rules, there was an ii-proper joinder of offenses, and 
based upon this improper joinder of offenses this defendant 
has been put in a special, a very special, position which is j 
an untenable position, by this artful pleading of the 
Government. This defendant is prevented from knowing the 
proper determination of this jury as to the evidence which is 
against him, which, at best, is confusing and in conflict. 

ihe Government in its memorandum in opposition hac 
said that the proper time for havinq made this motion would 
have been prior to the trial since, in the bill of particulars, 
the defendant had been notified that there were two separate 
transactions which they intended to prove. That may be so, 
your Honor, but in the bill of particulars the Government had 
said that one transaction took place between March 14th and 
the 23rd and the other late in March and early April. The 
evidence from the defendant Gonzalez indicated that the 
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transaction that he was speaking of did not take place on the 
14th, indeed it took place on March 13th. At the time the 
defendant was informed that there would be two separate sales, 
he was not aware of the fact that these two separate sales 
would be testified to by two different witnesses in which one 
witness did not corroborate the other witness as to his 
beinq present at that sale. He was not aware of the conflict 
that was there. That would give this defendant proper right 
at this time to make this notion directed to the duplicity 
in this case. 

I would further submit to the Court that the 
Government's memorandum in opposition statina to the Court 
that this is a continual course of conduct permittinq then to 
have these two separate sales testified to by two different 
individuals included in one count in this indictment because 
it was a continual course of conduct is a specious argument, 
your Honor, simply because this is no proof that it was a 
course of conduct. 

Rather it was individual, separate / situations 
and by grouping them together in no way would one consider 
the course of conduct on the part of this defendant. 
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it was the rationale and reasoning of Congress 
to ^ay that each individual offense should oe prosecuted 
individually, and I will submit to the Court that tne 
government is not oeing lenient with this defendant, 
as it said it was in its memorandum, out rather it is 
being harsh to this defendant by permitting this to 
happen in this case, particularly in view of the kind 
of testimony we heard in this courtroom. 

I would further submit, your Honor, that the 
government has stated that the proper remedy, if there 
is a remedy here, would be to tell the government they 
should take a choice as to which one of these two half 
kilo sales they rely upon, and I would say to the Court 
tnat that is not the proper remedy, your Honor. The 
proper remedy in this court would be to dismiss this 
action, and having looked at the cases which have *jeen 
cited by the government in this case I did find a case 
wnich I did nto cite in my memorandum, which was 
U.S. v. Martinez Gonzalez, 8J Fed. Supp. 62, in which 
there was a motion made in arrest of judgment and in 
that case, a 11)50 case, your Honor, the judge in that 
case saw fit after a conviction in which four different 
smuggling actions were included in one count of an 
indictment in wnich the defendants were found guilty, 
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2 

tne Court dismissed after the defendants had seen found 


3 

guilty. 

J 

4 

I would submit, then, that this defendant in 


5 

this case has a remedy in this court; tnat he is not 


6 

precluded from making thi3 application to this Court 

1 

7 

at this time, and I would furtner submit, your Honor, 

1 

8 

that on the oasis of ray arguments here that under Rule 


9 

29 tnere snould ue a verdict of acquittal on the con¬ 


10 

spiracy count as well a3 a verdict of acquittal under 


11 

hule 29 and Rule 8 on the substantive count Wo. 5. 


12 

THE COURT : Miss Meiman. 

1 

13 

MISS WEIMAM: Yes, your Honor. I will first 


14 

address myself to whetner or not there is sufficient 


15 

evidence to find that Mr. Cifre was part of one overall 


16 

conspiracy. The government's first point on tnat subject 


17 

is that there is evidence in this record of two separate 


18 

naif kilo transactions engaged in by Mr. Cifre. I think 

1 

i 

19 

that the conflict of testimony is something for tne 


20 

jury to resolve and at this stage of the proceedings 


21. 

tiie Court is required to rule on this motion on the 


22 

evidence in a lignt mo3t favorable to the government. 

i 

23 

Secondly, apart from the fact that Mr. Cifre 

1 

24 

Knew from Gonzalez and Rodriguez that there was heroin 


25 

available that they wore distributing and whicn he purenasec 
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on two occasions. The evidence also shows tnat he knew 
that Hr. Prada had purchased heroin from Mr. Rodriquez 
and Mr. Gonzalez, but he wanted to deal directly with 
Gonzalez and Rodriquez. 

In addition, he also knew that Mr. Echevarria 
iad purchased heroin from Mr. Gonzalez and Mr. Rodriguez 
and agreed to help in collecting the payments from 

I 

Echevarria, indeed, guaranteed part of the dent. Altnougn 
ne did not make any payments, according to Mr. Gonzalez, 
he nelped in collecting $1,300 from Mrs. and Mr. Echevarria' 

THE COURT: Wnat about the matter of duolicity? 

MISS NEIMAW: rfith respect to all tne defend¬ 

ants in this case, your Honor, that motion is made to 
late. 411 the defendants were aware of the fact tnat 
tnis indictment contained the substantive counts, con¬ 
tained separate transactions, and the nill of particulars 
spelled that out clearly. By waiting until tne middle 
of the trial the defendants have taken away from the 
government the right to have superseded this indictment 
and nave taken away from the government tne right to 
ever prosecute them on these counts. I think tnat is 
precisely the purpose for having a motion like this 
made nefore trial. It is incrediuly unfair to march 
in in tne middle of a trial and make a motion like this. 
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II 

1 

ogh3 1 >2 


2 

do if. 


3 

Ruminations nr*' going to start. shortly. I \/oul.i 


4 

rather not «•»> it in bct'/oon. 


5 

r will do it, luil r think it is hotter l oi you i 


6 

don't do it now. 


7 

Ms. Perlmutter, are you ready to nroceed? 


8 

MS. PERLMUTTER: Yos, your Honor. 


9 

THE COURTs Bring the jury in. 


10 

(Jury present.) 


11 

MS. PERLMUTTER: Your Honor, the defendant Charles 


12 

Busiqo-Cifre calls Luis Mhrrto Busiqo-Ci F r n as hin 


13 

witness. 


14 

T. U I S A. U U S I G o - r t p n y f 


15 

having been first duly sv/orn throuqh the intemreter. 


16 

testified through the interpreter as follows: 


^ 17 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 


18 

BY MS. PERLMUTTER: 


19 

0 Mr. nusigo~ci f re, how old are you? 


20 

A 41 years old. 


21 

o Whore do you 1iw«? 


22 

A Ouavnaho, Puerto Pico. 


23 

o Is that near San Juan? 


24 

A Yes. 


25 

Q How far from Ran Juan is it? 
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1 

pgki 

Tj. Bus i. jo- " if re - dirocc * ^ 

2 

A 

About 20 minutes. 

3 

n 

Do you live in your own home? 

4 

A 

Yes. 

5 

n 

fro you married? 

6 


Yes. 

7 

o 

Do you have any children? 

8 

A 

Two children. 

9 

n 

Are you employed, Mr. Rusigo-oif ro ? 

10 

A 

Mo. I have mv own business. 

11 

o 

What kind of business is it? 

12 

■ * 

I have a wallpa.par store. 

13 

o 

Do vou do anythi.no else other than own and on •rn’. ' 

14 

a walinaper store? 

15 

A 

Mo. 

16 

o 

Do you have a college education, Mr. Rusigo-Ci fro? 

17 

A 

Yes. I am an accountant. 

18 

o 

Did vou graduate from college? 

19 

A 

Yes. 

20 

0 

From what colleae was that? 

21 

A 

It. was the Universitv of Puerto Rico. 

22 

O 

Mr. Rusigo-Cifre, are you related to Charles 

23 

Rusigo- 

Cifre? 

24 

A 

Yes. I am his brother. 

25 

O 

Mow many brothers and sisters do vou have? 
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Tj. *1isico-r t fro - direct 192*! 

I have six sisters and five brothers. 

Mr. husiqo-Cifre, I refer vou to the year 1970 
and ask vou whether you saw vour brother in Puerto Pico in 
the year 1970? 

A Yes. 

Q Tan vou tell us about when you saw hin in Puerto 
Pico in the year 1970? 

A Towards the middle of June. 

MR. PEPLMfJTTEU: T v.’ould ask that these two items 
be marked for identification. 

(defendant Pur.iro-Cifre Exhibits " and o narked 
tor idontification.) 

I show vou icf.'ndant' s Exhibit "I for i/’onti r icatio 
and as!; you whether vou can identity this item. 

A This is a ticket for Paul rifre, ny brother's 
child. 

o Oo vou see the date on it? 

A Yes. 

f What is the date on that ticket.? 

MISS IIEIMAM: Objection. 

THE coupm. tp,,,? 

M I.9S ME I MAM i The document is not in evidence. 

mMr* ryvrvP: True. 

Arc vou noino to object to it? 


pak5 

A 

O 
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1 

0*7k6 L. R isj ~o-Cj r r<-> - direct 102 r > 

2 

'irTHAiIs I have never i"nn If.. 

3 

° Tor,v at this ns -oil and toll us i t |„. . . j 

4 

on there. 

5 

A Charles Cifro. 

6 

I1G . Pnnr.MIIT'Pr 1 * 1 will Of for these* two i * . >nr> into 

7 

evidence, your Honor. 

8 

(Pause.) 

9 

MTSR NEIMAN: ’’o objection, ’'our ,T onor, except ns 

10 

to relevance. 

11 

THE COURT: All riqht. 

12 

(Defendant Puniqo-^ifro Exhibits ’ and 0 r<~c«ivr * 

13 

in evidence.) 

14 

° T show vou th so i /o Pan An t Lcbets and nut- *ou 

15 

whether these two tickets refresh your recollection ns to 

16 

when vou saw Charles Ci^rc and his son Paul Ci r ro in Puerto 

17 

Rico in the ye ar 1970? 

16 

A Yes. 

19 

n T 71ien was that? 

20 

A That was in 1^70, to-ards the middle of June. 

21 

n tn, »cn vou sav/ them in Puerto Pico in the middle of 

22 

June in 1070 will yon t>*ll us where you sav/ them? 

23 

A T picked then up at the airnort. C picked him up 

24 

an/1 I niekod up his son, an.' T took then to my home, and u .i 

25 

son staved at my home because he was noinp to spend Vie sunine 
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there. 


A160-e 


h. Dusi<io-Cifrc - direct 


Mow old was his <?on at that time? 


A r>i-< years old. 

*"* Did Mr. Charles Cifre's son stay with you from tho 
middle of! June through tlv* summer in vour house? 

A Yes, 3ir. 

0 no you know whether Mr. Charles husigo-Cifre 
stayed in Puerto Rico during the summer from June on in 
the year 1970? 

A Yes. 

° no you know whore he staged? 

A Me staved at an noartmant he owns nt 607 
Darlington, Rio Piedras, e Uf »rto Rico. 

Q is Rio Piedras near .Ran Juan? 

A It is part of Ran Juan. 

0 is it near where you live as well? 

A Yes. 

0 Do you know what apartment he stayed in at 
this address? 

A 607. 

° how do you know the number of Lhat apartment? 

A because that apartment used to belong to me. 

o You say that apartment used to belong to you. 

When is it that you sold or gave that apartment to your 
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ogkfl 


L. Busigo-Ci fre - direct 


1927 


brother Charles Busigo-Ci*'re? 


A I 3old it to him towards the end o^ 1 769. 

n Mow do vou remember that was the end of l"f,9 that 

you sold him that apartment? 

A "ocauso it wan about that t’no that he sold a 
gas station that he owned here in New York. 

0 How much monev did he pay you Tor that apartment? 

A That apartment had a value of 516,000 but it had 

a mortgage for $12,000 so he nave me a check for $4,000. 

0 That was not cash but a check? 

7 V Yes. 

n n e^orr<ng you again to the middle* of June, 1070, 
you say that your brother's son, your nephew Paul, staved 
with you over the summer; is that correct? 

A Yes. 

o How often did you see your brother Charles in 

Puerto Rico during that summer? 

A T used to see him every dav. 

<0 Can you tell us where you saw him? 

A I used to see him at home when he came to nee his 

son and I used to see him at the supermarket that l owned 
at that tine. 

0 You owned a business at that time, a supermarket; 
is that correct? You don't own it anvmoro? 
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A 

store. 

O 

sold? 


A160-g 

I.. Busigo-Cifre - direct 192JJ 

That’s correct. Mow T have a wallpaper 

Did vou also see him at the anartment ycu had 


A Yes. A couple ot tines. 

o Would vou say it was daily that you saw him either 

in your house or in your store or in the apartment? 

A Yes. t used to see him evorv dav because he ms 
usinc my car. 

° There came a tine that Charles and his son left 
Puerto hicor is that correct? 

A Yes. 

° Ho you recall when he left ’’uerto lico? 

A At the beginninq of Auqust. 

° Will you tell us how yo\i renemher that it was 
the beginninq of August? 

| 

A Because classes begin in Puerto n ico at the 
beginning of August. 

n You say you have two children; is that right? 

A Yes. 

° Did your two children begin school at the begin¬ 

ninq of August in the year 1970? 

A Yes. 

° ’to*-' old were vour children in 1070 that you snv 
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1 

«iou-n 

nqkl ° L - Bu*ino-rj f r « - direct ioi! 

2 

thoy started school at the hoginnine of August? 

3 

A Si;: and four venrn old. 

4 

° n ° child ren o f four no to school in Puerto "ico; 

5 

A T-hev qo to kindornartcn. 

6 

° T?i11 you tel1 us '/here Charles and hi s son v;.. n t 

I 

7 

to at the heqinninrr of Aueust when th~v left Puerto Tier,? 

8 

' * Thev returned to ’’iani. 

9 

n Ilow you »*no<r the«» ,., ont tn Miami? 

10 

Me told me .so. T took him to the airport and ho 

11 

told me he ’/as going to Miami. 

12 

' 'Ou orated hi" i*> t*'c nlroer-'*-. i>-> i 1 ir , u, 

13 

came? You net him th«ro ; in t.* at correct? 

14 

A Yes. 

15 

n You took him to the airport to go to Miami in J 

16 

Aucust; is that right? 

17 

i 

A Yes. 

18 

before this morning hid you ever soo n mo or nmoi-en 

19 

to me? 

20 

A Vo. 

21 

° r *hen did you arriv® in Mew York Citv? 

22 

A Last nicht at ?:00 in the morn 1 'no. 

23 



° You sneak to me tMs morning? 

24 



A Yes. 

25 

n Wh^re did you sneak to no? 

| 
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1 


oak 11 


Jj. Bus ino-f'i p re - direct 


n v) 


2 

A Tn the corridor. 


3 

0 Was that outside this courtroom? 


4 

A Yes. 


5 

0 Who was present at that time? 

H 


6 

A '^y brother. 


7 

° Wan anybody ej no present? 


8 

A Mo. Nolody ol'-e. 


9 

° Mid he translate for you? 


10 

r Yes. 


11 

Before this nomine you and I had never conve;rsod 


12 

v out this ease; is that right? 


13 

A I had n^ver seen you before. 


14 

MS. PERTjMM'mj’r'n. t have no further questions. 


15 

CROSS EXAMINATION 


16 

T1Y MISS NRIMAN: 


17 

° Where did you net Oofendant Cifre’s Exhibits M 

1 

16 

and O? 


19 

MS. PERLMUTTER; There is no evidence that he 


20 

got them. 


21 

TH r ’ COMET- I don’t know where they came from. 


22 

MS. PEET.Mtj'rmry. There is no evidence that lie got 

1 

23 

then. 

] | 

24 

T hE COMET- I assume they wore offered on that 

25 

basis. 
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UNTTPO STATES OP AMERICA 
v. 

PVtl ORTECA-ALVAREZ, et a l 

March 10 , 1Q7-1 
1 ^ 0 A . M. 

(Trial resumed - -jurv nroson* - .) 

C H ^ R O p 

y 

THE COURT- Mr. Jerry ami L.vUes an’ Gentle¬ 
men of the Jury: 

We have now reached the noint in this trial 
where v OU are about to enter noon vour final function as 
jurors, which is, of course, one of the sacred duties 
of citizenship. You have civen careful attention to the 
evidence during the course of the trial, and I an certain 
that vou will conduct vour deliberations i n the e.nne fine 
snirit. that you have so far d j an laved and wit*, innartlal- 
itv and fairness reach a just verdict in tVs case. 

In our court system the functions of the 
judge and the functions of the jurv are rl.earlv defined. 
It is my duty to instruct vou as to what the law is; 
it is your duty to accent the law as I state it to vou. 
Just as I am the exclusive judge of the law, so vou are 
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P'7 jv; 

tv» exclusive judges of the farts. You alone dot'mine 
the credibility of the witno sses, and tho weight, effect 
and value that should be given to their testimony. It is 
u" to ,r ou to determine from the evidence which vou have 
heard what the facts are in this case, and from thos^ 
facts decide whether » defendants has violated t^e 
lav;. 

This is a criminal prosecution in which the 
government is one party and the defendants are the others. 
The fact that the government is a party entitles it to 
no greater and to no lesser consideration than anv other 
party. It is entitled to the same consideration as 
given to the defendants, no more and no less. 

This case must be decided within the score 
of the charges against each defendant as contained An 
t s e indictment, hut before discussing the law aoniicaMe 
to the charges of the indictment, let us consider some 
general principles which applv to every criminal case. 

An indictment itself is not evidence. It 
merely describes the charges made against a defendant 
and may not be considered by you as evidence of the giilt 
of a defendant. Nor can t^e fact that a grand jurv has 
found this indictment in any way detract from the nresump- 
tion of innocence with which the law surrounds a defendant 
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unless and until his quilt-, is proved bevond a reasonable 
doubt. 

As a result of mv rulings on motions, t^e 
charges against defendant Hosal-Rodriguez contained in 
Counts 1 and 13 have been withdrawn from your consideration 
Similarly, the charge against Hugo Viera 
contained in Count 9 has been withdrawn from vour con¬ 
sideration. These dispositions should not. be considered 
or discussed by you, or influence vou. in anv wav in 
passing uoon the guilt or innocence of Huco ^iera on 
Count 1 of the indictment, or the guilt or innocence 
of anv of the other defendants on the counts in the 
indictment which are being submitted to vou for vour 
determination. 

Orlando Gil has admitted that he plead guilty 
to violation of the narcotics laws involving this trans¬ 
action. Here, again, vou may not consider his nlea in 
any way in passing upon the guilt or innocence of anv 
defendant who is nresentlv on trial. 

Similarly, the fact that Carlos Tananes and 
Joaquin Prada who are named as defendants in the indict¬ 
ment but are not being tried at this time should have 
no bearing whatsoever on vour disposition of the charges 
which are being submitted to vou. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS. U.». COURTHOUSE 
rottv SQUARE, NCR YORK, R.V. CO 7-4M0 





A164 


T’h© government, hss bee . unable to arrest 
a number of other defendants named in this indictment, and 
their cases are not being submitted to vou. Thev are 
Luis Roves, Jose Sarria, Francisco Perez, Jose Ranirez 
Ramos, and Roberto Lopez. Again, I caution vou that 
their absence should not be considered in anv manner in 
determining the guilt or innocence of a defendant who 
is standing trial. 

bach of the ten counts which you will consider 
alleges the commission of a senarate and distinct offense. 
It will be necessary for vou to reach a verdict of guiltv 
or not guiltv as to each of the defendants separately 
on each of the counts of the indictment in which he is 
named. You must consider and weigh the evidence separately 
as to each defendant in each count. The fact that vou 
may find one of the defendants guiltv or not guilt'' of 
one of the offenses ch rged should not control or influence 
your verdict with respect to anv other defendant ^r anv 
other offense charged. 

Each defendant has denied the charges in the 
indictment. By his plea of not guiltv, each defendant 
has put into issue every material fact alleged in the 
accusations brought against him. Accordingly, the aovern- 

I 

ment having made the charge has the burden of provina 
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beyond a reasonable doubt each material element o r each 
count of the indictment. This rule aonlies to each 
defendant individually an to each of the charges in the 
indictment in which he in named. This burden o^ oroof 
never shifts. It remains with the government throughout 
the entire trial and during your deliberations as jurors. 

A defendant does not have to prove his 
innocence. He is presumed, to be innocent, and this pre¬ 
sumption is overcome onlv when you reach a conclusion 
from the evidence that his guilt has been established 
beyond a reasonable doubt. 

What is meant by a reasonable doubt? ''’here 
is nothing mysterious about the term. It means, as the 
words themselves indicate, a doubt based upon reason and 
common sense which arises after consideration of all the 
evidence. Reasonable doubt is a doubt which would cause 
reasonable oersons to hesitate to act in matters of 
importance to themselves. It is not a vague, sneculative, 
imaginary something, and a person mav not be convirtod 
on mere suspicion or conjecture. 

On the other hand, a reasonable doubt does 
not exist merely because a juror does not Wish to perform 
an unpleasant duty. 

A reasonable doubt may arise not only from 
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the evidence produced, hut nl.nn from a lack of evidence. 

A defendant mav also re^v unon evidence 
brought out on cross-examination of anv of the witnesses 
who have testified on behalf of the novernment. Me nav 
attemot to raise a reasonAle doubt in your minds as to 
the existence of one or more of the essential elements 
of the crime without affirmativelv presenting his version 
of all or any of the facts. This is so because the law 
does not impose upon a defendant a duty to produce anv 
evidence. 

The law does not compel a defendant to take 
the witness stand and testify and no oresumption of 
guilt may be raised, and no inference of any kind may 
be drawn, from the failure of a defendant to testifv. 

Now, it is not necessary for the government 
to prove the guilt of a defendant bevond any possible 
doubt. Proof is usually not a matter of mathematical 
or absolute certainty. In the nature of things it cannot 

. 4 

be; but to sustain a conviction there must be such proof 
as satisfies your reason as intelligent people bevond anv 
reasonable doubt that a defendant is guilty as charged.. 

If you do not have a reasonable doubt of a defendant's 
guilt as to the material elements of a charge, then vou 
should return a verdict of guilty on that count. If, 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS. U.6. COURTHOUSE 
FOLEY SQUARE. NE« YORK. N.V. CO 7-MSO 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


A167 

ngjw "3S1 

on the other hand, you do have a reasonable doubt as to 
a defendant's guilt as to anv of the material elements 
of the crime charged, then vou must return a verdict of 
not guiltv as to that count. 

If the evidence is sunnectible of two inter¬ 
pretations, each of which appears to vou to *'e ’-easonable, one 
of which noint.s to the guilt of the defendant and the 
other to his innocence, it is vour dutv under the law 
to adopt that interpretation or conclusion which will 
admit of the defendant's innocence and reject that which 
points to his guilt. 

Now the first count of the indictment is the 
conspiracy count. It charges that from on or about 
December 1st, 1969 until Ar>ril 30th, 1 Q 71, Ortega, Mr. 
and Mrs. Calana, Reyes, Infiesta, Prada, Echevarria, 
Busigo-Cifre, Del Cristo, Alvarez, Viera, Sarria, Otero, 
Perez, Gil, Figueroa, Rosal-Rodriguez, and Ramirez Ramon, 
Lopez, Aguilera and Tapanes, unlawfully, knowingl”, and 
wilfully conspired with each other, and with Ramiro Gonzalez 
and Miguel Rodriguez and others to the grand jury known 
and unknown, to violate Sections 173 and 174 of Title 21 
of the United States Code. 

We are specifically concerned here with 
Section 174 which makes it a crime for any person to 

| 
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the transportation or conchaIment or nai- o r anv narcotic 
drug after v >oinq imported or brought in^o the '’nit'vd 
Staton knowing the drug to bnve been brought into the 
United States contrary to law. 

Nhat is a consniracy? It. is a combination 
or agreement of two or more persons by concerted action 
to accomplish a criminal or unlawful nurnosc, and one 
or more of the persons who are members of tbr* congniraev 
does any act to effect or further the obiect o f the con¬ 
spiracy. 

It is a partnership in criminal purposes in 
which each member becomes the agent of every other member 
and is a crime in itself. 

To prove a conspiracy hero, the evidence must 
show bevond a reasonable doubt the existence of each one 
of the following elements: 

First, that the conspiracy described was 
formed and existing at or about the time alleged; 

Second, that It. was oart of the conspiracy 
to receive, conceal, possess, buy, sell, and facilitate 
transportation, concealment and sale of large quantities 
of narcotic drugs, to wit, heroin, after such narcotic 
drugs had been imported and brought into the united States | 
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contrary to law, knowing that the said narcotic drugs 
had been imported and brought into t’-o I'nito'i stator 
contrary to lav;. 

'T’hird, a material element i<? that a defendant 
knowing and wilfully became a member of the conspiracy; 

Fourth, that one of the conspirators there¬ 
after knovAngly committed at least one of the overt acts 
charged in the indictment at or about the time and olace 
alleged; and 


Fifth, that such overt act was committed in 
furtherance of some object or puroose ot the conspiracy 
as charged. 

As to the formation of a conspiracy, it is 
not necessary that there be proof that the participants 
met together and entered into a formal or written agree¬ 
ment or that they directly stated between themselves 
what their object or purpose was to be, or the details 
of the plans, or the means bv which the purpose was to 
be achieved. Indeed, it would be extraordinary wore the 
members of a conspiracy to set forth all the actual 
details of their arrangement in a formal and written 
agreement. When oorsons, in fact, embark together unon 
a criminal conspiracy, much is often unexpressed, much 
is left to unwritten understanding. Denerally, such a 
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contrary to law, knowing that said narcotic drugs had been 
imported and brought into the United States contrarv to 
law. 

Third, that a defendant knowing and wilfully 
became a member of the conspiracy; 

Fourth, that one of the conspirators thereafter 
knowingly committed at least one of the overt acts charged 
in the indictment at or about the time and place alleged; 
and 

Fifth, that such overt act was committed in 
furtherance of some object or purpose of the conspiracy 
as charged. 


As to the formation of a conspiracy, it is 
not necessary that there be proof that the participants 
met together and entered into a formal or written agreement 

I 

or that they directly stated between themselves what their 
objefit or purpose was to be, or the details of the plans, or 
the means by which the purpose was to be achieved. Indeed, 
it would be extraordinary were the members of a conspiracy' 
to set forth all the actual details of their arrangements 
in a formal and written agreement. When persons, in fact, 
embark together upon a criminal conspiracy, much is often unde¬ 
pressed ,much is left to unwritten understanding.Generally,such ^ 
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crimi nal 
the acts 


consniracv is 


an.’ statements 


«i master o^ inforomro 1 

of the alleg-d conspirators. 


t T ( IIM 


V7hat the evidence must show in ord.-r 
establish that a consniracv existed is that the n-n'^rr; 
in sonr wav or other, positively or tacitlv, can- to a 
mutual understanding to engage in a connon unla*-’*n.l 
a-reenent to violate Section 17/1 of the Federal "arcotics 
Paws which I have just described for you. 

All of the members need rot have joined at 
the inception of the agreement, and T will discus- this 
oomt more fully with vnu later on. In determinino whethe) 
or not there was such an unlawful agreement, v OU mav 
judge the acts and conduct o^ each o* the alleged con¬ 
spirators as a whole and the reasonable inferences to 
be drawn from such evidence. 


An unlawful agreement mav exist even though 
the individual conspirators may have done some acts in 
furtherance of the common unlawful nurooso apart from, 
or unknown to, the others. 


Proof of 3ev-ra1 sonarato an* 1 independent 
conspiracies is not proof of the sinole ov-rall conspiracy 
charged in the indictment unless one of those conspiracies 
proved i3 the single conspiracy charged in the indictment. 

What you must determine as to this element 
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is whether the conspiracy charged in the indictment 
existed between two or more of the aliened connoi rnfnrr.. 

If vou fin' - ' that no such conspiracy existed, then you 
mu3t aenuit all of the defendants on Count 1. 

In determining whether the alleged consoiracv 
exists, you may consider what the evidence shows as to 
changes in personnel and activitv. You nav find a single 
conspiracy even though there were changes in personnel 
or activities, provided that you find that some of the con- 
soirators continued throughout the life of the consoiracy 
and that the purpose of the conspiracy continued to be 

i 

that charged in the indictment. The fact that the narties 
are not always identical does not mean that there are 
separate conspiracies. In other words, if at all times 
the alleged conspiracy had the same overall primary pur¬ 
pose and the same nucleus of participants, the consniracv 
would be the same basic scheme even though in the course 
of its operation additional consoirators joined in and 
performed additional functions to carrv out the scheme 
while others were not active or had terminated their 
relationship. 

If you satisfy yourselves beyond a reasonable 
doubt that the conspiracy as alleged in the indictment 
existed, then you must determine as to each defendant 




p 
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as to whether 'ip or she knowina atvl wilfuJ.lv was an anti'’o 
participant in the unlawful olan with the intention o r 
furthering its objectives. w* ro Vnov-lerJqe of an illegal 
act on the nart of some other alleged co-consoirator i* 
not sufficient. M->ro1v acting in a wav which incidental 1 v 
furthers the purpose of the consniracv without ’'nowleho 
that a conspiracy exists does not mate a person \ rv'mbe*- 
of the conspiracy. 

You may find that a defendant acted '■no' , in n1 v 
and wilfullv if he acted voluntarily and ourooselv and 
with specific intent to do something which the law forbids. 
That is to say that he must have acted with evil motive 


! 

* 

* 

, 


or bad purpose to disobey or to disregard the lav and not. 
because of negligence, mistake, inadvertence or other innocent 
It is ohviously impossible to ascertain or 
prove directly what a norson knew or intended. You cannot 

i 

loot into a person's mind and see what his intentions 
were or what he knew. nut a careful and intelligent 
consideration of the facts and circumstances shown hv 
the evidence in anv given case as to a person's actions 
and statements enables us to infer with » reasonable 
degree of certaintv and accuracy what his intentions 
were i n doing or not doing certain things and the state 
of his knowledge. 

I 

j 
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2 

In ordnr for von to find that a particular 

I 

3 

defendant was a member of the consniracv charged in the 

«h 


r 4 

indictment, vou must find that that defendant knew what 


5 

its unlawful nurpose was and that h*» had a stake or ner- 

6 

sonal. interest in it as distinguished from acting exclusively 

r 

7 

on his own. T^e scone of each defendant's agreement must 


8 

he determined individually from what was proved as to 


9 

that defendant. 


10 

In order for a defendant to he hold for loin- 


11 

inq others in a conspiracv, he must in some sense promote 


12 

their venture himself or make it his own. 


13 

Thus, it becomes essential for vou to deter- 


14 

mine just what defendant was promoting and making his 


15 

own. In this regard, it is not required that each of 


16 

the conspirators participate in or have knowledge of. 


17 

all of the conspiracy's operations. The guilt of a 


18 

conspirator is not governed bv the extent of his partici- 


19 

pation; ho need not know all of the alleged conspirator*;. 


20 

Even i c a defendant participated in the 


21 

conspiracy to a degree more or less than that of his 


22 

fellow consp' *ators, or in a relatively subordinate or 

' 23 

minor way, he is equally culpable as long as he became 


24 

a member of the conspiracy with knowledge of its general 


25 

scope or purpose. 

i 



i 
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Now, a single* act of a defendant, sue’* as 

» 

a purchase of heroin from a member o^ a consnirar**, nav 
H'* sufficient to draw that defendant within tho ambit of 
the conspiracy. However, since conviction for conspiracy 
requires an intent to oarticioate in the unlawful enter¬ 
prise, the single act itself must ho such t^at vou na” 
reasonably infer from it such an intent, or th^r** must 
be independent, evidence tending to prove that a defendant 
had some knowledge of the broader consniracy bevond his 
single act. 

You ma r consider the ouantity of heroin pur- 
chased, its coat and the circumstances under which the 
purchase was made as bearing on a defendant's intent to 
participate in the conspiracy. You mav find from such 
facts that the conspirators at one end knew business 
could not atop with their buyers and that the conspirators 
at the other end knew it did not begin with £heir seller**. 

Such facts may prove that each level of oper¬ 
ation depended upon the existence of the other, and the 
mutual interdependence of each level was fully understood 
and appreciated by defendant. 

I want to caution you, however, that mere 
association with one or more of the alleged conspirators 
does not make one a merauer of the conspiracy. Nor is 
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knowledge without participation sufficient to make one 
a conspirator. 

Now, it is not necessary that all conspirators 
have participated in the alleged jonspiracy from its 
inception. A person who comes in at a later point with 
knowledge of the conspiracy's general operation, although 
not necessarily of all of its details, and who intentionally 
acts in a way to further the unlawful goals, becomes a member 
of the conspiracy and is legally responsible for all that may 
be or has been done in furtherance of the common criminal 
objective. 

In determining whether or not a particular 
defendant was a member of a conspiracy, you may consider 
evidence of his own statements, and conduct of other alleged 
co-conspirators and the reasonable inferences to be drawn 
from such evidence, provided you find that such acts or 
statements of a con-conspirator were made during the course 
of the conspiracy and in aid of or in furtherance of its 
alleged purpose. 

The alleged purpose of the conspiracy is that 
the defendants would buy, or sell, or receive, or conceal, 
or in any manner facilitate the transportation or conceal¬ 
ment or sale of illegally imported heroin. 
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11,6 purpose Of toe alleged conspiracy 
sas to deal in noroin that was illegally imported, aeforo 
/ou find tot a defendant was a member of tne conspiracy, 
you must uo convinced ueyond a reasonaule doubt toat ,.e 
hSd knowle ^e of toe heroin's illegal importation, wow 
the government has not introduced proof of each defendant's 
Knowledge that toe heroin was illegally imported. Instead, 
the government relies on an inference to show this know¬ 
ledge which i will explain to you later on in tois cuarge 
in connection with toe substantive counts and wnica win 
apply equally as well to this conspiracy count. 

I 

If after considering eacn defendant separately 
you find that he is not a member of the conspiracy alleged 
in toe indictment or is a member of some other conspiracy 
tnan the one alleged in toe indictment, then you should 
acquit that particular defendant on Count 1. 

i'nus, it is possible for you to find tnat none 
of tne defendants, or some of the defendants, or all of 
tne defendants, on trial were members of the single 
conspiracy alleged in toe indictment. 

'too indictment alleges that toe conspiracy 

commenced on or about decemoer 1st, 1S6S and continued 
to April 30t.i, 1971. 

Tne government, howe ,r, is not required to 
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prove tnat cue alleged conspiracy existed over tne wuole 
course of time 3et out in tue indictment. It is sufficient 
if you find that any time witnin tuat neriod all of tuu 
elements of the alleged conspiracy have been proven to 
your satisfaction beyond a reasonable doubt. Vue fact 
tuat the government may not nave proved tuat the con¬ 
spiracy was carried on as early or as long as tne indict¬ 
ment alleges is not of any importance so far as tne 
elements of the crime are concerned. 

i.ne next element that must oe proved on this 
issue of the conspiracy is tne requirement of an overt 
act. You may not find a defendant guilty of conspiracy 
unless you are convinced beyond a reasonable douot tnat 
one of the conspirators knowingly committed one o$ tne 
overt acts charged in the indictment. Tne government 
need not prove the commission of all of tne overt acts 
charged in the indictment. 

By tiie term "overt act" is meant any act 
committed uy one of tne conspirators in an effort to 
effect or accomplish some Object or purpose of the 
conspiracy. It must be knowingly done in furtherance 
of some object or purpose of the conspiracy cnargod 
in tiie indictment. The overtact need not be criminal 
in nature if considered se t irately and apart from tne 
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2 

conspiracy. it nay ^e as innocent as the act of a man 


3 

walking across tne street or using a telephone. 


4 

Vhe overt acts referred to in tnis indictment 


5 

are tue following ~ ana I will read them to you: 


6 

1. In or anout Marcn, 1970, the defendant 


7 

Raul Ortega-Alvarez met with co-conspirators Ramiro Gonzale 


8 

in Miami, Florida. 


9 

2. In or auout Marcn, 1970, tne defendant 


10 

Raul Ortega-Alvarez and co-conspirator Ramiro Gonzalez 


11 

flew from Miami, Florida to Jewark, hew Jersey. 

t 

1 

12 

3. On or anout March 12, 19 70, tne defend¬ 

i 

13 

ant Raul Ortega-Alvarez registered and stayed in tue 


14 

Saxony Motel, 330 Atlantic Avenue, Elizabeth, Mew Jersey. 


15 

4. On or anout Marcn 12, 1970, the defend¬ 


16 

ant Raul Ortega-Alvarez and co-conspirator Ramiro Gonzalez 


17 

met with tne defendants Ciro Rodriguez-Calana and Francisca 


18 

Ortega-Rodriguez at 38 Rankin Street, Elizaoetn, new Jersey. 


19 

I gatuer Francisca Ortega-Rodriguez is tne lady wuom we 


20 

have ueen calling Mrs. Calana during tne course of tais 


21 

trial. 


22 

5. On or anout March 12, 1970, tne defend¬ 


23 

ants Jorge Infiesta and Luis Reyes-Padron received approxi¬ 


24 

mately one kilogram of heroin from the defendant Raul 


25 

ortega-Alvarez in an apartment at 666 West 162nd Street, 
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1 

2 

Jew Yor*, York. 


:i 

6. On or a*JOut Marcn 13, 19 70, defendant 


4 

Joaquin K. Prada and co-conspirators Ramiro Gonzalez and 


5 

Miguel Rodriauez delivered approximately one Kilogram 


6 

of heroin at the CBC Gas Station, 2120 Amsterdam Avenue, 


7 

! «'ew York, Jew York. 


8 

7. On or aoout Marcn 13, 1970, tne defend¬ 


9 

ants Raul Ortega-Alvarez, Jorge Infiesta, and Luis Reyes- 


10 

Padron met in an apartnent at G66 West 162nd Street, Jew 


11 

York, Jew York. 

1 

1 

12 

8. On or about March 16, 1970, the defend- 


13 

i 

ant Raul Ortega- Alvarez entered Luigi's Restaurant and 

14 

*• 

Bar, 4199 uroadway, Jew York, Jew York. 

15 

9. On or aoout March 31st, 1970, tne defend¬ 


Id 

ant Carlos Tapanes delivered approximately one kilogram 


17 

of heroin in the parking lot of the Ilicksville diner. 


18 

Old Country Road and South Oyster Bay Road, Hicksville, 


19 

uong Island. 


20 

10. In or aoout Marcn, 1970, tne defendant 


21 

Raul Ortega-Alvarez delivered approximately one kilogram 


22 

of heroin to the defendant Luis Reyes-Padron at 38 Rankin 


23 

Street, Llizabeth, Jew Jersey. 


24 

11. In or about Marcn or April, 1970, the 


25 

defendant Raul Ortega-Alvarez delivered approximately two 
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kilograms of heroin to tie defondants Jorgo Infloata and 

auia Reyes-Padron in an apartment at 6SG West 162nd Street, 
dew York, dew York. 

I 

12. m or aoout Marcn , 19 70, co-conspirators 
Hamiro Gonzalez and Miguel Kodriguez met with the defend¬ 
ants Francisco Orlando Perez and n r i ando Gil< 

13. On or about March 24, 1970, tne defend¬ 
ants Francisco Orlando Perez and Orlando Gil met at 972 
West 173rd Street, dew York, dew York. 

14. On or aoout March 24, 1970, tne defend¬ 
ant Francisco Orlando Perez went to tne Blue Mirror Bar, 

3347 Broadway, dew York, dew York. 

13. In or anout March or April, 1970, tne 

defendant Hector Echevarria received approximately one- 

ualf kilogram of heroin at 300 Audunon Avenue, dew York, 
dew York. 

13. In or anout Marcn or April, 1970, eo- 

conspirators Ramiro Gonzalez and Miguel Rodriguez iiad 
a conversation with the defendant Charles Uusigo-cifre 

in the vicinity of the CBC Gas Station, 2120 Amsterdam 
Avenue, dew York, dew York. 

17* In or about March or April, 1970, co- 

conspirators Ramrio Gonzalez and Miguel Rodriguez delivered 
approximately one-naif kilogram of heroin for tne defendant 
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1 

ogjw 

Z Jo J 

2 

Oiarles Bu^yo-Cifre to John Doe in the vicinity of the 

3 

»-DC oas Station, 2120 Amsterdam Avenue, dew York, dew 

4 

York. 

5 

18. In or aoout March or April, 19 70, tne 

6 

defendant Joaquin R. Prada received a sum of money from 

7 

tne defendant Charles nusigo-Cifre. 

8 

la * In or about March or April, 1J70, tae 

9 

defendants Charles Busigo-Cifre and Hector Echevarria 

10 

met at 380 Audubon Avenue, Hew York, Jew York. 

11 

20. In or aaout March or April, 1970, co¬ 

12 

conspirator Ramiro Gonzalez met with the defendant nomingo 

13 

Del Cnsto at the Gallo De Maron Bar, 3922 Broadway, dew 

14 

York, dew York. 

15 

21. In or about March or April, 1970, tae 

16 

defendants Armando Garcia-Alvarez and Joan Doe, also 

17 

known as Hugo El Americano, met at a oar in the Alamac 

18 

Hotel, 20S6 Broadway, dew York, New York. 

19 

22. In or about March or April, 1970, tne I 

20 

defendant Armando Garcia-Alvarez met with co-conspirator 

21 

Ramiro Gonzalez in Miami, Florida. 

22 

• 6*ert ; act 23 ha* been stricken, so we will 

23 

go on to the next one. 

24 

24. In or aoout March or April, 1970, tae 

25 

defendant Raul Ortega-Alvarez and co-conspirators Ramj.ro 
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Gonzalez and Miguel Rodriguez delivered one kilogram of 
neroin to the defendant Armando Garcia-Alvarez in tne 

vicinity of 158th Street and Broadway, New York, New 
York. 


) 


2j. In or about March or April, 1970, tne 

defendant Jose Luis Sarria and John Doe, also known as 
Rooerto, received approximately one and a naif kilograms 
of heroin in Hudson County, New Jersey. 

26. In or aoout March or April, 1970, co¬ 

conspirator Ramiro Gonzalez met with tne defendant Jose 

utero at tne Gallo De Maron bar, 3922 Broadway, New Yorx, 
New York. 


i 




i 


i 

i 

i 


i 

i 


27. In or aoout March or April, 1970, the 
defendant Jose Otero received approximately one kilogram 

of heroin in tne vicinity of the Cuba Bar, 1475 St. Nicholas 
Avenue, New York, New York. 

28. In or aoout March or April, 1970, co¬ 
conspirators Ramiro Gonzalez and Miguel Rodriguez met 
with tiie defendant Cirillo Figueroa at tne 005 Bar, 3865 
Broadway, New York, New York. 

29. In or about March or April, 197o, co- 
conapirator Ramiro Gonzalez delivered approximately one 
Kilogram of heroin for tne defendant Cirillo Figueroa 

to John Doe in an apartment at 804 West 180th Street, 
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2 

.Jew York, Wew York. 


3 

30. In or about March or April, 1370, co- 


4 

consoirator Miguel Rodriguez delivered approximately one 


5 

kilogram of heroin for tne defendant Cirillo Figueroa 


6 

to tiie defendant Rigooerto Rosal-Rodriguez at tne CbC 


7 

8 

9 

Gaa Station, 2120 Amsterdam Avenue, dew York, dew YorK. 

Oviart act 31 has been stricken. 

32. In or about March or April, 1370, the 


10 

defendant Joaquin R. Prada handed one and a half kilograms 

: 

11 

of neroin to the defendant Cirillo Figueroa in an apart¬ 


12 

13 

ment at 790 Riverside Drive, Wew York, dew York. 

, 

33. In or about March or April, 137u, the 


14 

defendant Jose Ramirez Rios received approximately one- 


15 

half kilogram of heroin at the El Bayames Restaurant, 


16 

1279 st. Nicholas Avenue, dew York, dew York. 


17 

34. in or aoout ilarca or April, 197u, tne 


18 

defendant Jonn Doe, also known as Rouerto Lopez, received 


19 

approximately one-half kilogram of heroin at the Gallo 


20 

21 

be Maron Bar, 3924 Broadway, New York, dew York. 

35. In or about March or April, 1970, tae 


22 

defendant Jose Angel Aguilera transported one-half kilo¬ 


23 

gram of heroin from Elizabeth, New Jersey, to dew York, 


24 

25 

daw York. 



•n _ 

Tae fact that a particular defendant is not 
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named in an overt act is of no importance uecause once 
you find tnat a conspiracy existed and tnat a defendant 
on trial was a memoer of a conspiracy, tnen he is bound 
oy the acts done and statements made oy any otner memoer 
in furtherance of that conspiracy, even in tne ausence 
of such defendant. 

once you have determined tnat tne offense nas 
ween establisned under the guidelines I have just given 
you, then the crime of consDiracy is complete as to every 
person found oy you to have oeen knowingly and wilfully 
a memoer of the conspiracy. 

I 

I 

Furthermore, at this point the success or 
failure of the conspiracy to accomplisu tne common ooject 

I 

or purpose is immaterial. 

| 

At this point I am going to summarize tne 
evidence which the parties claim supports their contentions 
as to the existence or non-existence of a conspiracy to 
distnoute 45 kilograms of heroin. Of course, niy recol¬ 
lection of the facts is in no sense binding on you. i t 
la your recollection of the evidence as you heard it 
recited from the witness stand that controls. 

The government contends tnat all of tne defend¬ 
ants named in the inuictment and more specifically tnose 
wuo are seated before you are guilty under Count 1. 
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i^oa testified tnat ne picked up 60 kilos of 
neroin at JFK Airport and tnat he eventually delivered 
56 of these kilos to Roberto Arenas. Arenas testified 
tnat Coronel sent Ortega from Miami to nick up this 
neroin at Arenas' apartment, and tnat Ortega came to nis 
apartment and took two suitcases of heroin which Ortega 
said ae was going to put in the apartment of nis urotaer- 
in-law, Ciro Rodriguez-Calana, in Elizaveta, dew Jersey. 
Rater Arenas testified tnat Ortega agreed to oring 20 
kilos aacK from dew Jersey to give to Caramian. The 
next day, wuich Arenas testified was February 22nd, 

Ortega brought the 20 kilos to his apartment out Caramian 
took only ten kilos and Ortega retained the otner ten. 

The government contends that Ortega tnen set 
t»oout selling the remaining 45 kilos oy himself with 
tiie aid of Miguel Rodriguez and Ramiro Gonzalez. 

Ramiro Gonzalez testified that ortoga asked 
nim to go to dew York to sell heroin and that they 

would oe 50-50 partners. Gonzalez said tnat Ortoga told 

him u 4 

tnat tne 45 kilos of heroin were nure and he gave 

nim v300 to buy a macnine to seal plastic nags and to 
t>uy a plane ticket to Newark. According to Gonzalez, 
ne and Ortega flew to Newark where they stayed at tne 
Saxony Motel. 
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next day, wnicn waa Marcn 12th, he claims 
Lnat they went to tne non of Ortega '3 sister, Francisca 

( 

Calana, at 38 Rankin Street in Llizabetn, wnere Ortega 
displayed two suitcases containing heroin to Gonzalez. 
Gonzalez says tnat Hr. and i lrs. Calana were in the nouue 
when tney arrived, altnough firs. Calana was not present 
in tiie room when tne suitcases were shown. 

Ortega said tnat tne remaining portions of tne 
45 kilos were in a nearby house. Rodriguez has also 

I 

testified that on Marcn 13th, Ortega snowed him a suit¬ 
case of neroin at tne Calana nouse and said tnat neroin 
was stasned at tne home of another sister. 

Coming back to March 12th, Gonzalez testified 
that tie and Ortega went to Infiesta's nouse wnere Gonzalez 
says tnat Infiesta asked him to intercede with Ortega 
for a better price and quality. According to Gonzalez, 
Ortega had sold heroin to Infiesta several days oefore. 

Later on that day Gonzalez brougnt Rodriguez 
to a war to meet Ortega and discuss tnuir business relation¬ 
ships. Gonzalez testified that he delivered tne money 
wnicn he and Rodriguez collected for the sale of tnis 
neroin to Ortega and tnat he accompanied Ortega wnen 
ortega went to deliver money to Arenas. Arenas te 3 tifieu 
tnat he nad many meetings with Ortega in which Ortega 
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brougnt him money amounting to about - $140 ,000. 

On March 13tn, Gonzalez says tnat ne and Ortega 
drove to Mew York in a blue Corvair car which Ortega 
said uolonged to his family. They took seven kilos of 
heroin to Infiesta's house where it was cut, and Infiesta 
bought a kilo at that time. Rodriguez has testified tnat 
neroin was also cut the following day with Ortega, 

Infiesta, Mr. Calana, and Rodriguez being present. 

Gonzalez also testified that Ortega was present | 

I 

at tne bar in Luigi's Restaurant two or three days later 
when he and Rodriguez were discussing the second sale to 
the agents Tumillo and Angioletti. 

Rodriguez and the agents have testified tnat 
they witnessed this event. 

Both Gonzalez and Rodriguez have testified 
to tiie sale of heroin oy Ortega to Chaveco at 110tn and 
Broadway. At one point these two witnesses have testified 
that Ortega urged them to get active and sell the neroin. 
Gonzalez said that Ortega was present at the Gallo L>o 
Maron Bar when the defendant Viera gave Gonzalez $14,000 
and that he was in the car when Gonzalez handed El Chino, 

Mr. Alvarez, two kilos from his car at 158th and Broadway. 

Both Rodriguez and Gonzalez have testified 
that Ortega gave Rodriguez six and a half kilos at Calana's 
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house just before Ortega and Gonzalez left for Hiami. 

Tae government contends that defendant nusigo- 
^ifre was a member of this conspiracy uecause he purcnased 
aeroin from this 45 kilo snipment on two occasions. cifre 
is alleged to have told Rodriguez tnat he wanted to ouy 
from Rodriguez uecause ne uad uecome dissatisfied witn 
auying from Prada who owned the CBC Gas Station, wnicn 
formerly oelonged to Cifre. 

Rodriguez and Gonzalez testified that they 
sold half a kilo to Cifre for $9,500 and that Cifre 
had Rodriguez deliver tae aeroin to a third person wuo 
worked for Cifre. Gonzalez also testified that taere 
was a second sale of a naif a kilo to Cifre. 
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Rodriguez and Gonzalez also testified that 
Citre agreed to underwrite part of a purchase by defendant 
Ecn.varri. after Rodriguez experienced difficulty collecting 
from Echevarria on a sale made to him. Thereafter Gonzales 
sa.d that he and Cifre went to Echevarria's supermarket and 
that Echevarria's wife produced a bag filled with money. 

The government places Armando Alvarez in this 
conspiracy claiming that he purchased six kilos on four 
different occasions. Rodriguez testified to delivering one 
kilo to Alvarez at 18Qth Street and Fort Washington Avenue 
«nd a second delivery of one and a half kilos to this 
defendant at 158th Street and Broadway where he claims that 
he was accompanied by Ortega and Gonzalez. Gonzalez has 
testified that in addition to the deliveries by Rodriguez, 
Gonzalez delivered two kilos to this defendant at Viera-s 
house on one occasion and one kilo on another. 

Both witnesses have testified to, payments having 
been made for these purchases. 

As far as Jose Otero's involvement in this con- 
•piracy 1. concerned, Rodriguez ha. beatified that he met 
this defendant at a bar with Ortaga and Gonzalez, that Ortega 
told Rodriguez to give this defendant one and a half kilo, 
which Rodriguez delivered to otere. Gonzalez place, the coavcr 


HiSft 'M tu 


With*** Ortaga 


-quotas 
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i 

ortero as saying that he knew Gonzalez had heroin and ha vante 
aorne. Gonzalez says only one kilo was involved for which 
Otera paid $17,000. 

The government seeks to place the defendant 
Cinllo Figueroa in this conspiracy by testimony of Rodriguez 
and Gonzalez that they sold and delivered six and a half 
kilos of this heroin to Figueroa on six different occasions. 

Rodriguez says that this defendant had been 
buying from Reyes and Infiesta but wanted to buy directly 
from Rodriguez and Gonzalez. Rodriguez detailed five 
deliveries of five and a half kilos and Gonzalez testifies 
to a sixth delivery of one kilo. 

In addition, Rodriguez says Figueroa wanted to 
buy more but the sale could not be made because the 4b kilos 
had been sold. Figqaroa is said to have paid $19,000 for 
hhe first kilo. 

Coming now to the question as to whether the 
defendant Jorge Inffeata was a member of the alleged con¬ 
spiracy, the testimony is to the effect that Ortega left 
quantities of haroin in Infiesta's apartment, that Infiesta 
helped cut it on one occasion, and that he bought one kilo 
from Ortega for hiaaelf and Reyes. 

Gonzales, in addition, says that he and Ortega 
sold two kilos to Infiesta and Reyes and that he collected 
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■wney from Infie.ta at 0rtega . B requaat _ 

Finally, there i. a conversation in which Ortega 
is supposed to have told Gonzales that he had sold three 

kilos to Infiesta and Reyes the day before Gonzalez first 
flew up to Newark. 

Rodriguez and Gonzalez place Domingo Del Cristo 
in the conspiracy. Rodriguez ha. testified that this defend¬ 
ant came to him looking for Ortega because he wanted to buy 
heroin. Ortega told Rodriguez that he would speak to Del 
cristo. Gonzalez ha. testified that there were two sales of 
one-half kilo each to Del cristo. Roth Rodriguez and 
G°n»l« have te.tifiad about difficulties in collecting 
-oney from this defendant. Gonzalez say. that Lopez paid 
$1*800 of Del cristo'. debt because they were partners. 

The government also place. Ms. and Mrs. clan, 
in this eoa.plr.ey. It claim, that most of the heroin was 
kept in their ho~ at 38 Rankin Street: in Eliz^eth. New 
Jersey Pending .ale. Both Rodriguez and Go..**., . t . ta ^ 

both of these defendants were present et time, when heroin 

being cut and that thev wen , 

cney were to be paid for their help 

in stashing the heroin. 

Gonzalez ha. testified that he gave money to both 
C.lanes to be given to Ortega for the sale of the heroin. 

In addition. Arena, ha. ..id that Mr. Clan. 
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was seated in a car with New Jersey license plates parked in 
front of his apartment/ and that Ortega, carrying ten kilos 
of heroin, walked toward the car after leaving Arenas in 
front of his apartment building on February 22nd. 

Gonzalez says that on several occasions Mr. Calan. 
gave him heroin and that defendant Ortega had sent 
Mr. Calana to get additional heroin which had been left at 
a nearby place. 

Finally, there is the testimony of Agent 
MoBUyn. who places the Corvair car registered in Mrs. Calana 
name, PFG 721, in the rear of Prada 1 s gas station when the 
first sale of heroin was made to agents Angioletti and 
Tumillo by Gonzalez and Rodriguez on March 13th. Rodriguez 
has testified that Ortega gave him the keys to the car 
aerlnftesta.'s home and told him the heroin was under the seat, 

Coming now to the defendant Hugo Viera, 

Rodriguez and Gonzalez both speak of a meeting at the Alamac 
Bar, but they diffar as to whether the sale of heroin was 
discussed at that time. Gonzalez says that subsequently a 
sale of one kilo for $20,000 was made to this defendant who 
paid for it in two installments, although Gonzalez said he had 
trouble collecting the money. In addition, there is testi- 
1 that this defendant told Rodriguez that Alvarez wanted 
to buy heroin and that several deliveries of heroin for other 
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people were maae at Viera's home. 

Rodriguez has also testified that Alvarez told 
him that Alvarez' first purchase had been given to Viera. 

Finally, Rodriguez says that Viera told him that 
he was tired of the fact that Gonzalez didn't trust him. 

The testimony as to Jose Aguilera's possible 
involvement is that Ortega told him in Miami to come to New 
York to purchase heroin, that he wanted a half kilo, and that 
Aguilera told Rodriguez, who drove him back to New York from 
RAnkin Street,that Ortega had sold him a half kilo. 

Coming to the last defendant on trial here. 

Hector Echevarria, the government claims that he is a member 
of the conspiracy because of the testimony that he sought 
out the source from which to purchase the heroin, that he 
purchased a half kilo, that defendant Cifre had agreed to 
guarantee part-paypamt. of the purchase price because Cifre 
and Echevarria had done narcotics business together before, 

aftd thAt Bchevartia even intrp^cad a potantial customer to 
Rodriguez. 

Defendants' contentions have been made perfectly 
clear by the summations of counsel. Simply stated, they are 
that you could not believe anything that Rodriguez and 
Gonzalez have testified to from the witness stand. 

They point to the fact that each of these 
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witnesses aumitted that they hope that cooperation with the 
government in testifying in this case will be brought to the 
attention of the authorities. Rodriguez’ application for a 
reduction of his ten-year sentence has been denied. 

Gonzalez' original sentence of ten years has been reduced to 
six years. The only road now open for a reduction of 
sentence for< these two witnesses is by way of presidential 
clemency. As far as Arenas is concerned, he is awaiting 
sentence after being found guilty by a jury of narcotics 
violation. He also intends to plead guilty to a narcotics 
charge that does not call for a mandatory sentence. 

Defendants point to the prior criminal records 
of these witnesses as evidence of their lack of credibility. 
Rodriguez is serving a ten-year sentence for violating the 
narcotics laws. In addition, he has admitted that he has 
engaged in stealing automobiles, running a numbers game, and 
various other llimgml.'’ activities.t. • 

Gonzales has been convicted of violating the 
federal firearms laws for which he has not as yet been 
sentenced because he was a fugitive, and he is presently 
serving a sentence of six years for violation of the narcotic 


laws. 


Defendant Echevarria has produced three witnesses 
two of whom have testified to alleged attempts by Rodriguez 
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•nd Gonzalez to have them testify falaaly retrain? narcotic 
tranaactiona aa a neanz to avoid punishment for their 
alleged crimes. 

The third has testified that he was merely 

advised to cooperate with the government. The first two 
also testified that Gonzalez and Rodriguez stated that they 

were giving false information to the agents regarding the 
case here on trial. 

Defense counsel further point to the inconsist¬ 
encies in the stories of Gonzales and Rodriguez to show that 
a conspiracy never existed and that their respective clients 
eeul4 not have committed the substantive crimes which we 
will discuss.i in a moment. Let us take some of the examples 
which they have brought to jour attention. 

1. In the case of Otero , Gonzalez says he made 

a sale to this defendant of one kilo for $17,000 while 

« 

Rodriguez says ha delivered one and a half kilos. 

2. In the case of Del Crlsto, Rodriguez says 

he never made a sale or delivery to this defendant, although 

he did collect some money which he turned over to Gonzalez 

in payment for seme heroin. Gonzalez says that he made two 

•ales of one-half kilo each to Del Cristo which were delivered 
by Rodrigues. 

3. In the case of Alvares, Rodriguez says that 
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Gonzalez was in New York when he called this defendant in 

Miami demanding payment for previously delivered heroin. 

¥ 

During this call, Alvarez is supposed to have told Gonzalez 
that he could get the money at Viera's apartment to which 
Gonzalez sent Rodriguez. 

Gonzales does not indicate that there were any 
problems in being paid for the first kilo. He has testified 
that Alvarez paid for it at the home of Gonzalez' aunt. 

4. In the case of Viera, Rodriguez claims that 
there was no discussion of narcotics at the first meeting in 
the Alamac Bar, and that he never delivered heroin directly 
to Viera. Gonzalez says they made the deal for the sale of 
one kilo of heroin to Alvarez at that time at the Alamac Bar. 
He further states that in another transaction Rodriguez 

had delivered a kilo to Viera as a result of a telephone 
call from Alvarez; home in Miami. 

5. In the case of Aguilera, Rodriguez says that 
one day he, Aguilera# Gonzalez, and Ortega, met at the 005 
Bar. Later that day, Rodrigues says he drove alone to 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, where he met Ortega and Aguilera and 
drove Aguilera home to New York. Gonsales says the meeting 
took place at his aunt's house and that Ortega, Rodriguez, 
and Aguilera left together from there to go to New Jersey. 

6. In the case of Bchevarria, Rodriguez says 

t ' • . - 
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that on March 16th or 17th ha arrangad to sail and did 
deliver one-half kilo of heroin to this defendant at the 
latter', supermarket at 184th Street and Audubon Avenue. 
Gonzales says delivery was made the very same sight after 
the sale to the undercover agents on March 13th. 

7. As a final example, defendants•claim that 
Gonzalez never could have seen Mrs. Calana at her home on 
the morning of March 12th or any other morning because the 
latest she ever reported in for work was 7i00 a.m. during 
the period in question. 

I have tried very briefly to give you the con¬ 
tention. of the government and defendant, in this case with 
regard to the charge, contained in Count 1 of this indictment 
Obviously I cannot review all of the evidence in this case, 
and my failure to mention any particular fact or set of 
fact. doe. not mean that it is not to be considered by you 
in determining the guilt or innocence of each of the defend¬ 
ants. The evidence is fresh in your minds and you have 
listened attentively to the final plea, of counsel summarizing 
the evidence in support of their contentions. 

If any reference by me to matters of evidence 
doe. not coincide with your recollection of the evidence, 
it is your recollection and not mine that is to control. 


"£ 


turn now to the remaining nine counts of the 
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2 

indictment which you will have to consider. These are known 

3 

as the substantive counts of the indictment and allege 

4 

separate violations of Section 174 of the Pederal Narcotics 

5 

Act. Each of the counts which you will consider charges that 

6 

on or about the dates alleged in the particular count the 

7 

defendant named in that count unlawfully# knowingly and 

8 

willfully did receive or conceal# or buy, or sell# or 

8 

facilitete the transportation or concealment or sale of a 

10 

certain amount of heroin# which heroin had been illegally 

11 

imported into the United States knowing the same to have 

12 

been imported into the United States contrary to law. 

13 

The fi |r||t count as made more sffccific by the 

14 

proof which you wil$ consider is Count 2. It charges 

15 

the defendants haul Ortega and Ciro Rodrigue*-Calana with 

IB 

f r 

facilitating the transportation, of^O kilograms of heroin 

. i . *. .L * V * 

17 

W ' t’ 

on ami about March 12# .1970. This refers to the incident 

a 

18 

when the 20 kilos w&e alleged to have been brought from 

19 

Elisabeth# New Jersey to Arenas apartment. 

20 

Count 3 of the indiatment charges defendants 

21 

Raul Ortega and Jorge Infiesta with violation of the law in 

22 

the sale of ohet:kilogram of heroin by Ortega to Infiesta 

23 

between March 12th aid March 14th# 1970. 

4 

24 

Count 4 charges defendant Hector Echevarria with 

25 

the purchase of one-.half kilogram of heroin between March 14ti 

< ■ 


• 9 

•*? ■ i V 
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and March 23rd. 

Count 5 charges defendant Charles Busigo-Cifre 
with two purchases of one-half kilogram each of heroin, the 
first between March 14th and March 23rd, and the second 
between late March and early April. 

Count 6 charges defendant Domingo Del Cristo 
with two purchases of heroin, one-half kilo each, the first 
between March 21st and March 23rd, and the second in la{:e 
March to early April. 

The next count which you will consider is Count 
8 which charges defendant Armando Alvares with purchasing 
six kilograms of heroin in four different transactions. The 
first is alleged to have taken place between March 14th to 

<n. 

March 23rd, and the other three in late March to early 
Apri.1. 

The next count is Count 11 which charges that 
defendant Cirillo Figueroa purchased six and one-half kilos 
in six different transactions, the first two between 
March 14th and March 23rd, 1970, and a third in the second 

half of March, the fourth during late March and the last two 

» 

in la^e March or early April. 

* ' 

Count 14 charges the defendant Jose Otero with 
the purchase of one Kilogram of heroin in late March or 
early April. 

♦ 

V 

4 
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Finally, the last count which you must consider 
is Count 17 which charges defendant Jose Aguilera with the 
transportation of one-half kilogram of heroin in late March 
or early April. 

In order for you to find a defendant guilty of 
any of the charges contained in these counts, you must be 
convinced as to each defendant and as to each count 
separately that the following elements have been proved 
beyond a reasonable doubt i 

First, that on or about the dates alleged in 
each count the defendants named therein willfully and kxwsciftg; 

*** *** ‘ fc tfig iii <«r Hn tafy'imm r 

portation or sale of heroin. » 

Second, that the substance referred to in each 
of these counts is a narcotic drug, specifically that it is 


heroin. 


Third, that the heroin was illegally imported 


into the United States. 


Fourth, that the defendant named in the particular 
count you are ooneidering knew that the heroin involved in 
that count had been illegally imported into the United 


States. 


A* the first eleaMnt is concerned, you 


must find that the defendant knowingly and willfully either 
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or sold or facilitated the transportation of heroin on the 
dates in question. The term "facilitate" is used in its 
ordinary sense. "7acili&te" means to make easy or less 
difficult, to aid or assist in furthering or advancing in a 
meaningful way one or more of the acts prohibited by law. 

The government is not required to prove that a defendant 
committed each of these prohibited acts. If you are convinced 
beyond a reasonable doubt that a defendant named in a partic¬ 
ular count knowingly and willfully did any one of these 
prohibited acts* that is sufficient to satisfy the govern- 
aent's burden as to this first element. 

9*~*o**l#m H se t tke-wordo «*itawingly land 
willfully" discussing the conspiracy count applies equally 
es well here. 

Under the second element you must find beyond a 
reasonable doubt that the substance referred to in each of 
the nine substantive counts which you will consider is in 
fact heroin. Now, as far as each of these counts is concerned 
the government did not produce the heroin which it claims was 
transferred. HC\ vex, Just as with any other component of 
the ctime, the existence of and dealiily with narcotics may 
be proved by circumstantial evidence. There need be no 
sample placed before the jury, nor n*.ed there be testimony 
by chemists as long as the evidence furnishes ground for 
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2 

inferring that the material in question was heroin. On 


3 

thia point the government relies on the testimony of 


4 

Rodrigues, Gonzalez, and Arenas that the substance with which 


5 

they were dealing in these substantive counts was heroin. 


6 

In addition, you may coniider the following 


7 

circumstantial evidence in determining whether the substances 


8 

referred to were in fact heroin* first, the secrecy and 


9 

deviousness with which the alleged transactions were handled; 


10 

second, the fact that the substance which the government's 


11 

witnesses claim each defendant was dealing in was a white 


12 

powder; third, the high prices the government contends were 


13 

paid in cash for the substance; fourth, the alleged lack of 


14 

complaint on the part of 'he purchasers of the substance in 


IS 

each count; and fifth, Rodriguez* testimony that at the 


18 

cutting st«ziene maths were worn to prevent the participants 


17 

from getting intoxicated from the l*roin. 


18 

A,n * eddition, you may consider the testimony 


19 

offered by the government as to the two kilogram quantity of 


20 

heroin which it claims had been sold to federal undercover 


21 

agents Tumillo and Angioletti by Rodrigues, Gonzalez and 


22 

Prada from the shipment we are discussing. The government's 


23 

chemist has testified that the substance contained in 


21 

Exhibits 13 and 130 amounting to one kilo was 91 percent 


25 

heroin and in Exhibits 14 and 14D amounting to one kilo was 
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-.. ««yona a reasonable doubt are that the heroin 

involved in each count was illegally imported and that each 
defendant knew that it was illegally imported. In connection 
with my charge on the conspiracy count I told you that in 
order to find a defendant guilty on tlu t count the government 
Bust prove that he knew that the heroin which was the object 

i 

of that conspiracy was illegally imported. I also toldjou 
that I would discuss that element more fully in connection 
with the substaativo counts. What I say here you will con- 
■idcF in connection with determining the g 
of a defendant under 1 the conspiracy count 

4 ' ; 4* 

the substantive counts. 

The goveppnent has not offered 


direct evidence 

concerning the defendant's knowledge of illegal importation. 
In order to meet its burden on these elements, the government 
ilid«-'Wpoe''JSJ law which permits a jury, whenever it finds that 
• person bed knowing possession of heroin, to draw an infer¬ 
ence that the heroin was illegally imported, and further that 
the person shown to be in possession knew-that the heroin 
mas illegally imported. 


r *“• government demonstrates beyohd a reason¬ 
able doubt that a defendant had possession of what is in fact 
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heroin and there ia no satisfactory explanation of this 
possession, you may infer, if you wish, that the heroin Was 
illegally imported and that the defendant knew it was 
illegally imported. 

^ ar ** fc* 1 ® basis for this inference is con¬ 
cerned, you should be informed that the United States 
Congress has determined that all of the heroin in this 
country is illegally imported. This finding is based on 
official studies showing, first, that no heroin is produced 
in the United States, and, second, that it is illegal to 

import either heroin or any product that heroin might be 
derived from. 

From these facts it is therefore reasonable to 
ixAr that any heroin found here has been illegally imported. 

And & also ia *«**o»«ble and rational to infer that anyone 
who has unexplained possession of,and deals in any quantity 
of, heroin would probably know of its source, or, at least 
he would know it was smuggled here from some place outside 
of the United States, unless he deliberately closed his eyes 
to the obvious. 

While these findings furnish the basis upon 
which you may draw the inferences flowing from the possession 
of heroin, I repeat that these findings are not binding upon 
you nor are you compelled to draw the inferences once pos- 
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session is proved beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Whether or not you draw the inferences to 
establish the elements of illegal importation and the 
defendant s knowledge thereof is up to you, based upon your 
own knowledge, common sense, and experience. 

r ‘° this inference it is not required, 

however, that the government show that a defendant personally 
handled or touched the hevoin. The law also provides that 
the inferences may be drawn if a defendant is shown to have 
had constructive possession of the heroin. 

A defendant may be found to have constructive 
possession of heroin if you are convinced beyond a reasonable 
doubt that the heroin was in the possession of another 
person and that the defenduit. had the power to exercise con¬ 
trol over that other person and the heroin and could control 
the heroin'a movement or distribution. Thus, a defendant 
may be found;too have Constructive possession if you find that 
he had the power to set the price for a batch of heroin, or 
had the final say as to the means of transfer of heroin, or 
was able to assure delivery of heroin to a customer. 

cifr * iB the only defendai£ whose possession is 
claimed to be solely that of constructive possession. Some 
of the other def end an t s are charged with actual and con¬ 
structive possession while others are charged solely with 
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actual possession. 

If a particular count embraces more than one 
transaction, you most be convinced beyond a reasonable doubt 
that the preceding four elements have been satisfied t to 
each of the transactions which make up that count. For 
example. Count 5 charges the defendant Cifre with purchasing 
a half kilo of heroin on two different occasions for a total 
of one kilogram, in order to find this defendant guilty of 
the charge in Count 5, you must find that as to each of these 
two one-half kilo purchases the preceding four elements have 
been proved oeyond a reasonable doubt. If you find th*t only 
one transaction was proved, then you should acquit the 
defendant on that count. 

Similarly, Del Cristc is charged with two 
separate purchases of one-half kilo each; Alvarez with four 
purchases totalling six kilos; Figueroa with six purchases 
totalling six and a half kilos; the defendants Otero, 
Aguilera, and Echevarria are charged wita one purchase each. 

In determining the guilt or innocence of a 
defendant you must decide that question solely from the 

evidence you heard from the stand and the exhibits that have 
been placed before you. 

The suaaatlons of counsel which you have heard 
are not to be considered ss or denoe but only ss aiguxents to 
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you u to What counsel feel you should find from the evidence, 
In determining the issues in this case it is your 
recollection of the testimony that is to control and not that 
of counsel or of the Court. 

♦ 

There are, generally speaking, two types of 
evidence from which a jury may properly find the truth as to 
the facts of the t latest 

■ony of an eyewitness. The other is indirect or circum¬ 
stantial evidence, which is the proof of a chain of circum¬ 
stances pointing to the existence or non-existence of certain 
facts. 

Circumitanti.l irUnot i. th* proof of fact. 

fro* * hich y° u “y MMowbly infu a uteri* 1 of 

the crime. 

(Continued on next page.) 
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^et us take one simple example to illustrate 
■vnat is meant by circumstantial evidence. We will assume 
tuet wnen you entered the courteous, this morning the 


sun was saining brightly outside and it was a clear day. 
mere was no rain. How assume teat in this courtroom 
the blind, are drawn and the draoes are drawn so that 
you cannot look outside. Assume as you are sitting i„ 
this jury box, and despite the fact teat it was dry 
wnen you entered the building, someone walks in with an 
umbrella dripping water followed in a short time ey a 
man wearing a raincoat waicu i .3 wet. if i 
you whether it is raining now you cannot say tnat you 
know it directly of your own oosorvation. But certainly 
upon the combination of facts Which I have stated to 
you, even though when you entered the building it was 
not raining outside, it would be reasonable and logical 
for you to conclude that it is raining now. That's about 
all there is to circumstantial evidence. 

You may draw such inferences as reason and 
common sense lead you to draw from facts which you find 
to have been proven. Great care must be exercised when 
drawing inferences from circumstances proved in criminal 
cases and mere suspicions will not warrant a conviction. 

However, no greater degree of certainty is 
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required of circumstantial evidence than is required of 
direct evidence. It is not on any different or lower 
plane than direct evidence. The law simply requires 
that in either case you must be convinced beyond a 
reasonable doubt of the guilt of a defendant. 

If, during the course of tne trial, tno court 
sustained an objection by one counsel to a question 
asked by the examinina counsel, you are to disregard tne 
question and any alleged facts contained in tne question 
and you may not speculate as to wnat the ansv'er would 
have been. 

If a question was asked and an answer given 
oy the witness and I have then stricken the answer from 
the record, you are to disregard both the question and 
the answer in your deliberations. 

In your search for the truth you must use 
plain everyday common sense. You must not oe 'governed 
by sympathy, bias, or prejudice. You nave seen tne 
witnesses on the stand and observed their manner of 
giving testimony. When I refer to the witnesses, I, of 
cource, include Mrs. Calana who has testified. How did 
tiie witnesses impress you? bid they appear to oe testi¬ 
fying frankly, candidly, and fairly? 

In determining wnat degree of credit you 
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snould give a witness* testimony, you way consider his 
conduct, his manner of testifying, and his interest in 
tha outcome of the trial. You should also consider his 
relationship to the government or the defendant, nis 
-> ias or impartiality, and any motive »ie may nave to 
testify falsely. It does not necessarily follow, of 
course, that because a person is interested in a result 
he is incapable of telling a truthful version of an 
occurrence. 

The defendant Mr3. Calana has testified in 
this case. A defendant who wishes to testify is a corn- 
pet * nt witness and her testimony is to be judged in the 
same-way as that of any other witness. 

You have heard the testimony of Miguel Rodrigue 
Ramiro Gonzalez, Manuel Noa, Roberto Arenas ana Orlando 
Gil, who are each alleged to be co-con 3 pirators of t.ie 
defendants on trial. The testimony of alleged accomplices 
should ce received with great cautior. and scrutinized 
with care. This does not mean that such testimony, if 
relieved by you, is of any different or lesser quality 
than any other evidence. 

It should he considered by you after giving 
it whatever weight you think it deserves along witn all 
tne other evidence in the case in determining wnetner 

soutmcnn warmer count nk non tins. uj. countmoum 
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til* guilt of a defendant uas ucon proved beyond a reason¬ 
able doubt. You may find a verdict of guilty solely on 
tne uncorroborated testimony of an accomplice if you 
belitve that testimony beyond a reasonable doubt. 

If you believe that a witness wilfully testified 
falsely to any material fact, you may disregard his testi¬ 
mony Altogether or you may accept that part of nis 
testimony wuich you believe worthy of credence. tVuat 
you accept or reject as credible evidence is for you 
to determine but you may not go outside tne evidence to 
speculate as to tne facts. 

Tiie quality of the testimony of the particular 
witnesses, regardless of who calls them, ratner than tne 
quantity of witnesses is the test to be used in arriving 
at your decision. There is no presumption that tne 
witnesses for the government are more or less truthful 

| 

or credible than the witnesses for the defendant. 

Evidence that a witness has been convicted 
of * crime may only be considered by you in assessing 
his credibility as a witness and the weight you will 
give to his testimony. 

You should consider a witness' entire testi¬ 
mony* His direct examination, his cross-examination, 
and his redirect examination. You should consider tue 
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strength or weakness of his recollection in tno light of 
£1 the testimony and attendant circumstances in tue case. 

Inconsistencies or discrepancies in the testi¬ 
mony of a witness or between the testimony of different 
witnesses may or may not cause you to discredit suca 
testimony. Two or more persons witnessing an incident 
or * transaction may see or hear it differently. Innocent 
misrecollection , like failure of recollection, is not . 
an unusual experience. In weighing the effect of a dis¬ 
crepancy consider wnether it pertains to a matter of 

I 

importance or to an unimportant detail and whether tne 
discrepancy results from innocent error or wilful false¬ 
hood. 

You will recall that Rodriguez and Gonzalez 
were asked about statements which they made prior to 
trial and which it it claimed appear to be inconsistent with 
their testimony at this trial. 

As you have found out during the course of 
the trial, much of this, material was contained in reports 
made by the agents during the course of their investiga¬ 
tion of the crimes charged nere. In addition, tnerc 
was the recitation of events wuich Rodriguez dictated 
to Gomez in jail. None of this material was made under 
oath oy either Rodrigues or Gonzales. 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COUNT REPORTERS, US. COURTHOUSE 
ROCBY SQUARE. MEN TONE. N.V. CO V«M 
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Insofar as this material is concerned, if tne 
witness affirmed under oath here the truth of a prior 
statement, such statement may be considered by you uoth 
as affirmative proof of the facts contained in the state¬ 
ment and as bearing on the credibility of the witness. 

If a witness admits that a prior statement 
was made by him but denies its truth from -the -fitness 
stand, then you may consider that fact as bearing on the 
credibility of the witness. 

If a witness has denied making a prior state¬ 
ment or cannot recall having made such a statement, then 
you may not consider it for any purpose. You must dis¬ 
regard the alleged statement completely. 

Sas« question has been raised about tne failure 
to call witnesses to testify on this trial. I point out 
to you that these persons are not under the control of 
either the government or the defendants. Either side 
could have subpoenaed any of them to appear as a witness 
if they were available. Therefore, as to those available 
to testify, you are free to draw whatever inference 
you wish as to the failure of either party to call such 
witnesses or you need not draw any inference at all. 

Obviously the defendants who nave not as yet 
been arrested are not available to either side and you 
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may not speculate as to what their testimony might have 
ueen. You should utterly disregard their possible testi¬ 
mony in this cast.. 

However, as I pointed out above, the defendant 
need not offer any proof to sustain his innocence and the 
burden is on the government to prove its case oeyond a 
reasonable doubt. 

Tnere is no presumption against the government 
from its failure to call a witness if you find tnat nis 
testimony would merely oe cumulative or repetitious and 
of no greater value than witnesses who have testified 
on the trial. 

You have heard testimony that exculpatory 
statements were allegedly made by the defendant Domingo 
Del Cristo when he was questioned by Hiss Neiman in 
October of 1973 prior to his arraignment. At that time 
he stated that he was in the hospital during the relevant 
period of the charges you are considering. You have 
also heard testimony that the defendant Haul Ortega made 
exculpatory statements to a federal agent in 1971 to the 
effect that he had not been in New York for two years. 

And exculpatory statement is one in wnich a 
P® r * on seeks to exonerate himself of .having committed a 
crime. If you find that those statesmnts were made and 

•OVTMMM DISTRICT COURT R>PORTERS, US. COURTHOUSE 
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were false and that they were made with the intention of 


may consider these statements as indicating consciousness 


of guilt on the part of the defendant 


You will recall that certain evidence was 


admitted solely agalhSt a particular defendant. This means 
that you may consider such evidence only in determining 


the guilt or innocence of tnat defendant and no other 


defendant 


The exculpatory statements wnich I have just 


referred to were admitted solely against the declarants 


other evidence limited to an individual defendant refers 


to the defendant Mrs. Calana 


her sister's telephone number and her son's school record 


You mny call ior any exhibits wnich you uesire 
to see in cohjunction with your deliberations. You may 


script of the evidence or any portion of this charge 


You are instructed that the question of 


possible punisnment of a defendant in the event of 
conviction is no concern of the jury and should not, in 


any sense, enter into or influence your deliberations 
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The duty of imposing sentence in the event of conviction 
rests exclusively upon the Court. Tne function of tne 
jury is to weigh the evidence in the case and determine 
tiie guilt or innocence of a defendant solely upon tne 
oasis of such evidence. 

1 have sought to avoid any comments whicn 
might suggest tnat 1 have personal views on the evidence 

v 

or that i have any opinion as to the guilt or innocence 
of any of the defendants. You are not to assume that I 
have any sucn views or opinion. This charge is given to 
you solely to instruct you as to the law applicable to 
this case. 

The actions of the judge during the trial in 
granting or denying motions or ruling on objections by 
counsel, or in statements to counsel, or in attempting>m, 
to clearly set forth the law in these instructions, are 
not to be taken by you as any indication of any deter¬ 
mination of the issues of fact. Tnese matters, toe 
actions of the Court, relate to procedure and law. You, 
tne members of the jury, determine the facts. 

There are twelve members of this jury and 
all of you must agree upon any verdict you reaan as to 
any defendant on any count in the indictment. 

This case is obviously an important one to tiio 
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defendants. It is equally important _o the government. 

I am submitting it with complete confidence tnat 
you will comply with your oatn as jurors and decide 
the case fairly and impartially, and without foar or 
favor. 

I would suggest that at this point, if tnere 
are any exceptions with respect to the cnarge, we take 
them in the courtroom and excuse the jury rather tuan 
leave the jury here and go into the rooing room, waich 
is quite small. 

(Jury excused) > 

THE COURT: Bring the jury uack. c. 

(Jury present) 

THE COURT: The reason X called you oack is 

to caution you. Please, waile you sit in that jury room, 
do noc discuss my charge or any resolution of the issues 
of fact until you ace finally sent into the jury room. 
Please follow that instruction. Taere is to he no dis¬ 
cussion about the case or the issues to i»e determined ay 
the jury. 

(Jury excused) 

THE COURT: Mr. Micnelman? 

HR. MICHELMAH: May it please the Court, I 

most respectfully except to your Honor's marshaling of 

SOUTNCRR DISTRICT COURT RCRORTKRS. UJ. COURTROOM 
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txie evidence as being subjective and being influencial 
upon the jury. 

May it please the Court, I most respectfully 
exce P t ^ le charge as being generally prejudicial in 
favor of the prosecution and against tne defendant Ortega. 

I except to your Honor's failure to allow the 
defendant his factual defenses of double jeopardy and 
the failure to charge the jury with respect tnereto as 
submitted in writing pursuant to the Court's order. 

I most respectfully except to tnat portion of 
the charge wherein your Honor instructed the jury essen¬ 
tially that the uncorroborated testimony of an accomplice 
is sufficient to convict. 

And I most respectfully except to that part 
of your Honor's charge which referred to false exculpatory 
statements. 

THE COURT: Your objections are noted. 

MS. PERLMLTTER: Your Honor, I except to 

your.Honor's Marshaling of the evidence as against the 
defendant Cifre and, most particularly, I refer to tne 
fact that your Honor had said as to the transaction that 
§9,500 was tne amount of money testified to by Gonzalez 
and Rodriguez, when the facts in this case are contrary 
to that. 
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In addition, you specified tnat tnero was a 
second sale made to Cifre through a third party while, 
in truth and in fact, the witness Gonzalez testified 
that that sale was the first sale — 

THE COURT; Tnat's true. I said that. You 
misunderstood what I said. I said the second sale was 
directly oy Gonzalez. The first sale went to an uniden¬ 
tified person. 

What is your next point? 

MS. PERLMUTTER: I refer your Honor to my 

request numoer 20 which was deiled — 
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THE COURT: It seems to be a verdict. Call the 


jury in. 


(Jury in box.) 


THE COURT: Mr. Jerry and ladies and gentlemen of 


the jury: You sent a note in which I opened and I see it 


must be your verdict. I have not read it. The clerk will 


ask you for your verdict and you may read to him from this 


when the inquiry is made. 


He first will call the roll. 


(The roll was taken.) 


THE CLERK: Mr. Foreman, have you agreed upon a 


verdict? 


THE FOREMAN: Yes. 


:ndarit Cir.illo 


THE CLERK: How do you find the defendant Raul 


Ortega as to count one? 


THE FOREMAN: As to Mr. Ortega, on count one we 


find him guilty. 


THE CLERK: As to count 2? 


THE FOREMAN: Guilty. 


THE CLERK: As to couni 3? 


THE FOREMAN: Guiltv. 


THE CLERK: How do you find the defendant Charles 


Busigo-Cifre* as to count one? 


THE FOREMAN: Guilty. 
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THE CLERK: As to count 5? 

THE FOREMAN: Not guilty. 

THE CLERK: Howdo you find the defendant Armando 
Alvarez aa to count one? 

THE FOREMAN: Guilty. 

THE CLERK: As to count 8? 

THE FOREMAN: Guilty. 

THE CLERK: How do you find the defendant Jose 
Otero as to count one? 

THE FOREMAN: Guilty on count one. 

THE CLERK: As to count 14? 

THE FOREMAN: Guilty. 

THE CLERK: How do you find the defendant Cirillo 

Figueroa as to count one? 

TWE FOREMAN: Guilty on count one. 

THE CLERK: As to count 11? 

THE FOREMAN: Guilty on count 11. 

THE CLERK: How do you find the defendant Jorge 
* \ 

Intiesta as to count one? 

THE FOREMAN: Count one is guilty. 

THE CLERK: And count three? 

TOE FOREMAN: He is guilty on count three. 

THE CLERK: How do you find the defendant Domingo 

Del Cristo as to count one? 

•OUTMRH DISTRICT COURT RCRORTkRS. U.S. COURTHOUM 
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THE FOREMAN: Count one is guilty. 

THE CLERK: Count six? 

THE FOREMAN: Guilty on count six. / 

THE CLERK: -low do you find the defendant Circ 
Rodriguez-Calana as to count one? 

THE FOREMAN: Guilty. 

THE CLERT.: Count two? 

THE FOREMAN: Guilty. 

THE CLERK: How do you find the defendant Francises 
Calana as to count one? 

THE FOREMAN: Not guilty. 

THE CLERK: How do you find the defendant Hugo 
Viera as to count one? 

THE FOREMAN: Not guilty. 

THE CLERK: How do you find the defendant Jose 
Aquilera as to count oie? 

THE FOREMAN: Not guilty. 

THE CLERK: Count 17? 

THF FOREMAN: Not guiltv. 

THE CLERK: low do you find the defendant Hector 
Echevarria as to count one? 


THE FOREMAN: Not guilty. 
THE CLERK: And count two? 
THE FOREMAN: Not guilty. 
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guilty on count one and not guilty on.count 17. 

You further find the defendant Hector F.chevarria 
not guilty on count one, and not guiltv on count four. 

So say you all? 

(The jury nodded affirmatively.) 

THE COURT: I gather the attorneys for the defen¬ 
dants who have been found guilty will want the jury polled? 

MR. MICHELMAN: Yes, your Honor. 

MR. FRANKEL: I particularly would like the jury 
polled as to four separate transactions, your Honor. 

THE COURT: I will not so poll them. They were 
told they had to find them all. 

MR. FRANKEL: I was going to ask your Honor to 
poll them as to whether they found each one. 

THE COURT: I will not so poll them. The instruc¬ 
tion was clear. 

(The jury was polled as to each defendant, indi¬ 
vidually, and responded, individually, in the affirmative.) 

THE COUPT: Mr. Jerry fluid ladies and gentlemen of 
the jury: Today marks the end of the four weeks that you 

have been engaged in the trial of this case. You have given 
very careful attention to the evidence and you obviously 
have weighed the evidence very carefully against each indi¬ 
vidual defendant, as the Court directed you should do in the 
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